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From the Headmaster’s Desk
I hope everyone had a restful and refreshing holiday and that you
are all ready to face the rest of 2018. My family and I were very
lucky to be able to travel to Ireland and Scotland to attend my
niece’s wedding, which was held outside Thornhill in Scotland. It
was fascinating watching the UK dealing with the fact that they
had not had rain for a couple of weeks. As much as they love the
sunshine, many people were becoming disorientated as they had
not seen any rain. While we were there, Ireland instituted a ban
on hosepipes, and there was much talk about the heavy drought
and heatwave with temperatures in the high 20os. In the three
weeks we were away it rained only once. As a result, we had
wonderful weather and had a superb holiday. It was quite a shock
waking up and arriving at school in the dark.
This term we continue with our theme, Fruits of the Spirit and we
concentrate on two that are pivotal to what we are trying to do at
Wetpups, of being kind and good. As I keep telling the boys in the
Pre and Junior Prep “there are only three rules at Wetpups, the
first is be kind, the second is be kind and the third is be kind”. We
need to ensure that we create an environment at this school
where kindness and goodness is felt and practised all the time.
Our boys can only learn optimally where they feel happy, secure
and valued. Our task is to ensure that kindness and goodness
prevail and that we empower and inspire all the boys to become
what God intended for them.

harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope
to live for and achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am
prepared to die.” We at Wetpups are working very hard to
eradicate all forms of bullying and discrimination. We are trying to
create an environment where there is kindness and goodness, and
where all live together in harmony. As Nelson Mandela said “Noone is born hating another person because of the colour of his
skin, or his background, or his religion. People must learn to hate
and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love
comes more naturally to the human heart than it’s opposite.”
Let us use Nelson Mandela’s life, example, legacy and words of
wisdom to help us make Wetpups a school where all live in harmony and are cherished and nurtured to be able to make a
selfless and yet significant contribution to the broken society in
which we live. As Mandela said “We can change the world and
make it a better place. It is in our hands to make a difference.”
As we remember this great leader, let us keep focused and show
resilience and grit and stick vehemently to the ideals and dreams
he had for South Africa and never give up in trying to achieve
them. As he so aptly said “A winer is a dreamer who never gives
up.” We can achieve this wonderful ideal, if we keep working at
being kind, good and respectful to those around us
SIMON WEAVER

This week the world celebrated the 100th year since the birth of
one of our most remarkable leaders, Nelson Mandela. The
enormous legacy that he left us is one that inspires and empowers
us to being more respectful and kind to those who are different
from us, and to show us how to lead with humility and principle.
He has been a wonderful example and has left us with many
words of wisdom.
In much that we try to do at Wetpups, we endeavour to live and
work towards the ideals for which Nelson Mandela stood. We
strongly concur that “Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.” It is during a boy’s
formative years that we can awaken his potential and empower
him to go on to do great things for the world and future
generations. As Nelson Mandela also said “What counts in life is
not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have
made to the lives of others that will determine the significance of
the life we lead.” Our world is currently beset with many problems
which have been created by man. It is important that we grow a
generation able to find solutions to these problems and work
collaboratively, and so-doing live lives of significance.
One of Nelson Mandela’s main ideals and objectives was to work
towards the eradication of discrimination and inequality in our
society. In 1964 when he was being tried in the now famous
Rivonia Treason Trial he said “I have cherished the ideal of a
democratic and free society in which all persons live together in

Grade 1 Catapult Experiment

Security Reminder
In the event that parents collect their child from school during the
school day, they must do so from the administrative office. Boys
may not depart without being collected from the office by a
parent or appointed caregiver.
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Congratulations to Nicole D’Oliviera who married
Harm du Plessis on 30 June

Weekly Sports Wrap

Newlands Road Climbing Wall

Welcome back to the second half of the winter season. A
reminder that boys need to do the same sport that they did last
term. The reason for this is that we have submitted our playing
numbers for our respective leagues and need to fulfil the fixtures
allocated to us.
RUGBY
A combined U12A/U13B team played DPHS who are on tour. The
match was very competitive and a big thank you to Wynberg for
hosting the fixture. Tomorrow´s fixtures are against Rondebosch
Boys’ at Rondebosch, with the exception of the U13 boys who
will play next week Tuesday, as most of the boys are away on
hockey tour. Good luck to all the boys playing. Please remember
the fields are at the high school and not at the prep.

There was a burst of excitement on Tuesday morning when the
Newlands Road boys arrived at school to find that the
long-awaited climbing wall mats and grips had been installed
during the holidays. The boys have flocked to the wall this week
and we are so happy to see how much enjoyment it has brought.
The new play infrastructure will offer them more variety and
excitement to their day-to-day play, not to mention the obvious
physical benefits associated with climbing. Who knows, the next
South African rock climbing champion could well be in our midst!

HOCKEY
The hockey boys have hit the ground running in the third term,
with fixtures against The Grove and the U13As embarking on
their annual tour to the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. We wish the
team well as they travel to take on Cordwalles and St Charles in
Pietermaritzburg, before participating in festivals at Hilton and
Michaelhouse over the weekend. Good luck boys - represent
your school with pride!
CROSS COUNTRY
There will be no run this afternoon. The first run of this term will
be at Sun Valley on Friday 27 July. This is a very important run as
it will be the Circuit Champ qualification race for U10, U11, U12
and U13 boys. Boys who qualify for WP should be in the top 20
for this race.
Important Dates:
Saturday 8 September - Inter-house Cross Country at Klein
Constantia. This is a compulsory event for all boys.
Friday 14 September - Pentangular at Bishops.
Practices will continue to take place as usual on Tuesdays in
Newlands Forest.
SQUASH
Squash practice has continued this week and we wish our B and C
teams the best of luck this Friday, as they take on Llandudno and
Fish Hoek. The squad are looking forward to a far busier fixture
schedule this term and developing their skills further.
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Boarding House Upgrade
I would like to extend our thanks on behalf of WPPS to all the
parents who have generously contributed to the improvements
made to Barlow House. The boys are absolutely loving their new
home away from home. Although we are not finished with the
intended improvements, at this point we would like to extend our
thanks to Lloyd Bosworth for providing his services to renovate the
Boarding House kitchen. It looks absolutely fantastic, thank you.
Mo Barendse - Boarding Housemaster
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Alumni

