WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
“Love and Joy”
Newsletter

20 April 2018

From the Headmaster’s Desk
It is amazing how time is flying by. We are now already into the
second term of 2018. This is the season when boys and staff turn
their attention on the sports field to hockey and rugby. While we
punch well above our weight in these two sports given our smaller
numbers, we still often land up on the losing end of our matches
against our main rivals. Speaking to the boys in assembly this week,
I encouraged them to show grit, determination, courage and fortitude in their encounters and never to give up. We have excelled if
we have played hard, and have given of our very best in all that we
have done. I implored the boys always to do everything wholeheartedly and never just to go through the motions in everything
they do. If we are going to do something, we must give it all we
have or not do it at all.
As you may be aware, Percy Fitzpatrick, who was influential in the
founding of our school, wrote the book Jock of the Bushveld. It is
wonderful to be able to invoke the spirit of Jock as we look to inspire the boys at Wetpups to strive for excellence and greatness.
The little dog demonstrated such character, courage and tenacity in
his life and he showed that size, looks and talent do not matter as
much as fortitude and attitude. As the well-known saying goes: “In
life it is attitude and character that ultimately determines your altitude.”
During our time together in our first assembly, I also emphasised
the importance of our value of “respect”. Respect demonstrates
that we are able to think beyond ourselves and think about those
around us. It is essential to note that it is manners that clearly show
the depth of our respect for those around us. Aspects such as
greeting others or letting them through a door before us is so important in acknowledging, seeing and recognising those around us.
Assisting those who may be new to an environment or helping people at the table to have what is required before serving yourself
shows your concern for those around you. These simple things are
so important in our “me first” and instant gratification orientated
world in which we live. Respect and manners are things we all need
to reinforce on an ongoing basis. They need to become habits for
our boys so that, as they grow up and interact in the world, they
become conscious and aware of those around them. As a parent of
two grown children, I can vouch for the fact that much nagging and
reminding pays off in the end, and that the wonderful behaviours
associated with respect are often demonstrated when you as parents are not there to witness them.
This term we continue with our theme of the Fruits of the Spirit.
Last term we concentrated on love and joy. This term we move to
peace and patience. There are so many inspiring stories of the human spirit triumphing over the darkness that comes from greed,
selfishness and retribution and which result in conflict and war. I
spoke to the boys about the wonderful story of the Christmas
Truce, that occurred in the 1st World War in December 1914. In the
middle of a very grim and gruesome war fought in the most diabolical circumstances in France, came a day of magic and the

triumph of humanity and peace where British and German soldiers
met in no-man’s land between their warring trenches to sing
carols, play football, chat and exchange gifts. What these men
realised was that they had more in common with each other
rather than the differences that divided them. There was a point
at which the men who were involved in the truce and the
Christmas festivities were committed to not going back to fighting.
However, this wish for peace and the reaching out of the human
spirit was dealt a blow when the leaders, who had not
experienced the miracle of the moment, ordered the men back
into the trenches and renewed the conflict. The war then
continued for a further four years. What a missed opportunity for
peace and for the world to have had a different history. How
much strife and suffering was caused by the continuation of the
war and the loss of so much life. If we could only spend more time
seeking to understand others rather than seeking for ourselves to
be understood. So much war and conflict is owing to greed,
defence of ideology and misunderstanding caused by greatest loss
comes to those who are vulnerable and innocent in our society.
We need to teach our boys to understand, respect and listen
intently to others, so that we avoid conflict and live in peace,
harmony and abundance.
We were very pleasantly surprised to arrive back to the news that
four of our Grade 7 boys had done well in the St Andrew’s
Scholarship Examinations. Sinjhun Cawse was awarded The Boxer
Scholarship, Jacques Cloete and Adam Tresfon were awarded the
Blackburn WPPS Scholarship and Daniel Hickey received the St
Andrew’s College Scholarship.
We are currently working hard with the help of CCNI architects to
produce a comprehensive master plan for the school. In the next
couple of weeks, they will be talking to our support staff and to
the boys about their ideas of what needs to be considered for the
future at Wetpups. All the different ideas and proposals will be
collated into a plan that will then be presented to the Board.
We continue to work hard in terms of the eight imperatives that
we identified for the school. In the next few weeks the leaders of
each of the different areas will summarise what has been achieved
so far and what we still need to do. We are living in interesting
times at Wetpups where we are working positively towards ensuring that we unlock the talents of our boys, and inspire and empower each of them to become a solutionary for our tomorrow.
SIMON WEAVER

