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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

It was wonderful to have a few weeks off to recharge our batteries 
before coming back for our second exciting term of the year. Straight 
after our very well run and successful Fun Night, I left to go to the UK 
where we held our Old Boys’ Function in London. This was an  
exceptional evening with a party of some 20 Old Boys who really  
appreciated us being there and who were enthusiastic and interested 
to hear about our plans for the future. At the same time, I was able to 
visit several prep schools in the UK which proved to be very  
informative. Caron Perrott should be thanked for arranging this very 
successful event and making contact with our Old Boys. She was also 
able to visit a number of schools to find out about how they do  
marketing and raise funds for their future developments. My wife, 
Karen, and I used this opportunity to travel around the UK and were 
able to meet up with family members at Rutland Water. We had a cold 
but wonderful and fruitful time overseas. 
 

One of our major goals for this year is looking at transformation at 
Wetpups. In this regard, we have set up Connections as our main 
theme for the year. During the first term our theme was This is my 
Story. Building on this, our theme for this term Let us Listen to One  
Another. In order for us to truly transform our hearts and souls we need 
to learn to listen, where we seek to understand the other fully before 
being understood ourselves. Listening is important for us to really  
connect with one another. Our South African society is made up of so 
many different people, religions, races, tribes, philosophies etc that we 
can get caught up in misunderstanding one another and eventually 
become angry, closed and judgmental. This ultimately leads to conflict. 
 

At Wetpups we want to ensure that all our boys are transformed in 
their thinking about the diverse society in which they live. In order for 
us to better understand, accept and respect those who are different to 
us, we need to learn to listen with our whole being. It is indeed true 
that most people do not listen with the intent to understand, but ra-
ther listen with the intent to reply. 
 

During this term we will be concentrating on teaching our boys to be-
come active listeners. There are several aspects that we should  
emphasise: 

 Listen Fully  
Listen with all your senses in a focused manner and give your un-
divided attention to the other person. 

 Defer Judgement  
Seek first to understand and then be understood. 

 Keep Calm 
Keep your emotions in check at all times, and only prepare to re-
spond when you have finished listening. 

 Stay in the Moment 
Try not to be distracted by other things happening around you and 
other thoughts in your mind. 

 Don't Interrupt 
Avoid thinking about a response while the other person is talking. 

 Show that you are Listening 
Use eye contact and appropriate body language. 
 

 Engage by asking Clarifying Questions 
Make sure that you fully understand by asking relevant ques-
tions. 

 Be Attuned To and Reflect Feelings 
Confirm the feelings that the other person may be experienc-
ing. 

 Summarise and Paraphrase where Necessary 
Make sure the person you are listening to knows that you 
have listened carefully by giving them feedback through sum-
maries. 

 Put Biases, Prejudices and Problems Aside 
Make sure that all your own ideas and stereotypes are put 
aside when listening. 

 

If we are really serious about transformation then we have to 
learn to listen carefully so that we have respect and understand-
ing in our communications with one another. 
 

Historically, butterflies have been symbols of transformation as 
they turn from a chrysalis into a beautiful butterfly. In the same 
way, we need to help one another by lifting our hands together as 
the communicator and listener, to create a butterfly that looks like 
this.  

Let us get involved in transformation by listening to each other 
and in this way change the world we live in. I hope we have an 
excellent term listening to each other.   
 

SIMON WEAVER 

WPPS INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR A 
 

PARENT AND STAFF  
FORUM ON  

BECOMING MORE  
INCLUSIVE 

 

SPECIAL GUEST PROF JONATHAN JANSEN 
 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 
18:30 to 20:30 
Stansbury Hall 

 

RSVP to perrott@wpps.org.za by 16 April. 
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Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

RUGBY 
This afternoon and tomorrow will see the start of the rugby  
season with various Skeeles 7-a-side festivals taking place. This 
afternoon Bishops is hosting the U13s on the Lutgensvale Field 
and Wynberg is hosting the U11s at their junior school fields. 
Tomorrow, WPPS will host the U10s on the Mount Royal/Dauncey 
Fields and Bishops will host the U12s on the Lutgensvale Field. 
The various programmes for these festivals are on the schools 
app. 
  
