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Investing in our Leaders of
Tomorrow
Institutions that have the capacity to provide scholarships to those
who would not ordinarily be able to attend them, are providing
opportunity for our leaders of tomorrow.
As WPPS, we are currently providing scholarships to boys starting
as early as Grade 4. We have eight boys who have been afforded
the opportunity to complete their prep schooling at this
wonderful institution;

Where are these boys from?

How have their lives been impacted since arriving at our
school?

How have their families been impacted?

What is our vision for these boys, their families and their
future?

Where to from WPPS?

With the values we teach at WPPS, should we not invest in a
programme that ensures these boys are taught to become
respectful men one day, who display integrity, courage,
compassion and humility, and to be accountable for their actions?
Should we not provide support to ensure these boys grow up to
be role models who affect positive change in the lives of others?
My vision for boys on our scholarship programme is to get them to
realise the significant roles they will play in their communities
once they have been given the opportunity to be part of the WPPS
scholarship programme. They should take full advantage of the
helping hand they have been given in life, so they can become
influential leaders one day in their communities and beyond.
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We need to be reminded that once these boys enter our school,
they are exposed to a whole new world, a world of hope and
opportunity; opportunities we make available here. This in itself is
a wonderful prospect for any boy on our scholarship programme.
But, in most cases, these boys’ situations have not changed at
home. They get mocked and bullied by their peers back home
because their accents have started to change. They struggle to
connect with their friends at home because they have been
exposed to a more lavish lifestyle, so their outlook on life has
changed. They change because it is natural to adapt to your
surroundings and to want more for yourself. Do we make an
effort to find out what their conditions are like at home or is it
easier just to support them in our space?
Are we setting them up to disconnect from their community (that
remains behind) with its challenges now that they have
experienced a better life. If they fail on our programme, what
happens when they go back with nothing to hold onto.
Is our programme successful when we are able to assist them in
finding placement at a premier high school and should it end
there? How do we awaken their potential, empower and inspire
each of them to become a solutionary for our tomorrow in their
respective communities?
We need to create a link between our current scholarship boys
and their previous schools. Those schools should be
acknowledged for the role they have played in grooming them to
be boys of scholarship material to WPPS. It saddens me when one
of our boys tells me his previous school no longer offers the sport
he loves to play, yet he graces our fields and we celebrate his
success here - at what expense? In the June holidays, we had 15
rugby balls and other equipment lying around on our fields; rugby
balls that many schools struggle to offer their students due to
budget constraints. Are we taking these small things for granted?
The question has to be asked: do we understand the impact a
scholarship has on a boy, his family, and his community?
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New Marimbas

Weekly Sports Wrap
RUGBY
On Tuesday and Wednesday last week our rugby boys played
against Bishops. The teams had a close set of fixtures with both
schools trying to play an attractive brand.
On Monday, our U13A and B teams played against St Charles
from KZN, who were here on their Grade 7 tour. Both games
were entertaining to watch. We also had some midweek games
against SACS where the boys struggled against a school with
double our numbers. Tomorrow we take on Rhenish Primary; and
unfortunately, our U10s and U12s have byes and will not be
playing.

The school recently purchased a new set of African Marimbas.
They were specially made for us with extended ranges by AMI in
Grahamstown. The Grade 4s were lucky to be the first boys to play
on them.

HOCKEY
After a week off, a long weekend, and having pre-played our
scheduled fixtures against The Grove, we have had a week of
“strange” fixtures.
Firstly, a combined U13 invitation team took on the touring St
Charles from Pietermaritzburg. The chilly afternoon at
Hartleyvale could not dampen the great festival atmosphere of
the match.
Then, our U12C and D teams played in a festival with the other
boys schools at SACS on Wednesday afternoon - with the best
part of the afternoon being how much hockey the boys got to
play. Typically these boys have a lot of fun on the field, and this
was no exception.
Finally, the U13B and U11A boys turned out against Pinelands
North Primary and, while playing on grass, they held the WPPS
name high.
We look forward to our last two weeks of regular fixtures where
we take on Sweet Valley and SACS. Keep up the hard work boys,
and let us finish on a high!
SQUASH
On Monday our A team played against St Charles. All five of our
boys won their matches and some outstanding squash was
played by all.
This week our A team take on Sweet Valley and the C team will
march down the road for the highly anticipated annual fixture
against Herschel! We wish our boys the best of luck.
Inter-House Squash will be played on Monday, 27 August.
CROSS COUNTRY
Last Saturday, three boys competed at the WP Championships.
As this is usually a very a strong field, the following boys, Ilyaas
van Graan, Jake Fenn and Thomas Macdonald ran a very challenging course and did the school proud.

