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Where are we in the Cycle of
Education?
If we want to understand why standard schools are what they are,
we have to abandon the idea that they are products of logical
necessity or scientific insight. They are, instead, products of
history. Schooling, as it exists today, only makes sense if we view it
from a historical perspective.
In the beginning, for hundreds of thousands of years, children
educated themselves through self-directed play and exploration.
In relation to the biological history of our species, schools are very
recent institutions. With the rise of agriculture, and later of
industry, children became forced labourers. Play and exploration
were suppressed. Wilfulness, which had been a virtue, became a
vice that had to be beaten out of children. Children's lives changed
gradually from the free pursuit of their own interests to
increasingly more time spent at work that was required to serve
the economically elite.
For various reasons, some religious and some secular, the idea of
universal, compulsory education arose and gradually spread.
Education was understood as inculcation. As industry progressed
and became more automated, the need for child labour declined
in some parts of the world. The idea began to spread that childhood should be a time for learning, and schools for children were
developed as places of learning. The idea and practice of
universal, compulsory education gradually developed.
Into this mix we must add reformers, who truly cared about
children, whose messages may ring sympathetically in our ears
today. These are people who saw schools as places for protecting
children from the damaging forces of the outside world and for
providing children with the moral and intellectual grounding needed to develop into upstanding, competent adults. But they, too,
had their agenda for what children should learn. Children should
learn moral lessons and disciplines. In recent times, the methods
of schooling have become less harsh, but basic assumptions have
not changed. Learning continues to be defined as children's work,
an inculcation, and marks as a measure for success.
Schooling gradually evolved toward what we all recognise today as
conventional schooling. The methods of discipline became more
humane, or at least less corporal; the lessons became more
secular; the curriculum expanded as knowledge expanded to
include an ever-growing list of subjects; and the number of hours,
days, and years of compulsory schooling increased. School gradually replaced fieldwork, factory work, and domestic chores as the
child's primary job. Just as adults put in their 8-hour day at their
place of employment, children today put in their 6-hour day at
school, plus another hour or more of homework and, often, more
hours of lessons outside of school. Over time, children's lives have
become increasingly defined and structured by the school curriculum. Children now are almost universally identified by their grade
in school, much as adults are identified by their job or career.
But, what if logic and scientific insight were to guide the way
school curricula and assessments are structured?

Somewhere along the way, there has been an unspoken
agreement that marks are effective communicators of learning.
Andreas Schleicher, director of education and skills for the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, said
that if we want to improve educational outcomes we need to have
a much more enquiry and project-based approach. Speaking at
the Education World Forum in London he added: "We need to
make education a lot more of a science." – not an inculcation of
politically or economically determined outcomes.
Somehow we, as a society, have taken this bait - completely. The
variability of a child’s marks from teacher to teacher, subject to
subject, personality to personality, and interpretation to
interpretation is so great, I cannot believe that we can realistically
put any stock in what they measure and what they communicate.
At best, they are an accurate snapshot of where a child is, but they
do not provide parents or children meaningful feedback for
growth or improvement.
What can we do to create a mindset of growth and intrinsic motivation in our children that will empower them for a lifetime? In
seeking solutions and answers to these questions - and in
rethinking school – the following aspects have been added and, in
some cases re-evaluated, in the schooling programme at
Wetpups:
Project-Based Learning:
Through project-based learning we aim to develop deep content
knowledge as well as critical thinking, creativity, and
communication skills in the context of doing an authentic,
meaningful project. PBL unleashes a contagious, creative energy
among students and teachers.
STEAM Activities:
STEAM activities provide opportunities for meaningful
collaboration, increase critical thinking, provide a unique way to
problem-solve and give students hands-on learning experiences.
Changing the Curriculum to ensure it is Relevant and Dynamic:
We need to ensure that our curriculum is relevant. It needs to be
cognitively demanding and challenging for our boys as they apply
concepts and skills to real world, complex and open-ended
problems. The emphasis is shifting from content to skill, and from
result to process.
Rethinking How and When we Assess:
Assessment needs to inform teaching and learning. Assessment is
not the end, but rather a continuous process of interaction, which
allows students to understand where they are at in the process of
learning. It needs to empower and enable them on their journey,
it should never ‘box’ and stifle their growth.
Strategic plan to Integrate the use of IT to Enhance Teaching and
Learning:
We have embarked on a process of IT integration to transform
learning in our classrooms. Staff development will be the key
focus to enable our staff to facilitate the use of devices
appropriately in order to transform learning and meet the needs
of today’s student.
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Eden Road Notes
Grade N Library Morning: Monday, 4 February 07:30 – 08:15
All pedestrians, especially our boys, are to stick to the pedestrian
path upon entering or exiting the school grounds and to refrain
from walking across the roadway at all times.
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS
No cap, no play! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless
of the weather.

Pathway Fundraising Campaign

Clement Mazibuko (Student Teacher) took part in the
Iron Man 70.3 in East London last weekend. He did a
32 min swim, 4hrs 15min cycle and a 2hrs 39min run.
Congratulations, Clement, and well done!

If you are interested in buying a pathway plaque for your son,
please contact us. These plaques can be found on the pathway
that links the Eden Road and the Newlands Road Campuses via the
tunnel. Each displays the boy’s name and the year he leaves
WPPS. Such a lovely way for your son to leave his mark! The cost
of the plaques are: Option 1: R1000 per boy or Option 2: R5000
per family.

Thought for the Week

All money raised from this campaign supports the Centenary
Foundation Trust, which makes a significant contribution to every
aspect of the school’s future. Furthermore, the Trust has Section
18A status as a Public Benefit Organisation, so donors may request
a Section 18A certificate.

“Reading and writing are the most nourishing forms of meditation
anyone has so far found."
American writer Kurt Vonnegut (1922-2007)

If you would like to know more, please contact Caron Perrott via
email perrott@wpps.org.za or call 021 761 8074.
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