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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

Last week I wrote about our report back from the survey. As I 
mentioned, it was interesting that the one aspect which drew the 
most comment and emotion was sport at WPPS. 
 

We live in a country where school sport plays a very important 
part of our lives. It is an aspect of school life which is very visible 
in that many parents watch matches and sometimes practices. 
Winning seems to be important to us and parents get upset if 
they feel their boys have not been coached properly or have been 
placed in the wrong team. I find it fascinating as the Headmaster, 
that most of the issues and complaints I have to deal with at 
school are sport related. This is an area that seems to evoke the 
most concern and emotion.  
 

We need to ask: Should this be the case, and why does it tend to 
happen? 
 

A parent, Mike Buckham, eloquently answers the first question 
saying, “We are fully supportive of your views about a school be-
ing a place of academics and growing our boys into solid citizens. 
For sure, we all enjoy a winning team but sport is about participa-
tion and not winning. This is particularly the case at primary 
school level. I always use this example for my boys. I say to them 
“in your grade of 60 boys how many of them do you think will 
make a living out of playing sport?” I generally answer for them 
and say that it will be surprising if it is more than one. Then I say 
to them “in your class of 60 boys, how many of them do you think 
will use their academics to make a living being doctors, account-
ants, lawyers, engineers, teachers, entrepeneurs etc.” I usually say 
about 95% of them. Then I say to them “Do you think it matters 
more that your academics are sound or that you play better 
sport?” 
 

To support this argument, in all the 30 years that I have been 
teaching, I only know of a handful of boys who became top-flight 
sportsmen, and yet we still place such importance on sport.  
 

For me, there are so many excellent reasons why we do sport. 
First and foremost, it should be to engender a love of sport and a 
resultant lifelong participation in it for a healthy living. There is so 
much that we learn about playing in a team, we learn about suc-
cess and failure, how to encourage others for the benefit of the 
team. We should be learning about bettering ourselves and deal-
ing with competition. However, we seem to mitigate against all 
these lofty ideals when we over emphasise its importance and 
place pressure on our children.  
 

Michael Thompson in his book Speaking of Boys writes: 
“American culture measures a boy’s masculinity by his participa-
tion in sport… boys have to prove through their athleticism that 
they are strong boys who will become formidable men… every  

Grades N - 7 Inter-House Cross 
Country 

 

The annual inter-house cross country run will once again take 
place on the beautiful Klein Constantia wine farm, tomorrow 
morning, and is always one of the highlights of the year. Our great 
appreciation to the owners of the Klein Constantia farm for mak-
ing this event possible and such a memorable 50th anniversary. 

Please look out for sprinkler heads when parking along the road 
leading up to the farm. Remember there is parking behind the 
main cellar as well. 
 

REGRET NO DOGS ALLOWED.  
 

Bacon and egg rolls and coffee will be on sale, and you are warmly 
invited to a complimentary wine tasting and a chance to buy their 
KC Sauvignon Blanc at a special price. Please see the voucher be-
low.  

Grade 3 Spring hats 



From the Headmaster’s Desk cont/d 
 

boy is defined by sport, whether he likes it or not, whether he is good or not. Coordinated boys who like sports enjoy a very high status in 
boys’ circles, they become early leaders of the pack in elementary school. They organise the games at recess and have the right to exclude 
boys who are not good at games. Most boys want to play with the athletic set and most do, even if they are not gifted. It is only the timid 
and very uncoordinated who avoid such games from the beginning.” 
 

Michael Thompson seems to be implying that in America and I would suggest also in South Africa, sport plays a big part in defining masculini-
ty and this is something he questions. Should we, as teachers and parents, be emphasising sport in the way we do under these conditions? 
Will it not just make matters worse? 
 

It was sad for me to hear the boys in Grades 5 – 7 answer several questions I posed to them a week or two ago. I asked them what made 
boys hurt others, and they identified that it was generally jealousy that made them hurt others. Then when asked what was causing the 
jealousy, they were fairly quick to point out that it was competition. For me this was very interesting. The question I then thought about was, 
is there less bullying in schools where competition and sport is less emphasised as being important? 
 

Having said all this, I am certainly not against competition or sport. However, I believe that there is a healthy and productive way of dealing 
with it. Competition is essential for self-improvement. We use competition with others to better ourselves. In healthy competition the focus 
is on self-improvement, while in negative competition it is about assessing ourselves in comparison to others.  
 