The first Skeeles 7s was played in 2004, the brainchild of the  
legendary Bishops Prep Deputy Headmaster, Richard Skeeles. As 
with many good ideas, the tight forwards, loose forwards and 
backs concept was hatched around a braai fire whilst on tour in 
the Natal Midlands. Rick sadly passed away in 2003. The Skeeles 
7s celebrates his life, his love of rugby, his love of people and 
above all his infectious ability to inspire boys and adults alike! 
 

HOCKEY 
With the start of the second term we are all excited about the 
new hockey season, especially the boys. It was great to be out on 
a fresh autumn morning working with the U11 boys keen to take 
up goalkeeping duties on Tuesday. While the U10 and U11 boys 
had a shorter practice, we are hoping to streamline the use of this 
new time slot to maximize our turf time at Herschel. Obviously, 
new age groups mean that parents and boys alike need to adapt 
to new arrangements, so could I please ask everyone concerned 
to check the App for details with regards to practices and  
matches - especially for the period until mid-May, as public  
holidays will have quite a significant impact. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind all involved in the 
game at Wetpups that our focus is one of striving for team  
success, which includes upholding sportsmanship at all times. We 
have a clear coaching strategy, which aims to build both  
individual and team skills developmentally, and our coaching staff 
will use this framework to guide their teams throughout the  
season. We look forward to another successful season of hockey 
at Wetpups, and aim to maintain our status as one of the top 
hockey schools in the southern suburbs. Thanks in anticipation for 
your encouragement and support from the side lines. 
 
CROSS COUNTRY 
Cross country practices started at Newlands Forest on Tuesday 
evening in preparation for the upcoming season where we aim to 
get as many boys running as possible. Boys need to remember to 
sign up by the Wednesday prior to Friday's race. The race lists will 
be on the cross country notice board (next to the Chapel) from 
the Monday. There are no races scheduled for the first three 
weeks. Please see the race calendar on the app under Cross 
Country. 
 

SQUASH 
All boys playing squash may attend any number of practices a 
week, from Monday to Thursday. Practices run from 14:30-16:00. 
We take the school bus to UCT Kopano courts so no transport is 
required. Your son will need a racquet, glasses and non-marking 
shoes. We provide squash balls. 
 

There will be three teams this year. Our A and B teams will be 
chosen according to a ranking system and our C team will change 
every week in order to give all boys, who are able to play a  
competitive game, a match. Matches are played on Fridays 
starting at 13:30 and finishing anytime from 14:30-15:30, depend-
ing on where the fixture is played. 

Joseph Oelz won the Junior Max in Cape Town, 
which was the first round of the SA Nationals.  

Wind Band Concert with Grey  
Junior School 

 

We will be doing a combined concert with Grey Junior School on 
Thursday, 25 April, starting at 18:30 in the Stansbury Hall. The 
Junior and Senior Wind Bands will take part, along with the Grey 
Concert and Jazz Band.  
 

Boys are to arrive at 18:00 and meet in the Music Department. 
Dress is full winter uniform. Family and friends are encouraged to 
attend the concert. Entrance is free, and seating is unreserved. 
Limited parking will be available on the school playground.      

Eden Road Notes  
 

SPORT & EXTRAMURALS  
No cap, no play! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless 
of the weather.  
 

GUM GUARDS 
Boys must wear gum guards for hockey, this is a rule. They may 
wear one for rugby and park rugby, but this is not essential. 
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Thought for the Week 
 

“Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with their 
own hearts.” 
 

Scientist Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 

Grade 1 STEAM 
Experiment 

This week the boys’ STEAM activity was on growing crystals. 
The boys have each made a pipe cleaner shape, they have 
mixed saturated solutions and are now waiting for  
crystallization to happen. 

Grade 7 Cape Philharmonic  
Orchestra Outing 

 
The Grade 7s attended the morning rehearsal of the Cape   
Orchestra (CPO) on Thursday at the City Hall. We were privileged to 
hear the orchestra working through the overture to Wagner's 
opera, The Flying Dutchman, followed by Romanian virtuoso  
pianist, Daniel Ciobanu, playing Dimitri Shostakovich's Piano Con-
certo No. 2 in F major. It was a worthwhile and most enjoyable 
morning for the boys.   
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Grade 2 Measurement 
The boys explored measurement by measuring their body parts using tape measures.  

Grade 2 Seed Dispersal 
 
 

While learning about trees and plants, the boys also learnt about seed dispersal. They had lots of fun experimenting and seeing how 
far seeds can travel. 


