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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

On Friday, we came together as a community to celebrate our 
Founders’ Day. The whole school from Grades N to 7 were in-
volved as we were reminded about how the school was started. 
Geoffrey Stansbury was at a party in England in 1912 when he 
met Sir Percy Fitzpatrick who spoke passionately about South 
Africa and suggested to Mr Stansbury that the country was in 
need of Pre-Schools. Sir Percy Fitzpatrick then organised letters of 
introduction for Mr Stansbury in South Africa. Mr Stansbury, who 
was only 29 years old at the time, then came out to the country to 
start the school. He brought a very good friend of his, Mr 
Hutchinson, and together they founded and then ran the school in 
Kenilworth in Cape Town. Western Province Prep School opened 
its doors for the first time on 3 February 1914.  
 

What is fascinating about this story is that Sir Percy Fitzpatrick is 
the well-known author of the book “Jock of the Bushveld”. Fur-
thermore, Bishops’ boys eventually nicknamed the boys from 
WPPS as “Wetpups” and this nickname has now stuck and be-
come synonymous with the school. Interestingly, as we now re-
flect on the character of Wetpups, we are very much like “Jock”. 
We are the small boys’ school in the Southern Suburbs which 
demonstrates great character, grit, perseverance and resilience 
when we interact and compete with other schools. It is as if the 
spirit of ‘Jock” lives on in our school having been handed down to 
us as we began in 1914. 
 

On this Founders’ Day, we were able to find an Old Boy who em-
bodies these great attributes, as depicted in “Jock”, of grit, deter-
mination, discipline and desire. Graham Knoop left the school in 
2000. He loved his time at the school and enjoyed playing rugby 
and was part of the U13B team. He then went on to Bishops 
where he eventually played for the fifth team in his last year 
there. 
 

In spite of being picked for lower teams at school, Graham never 
gave up and he continued to play and enjoy his rugby after school. 
He initially made the UCT U20C team but with hard work, disci-
pline and dedication he eventually made the UCT Varsity Cup Side 
in 2012. Graham then went on to play professional rugby in Wales 
and a few years ago he returned to Cape Town to Captain the 
False Bay Rugby side. He led this side for the last few years and 
they achieved the ultimate goal by winning the South African Club 
Rugby Championships last year. He was given the great accolade 
of being named the South African Club Rugby Player of the Year 
for 2017. Not only has Graham played and done well in his rugby 
but he also runs his own Digital Marketing Company and he has 
won International awards for his work. What is amazing about this 
story is that he started out not being a star, but with the right 
attitude and character, he has been able to achieve great things in 
his life.  
 

 It was only through dedication and determination that he was 
able to reach these great heights in rugby and in his career.  At 
Wetpups we admire and salute him for what he has been able to  

Well done to Gilermo Mentoe who broke the 
high jump record. The record was 1.49m he 

jumped 1.52m!  

accomplish in his life. It was most appropriate that he came and 
spoke to us on Founders’ Day. His speech was inspirational for the 
boys as it showed that anything is possible if you put your mind to 
it and you work hard. The boys were all captivated by what he 
shared with them and they learnt what the character of “Jock” can 
do to bring about success and the realisation of dreams. We hope 
that all of our boys will have the attributes, character and spirit of 
the plucky little dog, “Jock”, instilled in them. 
 

SIMON WEAVER 
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Ilyaas van Graan and Jack Lea receiving their 1st Team 
Cricket caps against Sun Valley last week.  

Grade N Library  
Morning 

Prep Schools’ Cricket Festival 
 

Wetpups is excited to launch an app for the upcoming Prep 
Schools' Cricket Festival which is being hosted by WPPS from Fri-
day 16 to Sunday 18 February. 
 

On this app you will be able to find all the fixtures, team lists, cap-
tains interviews, venue maps and contact information, as well as 
live scoring throughout the festival. 
 

To download the app, simply visit https://www.wpps.org.za/
cricketapp and download the MySchoolZone App - when prompt-
ed for a code, enter cricket2018  
 

We hope you enjoy the app, and look forward to seeing you at the 
festival! 

Sports Fixtures and the Drought 
 

Parents, please take note that decisions regarding sports fixtures 
will be made on a weekly basis as the various schools decide how 
to best deal with the water crisis. Please check the calendar and 
fixtures sheet daily for updates. We apologise for the inconven-
ience this may cause. The Headmasters of the schools are liaising 
weekly to make the best possible decisions.  

https://www.wpps.org.za/cricketapp
https://www.wpps.org.za/cricketapp


Thought for the Week 
 

“Enjoy when you can and endure when you must.“ 
 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) 

Grade 4 History Talk on WPPS 
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Old Boy, Matthew Pearce chatting to the Grade 1s 
about his days at Wetpups. 

This week the Grade 7s have been  involved in a solutions 
based water saving workshop with Old Boy, David Perrott. The 

boys came up with innovative ways in which we can save  
water. We look forward to them putting some of these into 

action in their homes and here at school.  

Eden Road Notes 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Boys can either wear blue Quantec shorts, white golf shirts, san-
dals/white takkies with blue and white socks or white school shirt, 
blue school shorts with belt and sandals. 
 

SPORT & EXTRAMURALS NO CAP, NO PLAY! Please remember to 
apply sunscreen regardless of the weather.  
 

GENERAL  
Remember to greet others and use the path when walking in and 
out of the school.  No boy may walk to Newlands Road Campus on 
his own; his parent/au pair needs to come to Eden Road to collect 
him. Parents may not fetch their son from an extra-mural on the 
Newlands Road side.  Boys are to come back to the Eden Road 
Campus, and be picked up from their classrooms.  



celebrating life and learning 

WPPS Founders’ Day 

 

Wetpups celebrated its 104th birthday on Friday, 2 February. 
Our special guest speaker, Graham Knoop, who left WPPS in 2000, 
ignited the boys enthusiasm to always give of their best and never 
give up on a dream. Graham captained the victorious 2017 False 
Bay Rugby Club 1st XV and is a leading digital marketing specialist. 
 

Thank you Graham for your inspirational words! 
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Grades 3 - 7 Sports Day 


