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WPPS Committee for Awareness and Inclusivity
The Inclusivity and Awareness Committee was established in 2016,
and ratified as an official portfolio on the Board of Governors in the
same year. For several years, diversity and transformation at WPPS
was a topic of conversation that was talked about, but without
much action. This subject was less of a focus, as there were very
few policies and procedures in place to adequately support the
notion of truly becoming a more diverse school that reflects our
wider community.
The need for this committee was thus identified, and the importance of its makeup was crucial to ensure it was not a “tick-box”
exercise. The committee comprises of the Head, representatives
from Board of Governors, School Management team, parents and
saff, Male and Female, from different race and religious beliefs.
Who are we ?
Parents: Val Tapela, Nasiema van Graan, Troye Lund, Cephas
Pfende, Gerrard Henriques
WPPS Staff: Simon Weaver, Wayne Naidoo, Jackie Wilter, Wendy
Roebeck, Ryan Geddes and Caron Perrott
Board of Governors: Duncan McLea
What we have done?
From the outset, we understand that there is no magic formula and
that we do not have all the answers. Since the formation of this
committee two years ago, there has been much discussion and
debate relating to real issues pertaining to race, religion and
ethnicity at WPPS.
Feedback was well received from various members within the
WPPS Community. As a committee, we reflected on this feedback
that dealt with many truths and provided much food for thought.
Some expressed their concern that Wetpups does not reflect the
demographics of the greater South Africa, and that this presents an
unrealistic world where our boys are only integrated with peers
predominantly from the same ethnic group. We are well aware that
this will not adequately equip them for life in the real world.
This has allowed us to engage further on the subject of diversity
and transformation, and amongst others, the Admissions Policy.
We are now able to present a fresh approach to this much debated
topic as we address racialisation and race-based inequality. We
trust that with all that has been put in place it will assist in
preparing our boys for a multiracial, multilingual, multicultural
South Africa.
This committee believes that use of the words inclusivity and
awareness, will resonate better with the boys, parents and staff and
this will therefore replace the words diversity and transformation.
It presents an easier-to-understand tone for the boys and expresses
an action that is aligned with the schools’ vision and mission.
What is our Purpose?
As a committee, our purpose is to support, challenge and
encourage WPPS and it’s Board of Governors to carry out its
responsibility to promote and maintain equality, diversity, and

community values, which is in-line with the School’s Vision, Mission
and Admissions Policy. The committee was set up to assist the
school to develop and implement appropriate measures to create
awareness and acceptance and for the boys, teachers, parents,
alumni or other stakeholders to embrace diversity.
What is our goal?
The goal is to ensure that present and future committees support
the development of the school to the point where diversity is accepted as the norm and regarded as integral to quality education
and is beneficial to building a strong school. We realise the shortcomings within the current WPPS environment in that our boys are
currently limited in what they get to see and with whom they engage, as it is not a true reflection of the world nor the greater South
Africa. Our aim is to address this in our policies, initiatives and programmes.
How will we do this?
Programmes and Initiatives:
The major initiatives implemented in 2017 and being rolled out in
2018 are:

Diversity Intelligence Programme: this programme involves
enhancing and expanding the current Diversity Education Programme by spreading 12 modules across relevant grades,
providing diversity education training to relevant teachers to
expand the reach of the programme. This includes creating a
diversity education partnership with our partner school
(Zonnebloem) to enrich the programme further.

Enrichment Programme: the current Thursday morning staff
meeting time (07:40 – 08:00) will be used as a platform to
enhance learning in a non-academic manner, which allows
boys to use this time productively. The committee will invite
speakers on topics relating to inclusivity and awareness in a
manner that is fun and engaging.

WPPS Calendar of Events - Culture: review of the current programme relating to school and calendar events and enhancing
the programme to ensure that diversity issues are raised and
appropriately engaged.