Grade R Twilight Tales

A reminder that our Inter-House Cross Country takes place on
Saturday, 8 September, at Klein Constantia. This is a whole school
event and is compulsory for all boys.

Thought for the Week
“Life is waiting for you. You might be stuck here for a while, but
the world isn’t going anywhere. Hang on in there if you can. Life is
always worth it.”
"Reasons To Stay Alive" by Matt Haig (2015)
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Grades 3 & 4 Women's Day Talks
Teresa Jennings and Thateng Shimange (Grade 3 moms) spoke to
the boys. Both mothers shared inspiring stories of prominent and
empowered women who have managed to excel in a male
dominated society.
These included women such as Elizabeth Blackwell, Maya Angelou,
Serena Williams and Portia Woodman. From these stories, the
boys learnt about the many different challenges which woman
have to face.

Our Grade 4 boys enjoyed an informative, interesting and inspiring
talk by two of our moms, Vivienne Gutsche and Nyarai Pfende. As a
follow-up activity the boys
brainstormed what they took away from the talk. Here are some
points they shared:

We celebrate Women’s day to honour and draw attention to
women.

On the 9 August 1956 more than 20 000 South African women
marched to the Union Buildings to peacefully protest against
the ‘pass laws’ and the discrimination of women. They sang a
freedom song: Wathint’ abafazi, Strijdom! Since then, the
phrase “Wathint' Abafazi, Wathint' Imbokodo” (You Strike a
Woman, You Strike a Rock) has come to represent the courage and strength of South African women.

Women wear many different hats such as mom, wife, homemaker, class rep, BOG member, company director, solutionary, teacher, mentor, peacemaker, environmentalist.

Women always put their family first. They have the most important role in the family – they hold the family together.

Women want to be treated equally in the work place, sports
front, in schools and universities, at home and in the community.

Sometimes we treat our moms and teachers with disrespect.
We need to be more aware and respect everyone equally.

Women have huge potential and should have the freedom to
show it in all areas of their lives

It does not matter what skin colour you are, as men and women are equal.
Thank you to Viv and Nyarai for giving up your time to enrich our
boys.
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Grade 1 Activities

Eden Road Notes
All pedestrians, especially our boys, are to stick to the pedestrian
path upon entering or exiting the school grounds.
Boys are once again reminded to wear their footwear (socks and
shoes / takkies / sandals) before exiting the school grounds. This is
a school rule.
AFTERCARE
Parents are reminded please to call the aftercare directly after
12:30 on 081 497 6347.
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS
No cap, no play! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless
of the weather.
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Barlow House
On Sunday, 5 August, the boarders, their parents, staff and the
parents who generously donated their time, money and furnishings, gathered together to celebrate the new improved Barlow
House.
The boys are delighted with all the renovations. The boarding
house feels loved, homely and a comfortable place in which to live.
We are eternally grateful to all our parents who made these
changes happen.

Wednesday Night Guest
This week Suleiman Hartzenberg, a WPPS Old Boy, visited Barlow
House. He was delighted to spend time with the current boarders
and shared many of his memories at WPPS with them. He proved
to be a true role model, who the boarders can look up to. Without
a doubt, he left our boys with a lot to look forward to and work
towards.
We thank him for taking the time to visit Barlow House in what
seems to be a demanding High School timetable.
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Barlow House
Senior
Boarders
Outing
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Grade 2 Aquarium Outing
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Grades 4 - 7 Photography

Adam Buckham

Luke Oellermann

Fred Verster Cohen & Nicholas Sedgwick

James Scarth

Aiden Wood

Michael Lawson
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