Music News
Congratulations to the following boys who received excellent
results for their ABRSM exams last term:
Pass (67 - 79%):
Matthew Cloete
Nikkiran Govender
Thomas Johnston
James Koen
Simon Le Feuvre
Connor Clark
James Le Feuvre
Gareth McKinon

Violin Prep Test
Violin Prep Test
Violin Prep Test
Violin Prep Test
Violin Prep Test
Violin Grade One
Violin Grade Two
Violin Grade Two

Merit (80 - 86%):
Matthew de Jager
Julian Boeddinghaus
Jake Holwill

Violin Grade One
Violin Grade Two
Trumpet Grade Three

Distinctions (87 - 100%):
Farhan Patel
Violin Grade one
Daniel-Reid Diedericks Violin Grade Two
Nicholas Weir
Singing Grade Two
Well done and congratulations to Luke Dittmar (2016), who
climbed Kilimanjaro to raise funds for the slum children of
Mathare. He summited Kilimanjaro on 29 June. Follow this link
below to learn more about his mission https://lukedittmar.co.za/

Thought for the Week
“We always have to believe in what is possible in life and not be
hindered by history or expectations.”
England football manager Gareth Southgate

Soup Dragons
The soup kitchen in Diep River, that our boarders are involved
with, isdesperately in need of bread packets and empty plastic
containers with lids (large yoghurt pots, butter dishes, ice cream
tubs, etc).
We have a wonderful donation of bread and soup from Wetpups
families to supplement the donations from the Soup Dragon
members, we can now give the recipients half a loaf of bread and
some soup to take away. We are all conscious of the plastic we
use and don't want to add to it by buying more. The bread packets
are also used for dog food.
If you can help, please, send to Miss Becker on Newlands Rd or
Catherine Sellier in the Eden Rd Library.
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Grades 1 & 2 made Mandela Shirts out
of Clay

Mandela Day Celebrations
Wednesday marked what would have been Nelson Mandela’s
100th birthday. Building on the international movement of
Mandela Day, Grades 3-7 boys and teachers at Wetpups were
challenged to participate in 100 hours of kindness and goodness.
The idea was that from 08:00 on Tuesday (straight after our
opening assembly) to 12:00 on Saturday the focus should be on
spreading KINDNESS and GOODNESS not only to our immediate
community, but throughout Cape Town. This ties in with our
theme for the term, which is also KINDNESS and GOODNESS.
A tangible way in which we took this on was to encourage boys/
staff to increase the number of sandwiches collected on a
Wednesday at our weekly Chapel service. We definitely surpassed
our normal collection, and can be very proud of our efforts. We
hope that we can maintain this momentum throughout the term.
The Pre-Prep and Grade 1s spent the morning making sandwiches,
while the Grade 4s managed to bring in over one hundred
sandwiches, each of which had an inspirational message attached!
A group of Grade 7 Outreach Portfolio Committee members joined
Mr Christians in delivering the sandwiches to U-Turn, who
distribute the sandwiches.

Two of our Grade 6s, Danyaal Omarjee and Lwazi Soko, launched
their campaign to collect old sports equipment and clothes, which
they will distribute to those in need. This campaign, which runs
until 1 August, shows great initiative and I hope that our Wetpups
community will support them wholeheartedly. I believe that we
could all shed some excess from our cupboards!
Our 1st XI hockey team managed a skills practice for our U9 hockey
boys on Wednesday, the day before they flew out on hockey tour.
This was a great opportunity for the little guys to see where hard
work and determination can take them, as well as for the big boys
to give back and see how far they have come.
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Mandela Day Celebrations
The Grade 7 classes had the opportunity to go down to Paradise
Park on Friday and clear up a fair amount of litter found in the
Liesbeek River and adjoining parks. This not only has the
eco-advantage of removing plastics from our water system, but
makes the area more pleasant for families to enjoy. We used the
collected plastic to create eco-bricks, which we hope to turn into
chairs to be used in the playground.

As mentioned by Nelson Mandela after a moving rendition of
Asimbonanga by Johnny Clegg, which we listened to in Chapel, “It
is music and dancing that make me at peace with the world.” To
this end, classes were given an extra thirty minutes of playtime
during which Mr Pringle organised the Grade 7 marimbas boys to
play, so we could we all enjoy some time in the sun with music in
the background. A link to the boys playing can be found here:
https://www.facebook.com/Wetpups/videos/287370998500230/

In a week or so, preparations will begin for our participation in
One-to-One, an annual event that currently reaches around 3,400
people. It’s an ever-growing event in which we can get involved
and make a real difference to the intellectually and physically
challenged community. We look forward to extending our 100
hours of kindness and goodness up to 19 August, and beyond!
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Grade R 100 Days Dress Up
Today we celebrate our 100 days of learning, singing, playing, listening, counting, thinking, creating and having
fun in Grade R. To mark this auspicious occasion, we've decided to dress up as centurions.
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ART
Adam Buckham - Grade 7

Andrew Mommsen - Grade 4

Gavin Dingley - Grade 7

Aryan Patel - Grade 7

Jack Frater - Grade 7
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