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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

I hope that you all had a wonderful holiday and that everyone 
returned to Wetpups refreshed and ready to enjoy another year 
at this school. Holidays are times to relax and reconnect with fam-
ily and friends. Furthermore, it is a time that we can take a step 
back and look objectively at our lives and where we are going. 
New year is a time when many of us set ourselves new goals and  
objectives, and we come back to work with great determination 
and motivation. We trust that 2018 will be a great year for 
Wetpups, you, and your family. 
 

I find that holidays are a good opportunity to read and learn more 
about education. During this time, I read a book called Taught not 
Caught”, written by Nicky Morgan, who was the Secretary of State 
for Education in the UK from 2014 to 2016. She champions  
character education at UK schools and explains the reason for this 
by saying: “The English education system is only doing half the job 
it needs to do to prepare our children for the 21st century. In a 
world where many of the jobs of tomorrow haven’t even been 
invented, where technology is changing our world increasingly 
rapidly and where people are likely to dip in and out of self-
employment, employers are putting an ever greater  
premium on character traits such as resilience, persistence, grit, 
leadership, self-awareness and self-efficacy… a rich education full 
of character development is not an alternative to an academic 
knowledge-rich education. They are two sides of the same coin 
and both are necessary to prepare our young people for success 
and stability in the 21st century.” 
 

Martin Luther King said: “Intelligence plus character – that is the 
goal of education” and Theodore Roosevelt said: “To educate a 
person in the mind but not in the morals is to educate a menace 
to society.” Clearly, character education is exceptionally  
important for our children and this is an aspect that we, at 
Wetpups, are trying to emphasise as we realise how essential it is 
for our boys’ future success. Our mission, vision and values point 
to the importance of character development in growing our boys 
to become the best they can be for the world. 
 

The Jubilee Centre for Character and Virtues at Birmingham  
University has an excellent way of summarising the important 
values and virtues that we need to instil in our boys for their  
character development. They break them into four different  
categories that make a great deal of sense: 

 Civic: service and volunteering; neighbourliness; citizenship; 
community awareness and spirit; social justice 

 Moral: courage; compassion; gratitude; honesty and Integri-
ty; justice; humility or modesty; self-discipline; tolerance; 
respect 

 Performance: resilience; perseverance; grit and determina-
tion; leadership; teamwork; motivation or ambition; confi-
dence 

 Intellectual: reflection; focus; critical thinking; reason and 
judgement; curiosity; communication; resourcefulness; open
-mindedness 

In line with developing our boys’ character, we have decided that 
our theme for the year will be “Growing Goodness” and to assist 
us in doing so we will use the Fruit of the Spirit as highlighted in 
Galatians Chapter 5. There are nine fruits of the spirit, that Paul 
speaks about: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. We will concentrate on 
two each term, starting this term with love and joy. We will be 
using self-control as a central aspect throughout the year, as  
without self-control the others are not possible. If we are going to 
be people that God intended us to be, then we will need to be 
able to offer these fruits to others and the world. Let us grow our 
boys into becoming good and great men. 
 

SIMON WEAVER 

First Day of 2018 
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Thought for the Week 
 

“It is impossible to live without failing at something, unless you 
live so cautiously that you might as well not have lived at all.” 
 

British author J K Rowling 

Here Comes the Sun... 
 

 
 

With summer in full swing in Cape Town, we are constantly re-
minded not to head out into the sun without adequate protec-
tion. Currently, the UV index is showing a high intensity of radia-
tion levels. While a balance of ultraviolet radiation exposure is 
important (ensuring adequate uptake of Vitamin D - essential for 
healthy bones and muscles), over-exposure can cause sunburn, 
skin and eye damage and skin cancer.  
 

Please ensure that sunscreen has been applied in the morning 
before your boys are dropped off at school. They must also have 
their own sunscreen in their bags for them to reapply regularly 
during the course of the day, and again before sport. Throughout 
the year, the “No cap, No play” rule applies at school. 
 

The school offices on both campuses will maintain a stock of SPF 
30 broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen for use in the event 
a boy forgets his own. 
 

As prevention is always better than cure, please support us in 
teaching our boys sensible sun behaviour. 

2018 Class Reps  
 

If you would like to volunteer to be a Class Rep, please contact Ali 
McAdam who has taken over as Class Rep co-ordinator. She can 
be contacted on alimcadam@gmail.com 

Staff Family Braai 
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New Staff   

 

Sean Adair—Grade 5 Teacher 

Romy Callendar-Easby—Grade 1 (Maternity Post) 

Micaela McGregor—Grade 2 Intern 

Joanne Hume—Admissions Secretary 

Clement Mazibuko—Senior Prep Intern 



First Day at School on Eden Road 
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Athletics Standards 


