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From the Headmaster’s Desk
Welcome back to Wetpups after what I hope was a good and
restful holiday. We are very excited about 2019 as we look to nurturing and developing the boys in our care.
At the end of last year we had a Valedictory and Prize Giving for
our Grade 7 boys. At this function I spoke about what we are trying to achieve at Wetpups. I believe that it is important to share
some of these ideas with you as we begin this new year.
One of the changes that we instituted last year was how we deal
with prizes and awards. These changes were implemented at the
Valedictory and Prize Giving for the first time and were, generally,
very well received. We want all our boys to continue trying and
improving on their personal best, and not to give up because
those who are for more talented always win. Such aspects as
effort, discipline, perseverance and attitude are vital if we are to
encourage the development of grit in our boys and ensure that
they continue growing and developing in all the different areas, in
which they are involved.
We believe that each boy is special and made by God. Everyone is
built for a purpose. I have an image of God making a huge jigsaw
puzzle of his creation; each piece is unique and has a special place
and function. Our job at Wetpups is to help every boy to find his
place and purpose. There is something special or a strength that
each boy has that can be nurtured and grown so he can take his
rightful place in God’s jigsaw of creation. I strongly believe that if
we cannot find something unique and special to say about each
boy who leaves this school, then we have failed. It is for this reason that we will acknowledge every boy who leaves us in Grade 7.
There are several things that our boys have been given and which
they have not earned in life. The first is being born to their parents
who, through their circumstances, have given them the privilege
of being educated at a school like Wetpups. Secondly, God has
given each one intelligences: being intellectual, emotional, physical or spiritual. He has made them who they are with their own
unique strengths and talents. It is our job as teachers and parents
to uncover these talents. The third aspect that God has given
them is the freedom to choose how they react to every situation
that confronts them. These three gifts have been lovingly given to
all our boys at this school. They have not earned any of these gifts
by what they have done.

For this reason we have moved to reward and acknowledge the
boys’ attitudes and effort as well as their excellence. After all,
many of the boys achieve excellence owing to their hard work and
determination.
However, our goal at Wetpups is not to only grow and develop
successful boys who have used what God has given them for their
own glory and self-enrichment, but to empower and inspire them
to give back to God by becoming the vibrant and colourful pieces
of His jigsaw that he intended. Our greatest task at this school is to
instil in our boys the values of compassion, love and care for God’s
creation and for those around us. St Therese said: “Without love,
deeds, even the most brilliant, count as nothing.” She also commented that, “Our Lord does not look so much at the greatness of
our actions, or even their difficulty, as at the love with which we do
them.”
As our boys leave Wetpups, we want them to think seriously
about the legacy that they will leave the world. Their thinking will
determine whether they become merely successful in mastering
their talents and being good at them, or whether they become
significant people who use their success in the service of the world
and of others - in this way leaving a lasting legacy. We want each
one of our boys to use their future success to become solutionaries for our tomorrow.
During the course of last year, we explored the theme of the Fruits
of the Spirit including “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility and self-control. If we can live the
Fruits of the Spirit, then we will be able to live meaningful lives
where we put aside our own selfish desires and instead follow
God’s spirit. We will then become that vibrant jigsaw piece that
will fit in exactly the right place and to complete God’s great creation. We will have used God’s gifts to us and given back to God to
make our world a better and more sustainable place. In this way
we become significant and we leave a lasting legacy for future
generations.
As we contemplate our legacies and look to become significant, let
us remember Anne Frank’s words of wisdom, “How wonderful it is
that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve
the world.”
Our Wetpups solutionaries need to go out and lovingly change the
world and make it a better place.

The way to success in life is paved by how hard we work with what
God has given us. What amount of sweat, toil and tears are we
prepared to invest in our interests and our strengths? Malcolm
Gladwell in his bestselling book Outliers points out that those
people who are successful in life are those that spend 10 000
hours doing and practising their skill. That translates to about
three hours a day for ten years. With passion, discipline, effort,
determination, courage and perseverance each of us can hone
our skills and become successful and even famous. The old saying
“It is your attitude that determines your altitude” is so apt in terms
of success in life.
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School Time Changes - Grades 3 - 7
Please ensure that your son is at school by 07:35 on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. On Thursdays, boys only need
to be at school by 08:00 owing to the staff meeting.
School ends at 14:20 from Monday to Thursday, and at 13:15 on a
Friday.

Thought for the Week
Happiness is not something you postpone for the future; it is
something you design for the present.
American motivational speaker Jim Rohn (1930-2009)

Quiet Reading Time in Grade 2Y
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Welcome to our New Academic Staff

Shuker Hartzenberg
Grade 5 Teacher

Byron Allsopp
Sports

Kye Bowerman
Student Teacher

Regan Dolman
Sports

Sinawo Poswa
Student Teacher

Stefano Prota
Student Teacher

Saara Mohamed
Student Teacher

Lara Human
Student Teacher

Serena Kistensamy
Student Teacher

Nicole van Dyk
Student Teacher

Welcome to our New Support Staff

Simeon Delo
Cook

Zoliswa Heyns
Cleaner

Craig Holloway
Cleaner
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Baba Stulo
Cleaner

First Day at Eden Road
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Athletics Standards Grades 3 to 7
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