Save the Dates
8 May: Talk on Restorative Discipline for Grades 3 to 7 - Hugh
Fynn at 18:30
30 May: Life Matters - Kayla Tess for Grades 6 and 7 at 18:30
1 June: Second-Hand Rose from 09:00 - 14:30
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Rugby
This afternoon sees the start of the rugby season with various
seven-a-side festivals taking place. The U11 and U13 boys play
today, with the U10 and U12 boys playing tomorrow. The festivals
are called the Skeeles 7s. The first of which was held in 2004. The
format is the brain child of the legendary Bishops Prep Deputy
Headmaster, Richard Skeeles. As with many good ideas, the tight
forwards, loose forwards and backs concept was hatched around a
braai fire while on tour in the Natal Midlands.
Rick sadly died in 2003. The Skeeles 7s celebrates his life, love of
rugby, love of people and, above all, his infectious ability to
inspire boys and adults alike!
For the programmes for these various festivals, please see the
sports site or make use of the school app under weekly fixtures.
Hockey
The hockey boys hit the ground running, with senior practices
kicking into full swing. The logistics of running practices spread
between Hartleyvale, Herschel and the Dauncey Field means that
we always hold our breath, hoping that all goes according to plan
in the first week. It all seems to have run smoothly so far; even the
welcome rain on Wednesday could not deter us from ensuring
that we used the time available to prepare the boys for the season
ahead.
We will follow a similar programme next week, with our first
round of fixtures scheduled for the first week of May. The U9s will
start with their weekly boys’ school round robin at Hartleyvale,
with the rest of the age groups taking on Sweet Valley.
Just a friendly reminder - it is a WP Primary Schools Hockey rule
that both gum guards and shin guards are compulsory for all
primary school hockey.

Grade 6 Groote Schuur Heart Transplant
Museum Outing

Eden Road Notes

Thought for the Week
“What you do makes a difference and you have to decide what
difference you want to make.”
British anthropologist Dr Jane Goodall

SPORT & EXTRAMURALS NO CAP, NO PLAY!
Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless of the weather.
REMINDERS:
Eye Screening from 24 to 26 April

Two of our music teachers, Andrea Fisher-Jeffes and Michael
Low went to Singapore at the end of last term and did
masterclasses and recitals at two music schools.
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Grade 6 Camp
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Grade 7 Camp
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Uniform Options
Grades 1– 3
Option 1:

Option 2:

- White shirt
- Navy shorts
- WPPS Belt
- Brown sandals or black leather shoes with long black socks

- New WPPS golf shirt
- Navy Quantec shorts
- Brown sandals or white trainers with long navy and white socks

Option 3:

Tracksuit:

- Old WPPS golf shirt
- Navy Quantec shorts
- Brown leather sandals or white trainers with long navy and
white
socks

WPPS tracksuit to be worn over uniform option 1, 2 or 3 on cold
days. The tracksuit is to be worn as either a full tracksuit or the
tracksuit top only.
Boys are not allowed to wear the tracksuit bottoms on their own,
without the top.
Boys are to either wear white trainers with the navy and white
socks or the black leather shoes with the black socks.
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Uniform Options
Grades 4 - 7
Formal winter uniform:

Sports winter uniform:

- WPPS Blazer
- Navy shorts
- White long white sleeved shirt
- WPPS tie
- WPPS belt
- WPPS long-sleeved / sleeveless jersey
- Long black socks
- Black leather shoes

- White WPPS golf shirt or rugby or hockey jersey
- Navy Quantec shorts
- Long navy and white socks
- Trainers (predominately white)
Note: boys are allowed to wear this uniform on days when they
are playing sport during the water restrictions.

Note: This option is to be worn during Terms 2 and 3 if the boys
are not playing sport in the afternoon.
Tracksuit:

WPPS tracksuit may be worn over the sports uniform on cold
days.
The tracksuit is to be worn either as a full tracksuit or the tracksuit top only.
Boys are not allowed to wear the tracksuit bottoms without the
top.
Boys are to wear trainers (predominately white) with the long
navy and white socks.
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Grade NC First Day Back