The difference between the two is best illustrated in my experience as an athletics coach at one of my previous schools. I had a team of 
1200m runners who despondently came out week after week to run inter-school competitions. They were despondent because each week  
they would fill the last three places. As they crossed the line each time they would walk across it. Eventually, they came to me requesting to 
give up running.  
 

Having thought about my problem, I decided that the only way I could change things around was to begin timing each boy. This changed 
things completely. The boys began to love their running again as they used the competition to better their personal best times. They no 
longer walked across the finishing line, but sprinted in order to lower their times. It was so uplifting to see the joy on their faces when I told 
them the times they had achieved.  
 

All of this accentuates the importance of using competition to better oneself. Unhealthy competition results in one or two winners with the 
rest of the competitors feeling like losers. However, if we look at using competition to push our own personal boundaries, then all of us can 
be winners and our winning comes in the form of self-improvement.  
 

The whole topic of sport is fraught with difficulty and we find it complicated to manage. With a sensible approach, however, we can make it 
a very positive and enjoyable aspect for all, where we all use competition to find our own mastery and we are able to do our personal best.  
 

As parents and teachers, we need to guide our boys through the minefield of competition by calming things down and reducing the pressure 
on our boys. Our heightened emotions do not assist them in this already difficult situation.  
 

I would like to end this newsletter with wise words from Michael Thompson who writes: “What you have to do is support your son in sport, 
but make it clear that you support him only because he loves it”. 
 

“The ideal father is one who gets enormous pleasure out of watching his child, a father who doesn’t critique his son’s performance constant-
ly, and is always a bit worried that it is taking too much time from studies, from the family or from the development of other interests. It 
must not be all about sport. I would like to see a father use the time in the car driving to games to talk about school, about teachers, about 
his son’s friends or about what is happening in national politics.” 
 

It is best to say to your son “We just want you to know that we love watching you play. You always make a tremendous effort. You always 
contribute to your team.” 
 

For an excellent TedTalk on this go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXw0XGOVQvw 
 

SIMON WEAVER 
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Grade N Scratch Patch Outing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXw0XGOVQvw
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Senior Citizens Matinée 
 

Lifts 
This year, the matinée for senior citizens will be an Afternoon of 
Music held on Tuesday 20, September 2016. 
 

We invite senior citizens from a number of different homes in the 
Southern Suburbs. WPPS mothers provide transport to, and from, 
the school for some of our guests. We would like to arrange driv-
ers now. We would be very grateful if you could volunteer. If you 
are able to help on that afternoon, please let Karen Jenkins know 
via email jenkins@wpps.org.za  
 

As a driver, you would need to collect folk to drop them off at the 
school by 13:45, and then fetch them again at about 15:45 to re-
turn them home. 
 

If you have been a driver before, please indicate this, and whether 
you would be available to go to the same place again.  
 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
  
Eats 
For most of these senior citizens this event is often the  
only outing that they go on each year! Traditionally, our WPPS 
mothers have assisted us with supplying a plate of either sweet or 
savoury bite-size treats. 
 

If you can help, please could you deliver these to the kitchen on 
the morning of Tuesday 20, September. Please don't send items 
that need to be heated.  

Thought for the Week 
 

“What is right is not always popular and what is popular is not 
always right” 
 

Albert Einstein 

Grade 4 Arbor 
Day 

mailto:jenkins@wpps.org.za


Eden Road Notes 
 

READATHON 
 

Thank you for all the support and photographs this week. Please 
keep them coming.  
Reminder of next week's events: 
Monday 12 September 

 Grade N Library Morning 07:50 – 08:30 

 Grade 2 Story Evening in the Eden Rd Hall 18:00 – 19:00 
Tuesday 13 September 

 Grade 1 Story Evening in the Eden Rd Hall 18:00 – 19:00  
Wednesday 14 September 

 Grade R Library Morning 07:20 – 08:00 

 Grade R Twilight Tales 17:45 
 

AFTERCARE 
We have moved into our new building on the Dauncey field be-
yond the Art Room. Please note that from Monday, both Grade 1 
Art Club and Pottery will take place back in the Pottery Room as 
usual. 
 

PRE-PRIMARY 
The Pre-primary would like to install a deck in the garden. If any-
one has any contacts in this regard, please could you email details 
to Jenny at erskine@wpps.org.za  
 

WPPS JUDO 
There will be a Grade 2 judo match on Tuesday, 27 September, in 
the Eden Road Hall at 13:30 – 14:30. Parents are welcome to come 
and watch. 
 