Admissions Policy: the revised Admissions Policy will ensure
that it provides a fair guideline, to not only address the current
issue relating to diverse candidates but siblings, staff, Old Boys
and Old Andreans. The revised policy represents a better balance and addresses contentious issues previously raised.
Conclusion:
In a relatively short period of time much has been done to probe
and identify shortcomings, as well as to challenge the status quo
where required. As a committee, we have collectively taken up this
challenge to be the catalyst for change. As a small prep school, our
aim is to do things differently, that has an impact and that will lead
the way through living diversity. We believe that with the above in
place, this will effectively prepare our boys for life in the real South
Africa as well as life in a global village.
GERRARD HENRIQUES
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WATER POLO
Last weekend the first team participated in the Grey PE Water
Polo Festival in Port Elizabeth, which was won by Durban Prep.
Our boys were superb ambassadors for WPPS. The Inter-House
Water Polo will take place this afternoon for those wanting to
come and support.
CRICKET
This weeks fixtures were against Sweet Valley and Islamia. The
following boys performed well for their respective teams:
Chris Mclagan 34, Zuhair Sirkot 55*, Theodore Forsyth 3/2, Kian
Smith 30, Andrew Raubenheimer 53, Joseph Oelz 3/10, Cameron
Wilson 3/16, Aidan Wood 50*, Israel Stanfield 30, Daniel Cooke
56*. Well done to all the boys!
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PREP SCHOOLS’ RUGBY SEMINAR
Close to 100 coaches from across the Southern Suburbs attended
a prep schools rugby seminar last week hosted by WPPS. There
were numerous guest speakers from educational backgrounds,
who enlightened the coaches on various aspects in managing boys
from a sporting perspective. The seminar was very well received
by all who attended.

Sweet Valley´s Grade 2s will be joining our Grade 2s this afternoon
for stump cricket, which will be held on the Mount Royal field
from 16:00 - 17:00.
TENNIS
Special mention must be made of the U13D tennis team that
finished term 1 unbeaten. Well done boys!
A few reminders:
 Please note there will be no sport next week owing to parentteacher meetings.
 JME mouth guards will be here on Tuesday to do impressions
for those who have booked.
 Please remind your boys that whatever sport he decides to
do next term, needs to be continued in term 3.
Enjoy your Easter break!

Easter Egg Collection
Every Easter, we collect eggs for underprivileged children around
our city. These are distributed to a number of children’s homes
and hospitals. There has always been a generous response to this
appeal from our school family, and we have had heart-warming
feedback from the recipients.
We would be extremely grateful if your sons could bring small
Easter eggs (small enough for easy distribution – the marshmallow
eggs are probably best) to their class teachers on the Newlands
Road Campus, or to DJ at the Eden Road Office. It seems an
appropriate way to share our joy at Easter.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Mr Boardman-Smith completed the Argus Cycle Tour with his
dad and son. Together, they have finished 68 cycle tours;
Dennis completing 38, Mr Boardman-Smith 29 and his son
Cameron's first race.

Thought for the Week
"All that really belongs to us is time; even he who has nothing else
has that."
Spanish philosopher Baltasar Gracian (1601-1658)
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Alumni News

From the Eco Committee
We are all aware of the global crisis we have with plastic. At
Wetpups, we are very concerned about the impact of plastic on
our environment and, in particular, our oceans.

Raymond Ackerman, another well known Wetpups alumnus, celebrated his birthday last Saturday.
Top SA businessman and solutionary, in 2004, Raymond was voted
79th in the Top 100 Great South Africans.
Ackerman won the Outstanding Young South African award in
1965. In 1966, at 35, he was the managing director of 85 Checkers
stores.
Soon after, Mr Ackerman bought four stores in Cape Town trading
as Pick 'n Pay. Pick 'n Pay grew under his leadership, into one of
Africa's largest supermarket chains.

Did you know:
 More than 60 million plastic bottles are thrown away every
day.
 Most of these end up in landfills.
 Each bottle takes between 700 to 1000 years to decompose.
 Only one in five plastic bottles are recycled.
 It takes three times the amount of water to make a plastic
water bottle than it does to fill it.
 It takes 17 million barrels of oil to make plastic bottles per
year.
We have decided to take a stand at Wetpups so that we can make
a bigger difference. We have asked the boys to:
 Say NO to single use plastic bottles.
 Make sure they ask their parents to buy a reusable plastic
(preferably BPA-free) plastic bottle, which can be filled with
water and brought to school every day.
 Make sure to recycle any plastic bottles in one of our orange
bins.
We appreciate your support!

