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Teaching and Learning 
 

“There is a growing rumbling, like distant thunder, coming from 
our students, denoting their need to see more of themselves in 
their education. Let us meet them.” - Chelsea van Lieshout. 
2019 presents exciting challenges for us as educators. Education is 
facing overwhelming challenges - if we do not change the way we 
teach, we will be in trouble in thirty years.  We are open to, and 
embracing, enormous change in teaching and learning at 
Wetpups. The curriculum we present to our boys, and the manner 
in which it is presented, needs to be critically examined on an 
ongoing basis. 
 

For the last 200 years, the focus of education has been knowledge 
based. We cannot teach our children to compete with machines 
and, with the pace of development in AI, we have to teach them 
something unique. Jack Ma mentions skills and attributes that 
machines cannot successfully master - values, self-belief, team-
work, independent thinking, care for others, music and art. We 
are all familiar with the 21st century skills: critical thinking, crea-
tivity, collaboration, communication, information literacy, media 
literacy, technology literacy, flexibility, leadership, initiative, 
productivity and social skills. These skills are intended to help stu-
dents keep up with the lightning pace of today’s modern world. 
Each skill is unique in how it helps students, but they all have one 
quality in common - they are essential in the digital age. Our chal-
lenge at Wetpups is to move into a space of learning where we 
allow boys to develop these skills and to apply them to real-life 
problems. In theory, we know what we need to do, but the practi-
cal roll-out is complex and requires intense planning, as well as 
equipping our staff with the necessary skills. 
 

While we are aware that we have a long way to go, we are excited 
to have embarked on a number of initiatives. Project-Based Learn-
ing and STEAM education are being encouraged throughout the 
school. Our timetable has been designed in such a way so as to 
create the necessary time. We sincerely hope that through PBL 
and STEAM we will make learning come alive for your boys. We 
are critically looking at the use of technology in our classrooms; 
the use of the SAMR model helps to guide our thinking and to 
ensure that we are working towards transforming learning, rather 
than merely using technology to enhance learning. 
 
 
 

This year, we have set a number of goals, each having very specific 
strategies to ensure they are achieved. 

 All teachers will employ student-centred/active learning with 
their classes on a regular basis. 

 All teachers, where appropriate, will use co-operative learn-
ing structures within their classrooms. 

 Communication of change and innovation in teaching and 
learning. 

 By the end of 2020, all staff will have completed Level 1 
Google training. 

 By the end of 2020, certain key staff will have completed 
Level 2 Google training. 

 A relevant, authentic, problem-based and inclusive curricu-
lum. 

 

The staff remain committed to our mission of instilling our core 
values, igniting curiosity and creativity, encouraging critical think-
ing and resourcefulness, developing character and grit, nurturing 
community, participation and teamwork, and fostering service and 
transformational leadership. 
 

As we continue to celebrate life and learning at WPPS, we need to 
remain mindful of the responsibility we have in educating our 
boys for tomorrow. 
 

“Learning and innovation go hand in hand. The arrogance of suc-
cess is to think that what you did yesterday will be sufficient for 
tomorrow.” - William Pollard.  

Grade 6 Boys Engaged in PBL  
 

Web References: 
https://www.bie.org/about/what_pbl 
https://www.aeseducation.com/careercenter21/what-are-21st-
century-skills 
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Thought for the Week 
 

“If you always give, you will always have.” 
 

Chinese proverb 
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The Grade 7 Leaders’ Pledge 
 

As we continue to develop servant leadership at WPPS, the Grade 
7 boys spent some time during their Lifeskills/RE lessons  
developing their pledge for the year. The boys were asked to put 
forward their ideas (and words) about what they value most as a 
grade, and the standards of behaviour to which they wish to  
commit.  
 

Once this process was completed, they signed their pledge 
(below) in front of the whole school at the Assembly on Monday. 
This act of ceremony is their commitment to maintaining this for 
the year. I encourage you to check in with your son regularly 
about how he is doing with regard to upholding his pledge.   

Grade 7 Pledge as Leaders 
 

As a leader of Wetpups, I commit myself to being awesome and 
not boring. I shall approach the year before me with respect,  
diligence and honesty.  I will endeavour to make this year fun for 
all and treat those whom I am asked to lead with kindness and 
empathy. I shall accept and encourage diversity and speak up 
against discrimination.  
 

I shall build relationships with the purpose of preserving the  
dignity of all people for we are all human. I shall ensure a good 
team spirit, especially at the end of a season. I shall not cut in line 
during lunch.  
 

I shall look for the best attributes in everyone, I shall support my 
peers, I shall be a lighthouse in dark times and find solutions to 
the problems I face. When things are tough, I shall keep my head 
up.  
 

I shall strive for personal excellence. I shall have a good sense of 
humour and laugh a lot.  
 

I shall abide by and I shall enforce the Code of Conduct of 
Wetpups. I shall be an upstander and I hope to bring about posi-
tive change – in myself and the school.  
  
I commit myself to: 

 Respecting my beliefs  

 Having integrity and being true to what I say 

 Having compassion and caring for our community 

 Being courageous and true to myself 

 Being accountable and setting the standards of good behav-
iour  

 Humbly serving Wetpups  
 

May God be my Guide. 
  

“Iusta Tenete – Hold fast to what is right” 

Bone Marrow Drive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Finn Möller’s (Grade 6) cousin, Robbie Eddles, was first  
diagnosed with leukaemia at five years old and again at 12, and 
has just relapsed for the third time, now at 17.  
 

It has been a very long, hard and heart breaking journey for his 
family and friends. Sadly, no match has yet been found  
despite tireless efforts to try and organize donor drives all over 
SA. At this stage, he is running out of time and options fast, and it 
seems that his oncologist who has treated him for the last 12 
years is leaning towards CAR-T therapy overseas – which can-
not be done without a donor in the wings. 
 

On Friday, 15 February we will set up a testing station at Wetpups 
from 07:30 to 08:30 in the Eden Road Hall. Later that evening at 
18:00 a fundraiser/donor drive will be held at Constantia Cricket 
Club. There will be a live band playing, entrance fee will be a small 
donation to SABMR (SA Bone Marrow Registry) or a swab (for 
those eligible 18—45 years old) for those who have registered at 
least THREE days before the event.  You can register at  
www.sabmr.co.za and you will be sent a SABMR Donor Recipient 
Number which you must print and bring with you to the testing 
station.  
 

Please help us to help Robbie. 



Eden Road Notes  
 

All pedestrians, especially boys, please keep to the pedestrian 
path upon entering or exiting the school grounds; kindly refrain 
from walking across the roadway at all times. 
 

Grade 1 Library Morning: Monday, 11 February, 07:20 - 08:00 
Grade 2 Library Morning: Wednesday, 13 February, 07:20 - 08:00 
 

SPORT & EXTRAMURALS  
No cap, no play! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless 
of the weather.  

Grade 4 Afrikaans Mondeling: Ons Groet Mekaar  
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Chess Captain: Fayaaz Allie 

Fun in Grade RD 

Grade 4 History of WPPS Talk with Mr & Mrs Pearce 
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Wetpups Founders’ Day 



Grades 3 to 7 Sports Day 
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Enjoying Maths 

Word Building 

Grade 1 Activities 
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Learning a New Sound 

Learning Phonics and  Handwriting using Kagan 
Structures 
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Grade N Library Morning 