SANDWICHES FOR U-TURN  
Please note that we are still collecting sandwiches every  
Wednesday. “U-turn is a Christian non-profit organisation founded 
in 1997. U-turn believes that the world will be a better place for  
EVERYONE, if homeless people are assisted to become whole 
again! Wholeness, not merely in financial or physical ways, but 
also in relational, spiritual and self-esteem. This is possible with 
the right help.” For more info go to http:// www.homeless.org.za/ 
 

REMINDERS 
Mon 12  Grades N and R Report Backs Start 
Tues 13    Music photos              
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 

So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to 
them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
 

Matthew 7:12  
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 

 

Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel. Send prayer 
requests or get reminders to Kath Malan  
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on  
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.  

Weekly Riddle 
 

Last week’s doctor is the boy’s mother.  
 

This week’s riddle is quite straight forward: 
If I drink, I die. If I eat, I am fine. What am I ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a few places available in Grades 4,5 and 6. Do spread the 
word.  

Senior Ensemble Music Concert 
 

This special concert takes place on Tuesday, 13 September, at 
19:00 in the Stansbury Hall. It includes the following 
groups: African Marimba Band, Classical Guitar Ensemble, Percus-
sion Ensemble, Senior Choir, Senior String Orchestra, and the Sen-
ior Wind Band. All the Grades 5, 6 and 7 African marimba boys will 
also perform, with all boys joining in for the two finale items.  
 

The boys must wear full winter uniform, including blazers to the 
concert. Parking will be available on the Mount Royal Field. En-
trance is free to the concert and seating is unreserved. 
 

There will be a rehearsal for all these boys during school on Tues-
day next week. Please remind your son to bring his musical instru-
ments to school. 

mailto:erskine@wpps.org.za
http://www.homeless.org.za/
mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
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SACS Sevens Tournament 

 U11 U12 U13 Total 

Bishops 20 16 11 37 

RBPS 20 11 12 43 

SACS 23 8 17 48 
Sweet 
Valley 

12 3 7 22 

WBJS 8 18 11 37 

WPPS 11 27 30 68 

WPPS U11, U12 and 13 7s rugby teams represented the school last 
week at the annual SACS Sevens Tournament. The tournament 
started back in 1991 and WPPS, for the first time, won the overall 
event. 
 

Our U11 team came fourth, with both the U12 and U13 teams 
winning their age groups. This is a remarkable achievement for our 
boys, The dedication and commitment they have shown during the 
season, and trying to play a skills based brand of rugby, has really 
payed off. 
 

The results of the tournament are below: 

Grade 5 Roald 
Dahl Day 
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Grade R Science 
Centre Outing 

Hooked on Books 



Not Quite Aladdin 
Review by James Mason and Alec Rippon 
 

The Arts are the pinnacle of humanity. They define the right-brain 
and hone its talents. It should be a carver of thoughts and creator 
of entertainment and merriment. Not Quite Aladdin truly illus-
trates how the arts remain the heart and soul of our school.  
 

The play begins with a scene set at Wetpups during an arbitrary 
school lesson. When an argument breaks out between the boys, 
the strict teacher, personified by Mrs Becker, identifies four of the 
boys as the ring-leaders. As punishment, they are dispatched to 
clean out the lost property room and they discover an oil lamp. 
With the help of a genie, these four boys embark on a thrilling 
journey back in time, back to the story of Aladdin, or not quite. 
 

On the travels of Ben, David, Neil and Simon, they encounter unex-
pected friends and foes. They experience a completely new world 
compared to their tedious school life. The audience is suddenly 
transported to a completely new world, set apart from the mun-
dane everyday school routines as the boys land in the middle of a 
vibrant market scene. As the story unfolds, each actor expertly 
brings his character to life. We encounter the masterful Genie of 
the Lamp, the unsure Slave of the Ring, the diligent yet ambitious 
mother of Aladdin, the malevolent Abenazer, the formidable Em-
peror, the lovesick Aladdin and the heart-stopping Princess Jas-
mine. The ever-present Wishee-Washee brings comedy to every 
scene.  
 

This play involved months of hard work and exceptional commit-
ment from the musicians, the parents who produced exquisite 
costumes and sets, the backstage and lighting crew, the dedicated 
teachers and the group of 82 performers! Written by our very own 
playwright and former head of school, Pauline Pearce, this play is 
unique to Wetpups. It is at times like these when Wetpups boys 
are proud to be a part of this stellar school. 
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Grades 3 & 7  
Pushcart Derby 
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