Mr Ackerman loved his time at Wetpups and has taken a keen
interest in his old prep school over the years. In 2013, he was invited as our special guest speaker at the launch of our Centenary
drive.
—————————————————————————————

Portrait gift of Wetpups old librarian, Dorothy St Hill
Thelma Raath (past Wetpups Boardinghouse Mistress) and a
friend Margarite, visited us this week and kindly donated two
portraits of Dorothy St Hill (past librarian) for our archives. They
are stunning drawings, one of which you can see above.
Dorothy St Hill was a much loved lady. When she died, funds were
raised to improve the library. Still today the library displays her
name and the St Hill family crest.

Tuckshop Form - Term 2
The tuckshop form for Term 2, 2018 is now online. If you would
like to order, please complete the online form and send it through
by Wednesday, 21 March. The link is: http://bit.ly/tuck22018
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We would like to thank all our Fun Night Reps, parents
and sponsors, who have given of their time, money or
products to help make our Fun Night the fantastic
event it is going to be.
Special thanks to:
Prudential
Butlers
Maritz Electrical
Simply
Nomu
Yuppiechef
The Gin Box
Adiddas
The Walt Disney Company Africa
Rainer Carstens
Lucia Swartz
Devils Peak
The Wade Bales Wine Society
AA Badenhorst Family Wines
Constantia Royale Wines

ONLINE TICKET SALES:
Please note that online ticket sales close tonight.
Please ensure that all EFTs are received by today.
TICKET COLLECTIONS:
Parents of Grades 3 to 7 can collect tickets from the
Newlands Road Office, and parents of boys in Grades
N to 2 can collect their tickets from the Eden Road
Office. Collection will take place on the 19, 20, 22
March from 08:00 - 09:00 and 13:30 - 14:30.
RAFFLE:
The raffle ticket sales close tonight, however tickets
may still be purchased on the night at the ticket
tables for R50. We invite you to take a look at the
app to see the exciting prizes!
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Eden Road Notes
GENERAL
When your son is late or absent, kindly inform the office by 08:00.
Please provide a reason or, if he has been off school for three days
or more, a doctor’s certificate. Please advise the teacher/coach/
office if your son will be absent from sport as a result of illness or
injury.
STUMP CRICKET
There will be no stump for Grade 1 this Friday. The Grade 2s will
have stump, as we have invited Sweet Valley to join our boys for
the afternoon from 16:00 – 17:00. We will do a WPPS/Sweet
Valley afternoon for Grade 1 in the fourth term.
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS - NO CAP, NO PLAY! Please remember to
apply sunscreen regardless of the weather.
AFTERCARE LUNCHES TERM 2
Order forms will be available at the Eden Road Office or Aftercare
a week before the end of this term. Completed forms need to be
returned by Wednesday, 27 March. Please note there can be no
changes or additions made to your order once it is handed in. It is
a termly commitment. No late orders will be accepted.

Grade 1 Art Club - their version of Fun Night
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Family Groups on Eden Road

Water Polo Tour to Grey PE
The 1st water polo side left for Port Elizabeth last Wednesday to
compete in the annual Grey PE Tournament. They opened their
fixtures with tough encounters against RBPS and DPHS (ultimate
winners) with tough losses and an agonising draw against
Glenwood Primary.
They picked themselves up the next day in a thrilling performance
against SACS relinquishing a 2 - 1 lead with one chukka to go,
narrowly losing 3 - 2. They ended the tournament well with a
fighting victory over Grey Bloemfontein 9 - 0.
Most importantly, they were outstanding ambassadors for our
school, with the host parents consistently mentioning their
manners and behaviour. They were gentlemen, in and out of the
pool, and certainly did their families and school proud.
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Music Workshops
Congratulations to all the boys who performed in the Music Workshops this week. One-hundred-and-eleven
pieces of music were performed over the four days by 137 boys! This represents two thirds of the boys from
Grades 4 to 7.
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WPPS Riding the Cycle Tour
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