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From the Headmaster’s Desk
From Thursday, 21 to Monday, 25 September I was afforded the
wonderful opportunity of attending the SAHISA One Day
Conference held at Herschel and the ICP (International
Confederation of Principals) Conference which was held at the
CTICC. At the ICP there were 1200 delegates from 28 different
countries. I learnt an enormous amount over these few days and
would like to share with you some of the important educational
thinking that is taking place around the globe today.
At the SAHISA conference we were addressed by Dr Nic Spaull
who is a postdoctoral fellow of both Stellenbosch and Stanford
Universities. He holds a doctorate in Economics from Stellenbosch
University where he currently heads up the
education research portfolio as a senior researcher in the
Socioeconomic Policy Group. In his talk entitled 21st Century Skills
and Expanding our Definition of Success, he pointed out that the
world we know is changing rapidly and that the jobs that we
educationalists are preparing our youth for in the future are going
to be very different to what we know today.

Dr Spaull argues that humans will be far less involved in all forms of
manual work as robots take over in this sphere, and routine
cognitive work will be substituted by computers. What we will
need more of are analytical and interpersonal skills. This means
that schools will need to move away from the huge
emphasis that they continue to place on cognitive abilities and
knowledge acquisition to an emphasis on social and emotional
development. Aspects such as achieving goals through
perseverance and self-control, working with others and managing
emotions become very important in the education of our children.
He suggests that the 21st Century skills that we should be
emphasising in our schools are the four Cs:

 Communication - being able to share thoughts, ideas, questions and solutions

 Collaboration - working together to reach a goal.
 Critical Thinking - looking at problems in a new way and linking
learning across subject and disciplines

 Creativity - trying new approaches to get things done equals
innovation and invention

He pointed out that the great Artificial Intelligence awakening is
going to result in many jobs and professions that we rely on today
being done more efficiently by computers and machines. A
project that is currently under way is the development of a
computer called the Watson, which has been fed every bit of
medical research and information known in the world and will be
used to assist in making diagnoses of medical conditions.
Currently, it is estimated that doctors can diagnose conditions to
an accuracy of between 75% and 80%. The new Watson will be
able to do this to a 99,2% accuracy. This means that in the future,
patients will be better diagnosed by entering their symptoms,
blood results and scans into a machine rather than seeing a doctor. This is a bit of a scary thought. However, if it results in a better
diagnoses and better prescriptions being given then we will all
benefit. Accounting and auditing, law and even engineering could
be beneficiaries of Artificial Intelligence where information can be
acquired from machines in a more effective and efficient way. This
will mean that the way these professionals work will be very
different, and the skills they will require will be different. A doctor,
for example, may have to be more caring and compassionate
when dealing with patients as he will not need to be all knowing in
terms of medicine.

These skills should then also be augmented by the teaching of
social and emotional skills, which would involve relationship skills,
self-awareness, self-management, social awareness and
responsible decision making. Through this process our education
becomes values based, with attitudes playing a decisive role in
trying to ensure that our boys become creative and
innovative thinkers, who show compassion and empathy for those
around them, and learn to learn.

We are also moving into the realm of virtual and mixed reality
where devices will change how we experience the world in the
near future. It is amazing that one of the fastest growing taxi
business (Uber) does not own a taxi. All this, he points out, leads
us to have to reconsider the skills and the content that we are
teaching our children. We are now preparing our boys for jobs
that we do not even know about. So what do we need to do best
in order to prepare our boys for this very changed and everchanging world?
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All this is very consistent with our vision for the school which is to
awaken potential, empower and inspire each boy to become a
solutionary for our tomorrow. Our emphasis on values at our
school and our intention to grow boys who show compassion and
empathy for others clearly shows that the path that we have
embarked upon is consistent with new 21st educational thinking.
However, we now need to ensure that we make our vision a reality
and this is where many of the changes happening at the school
come in. All the changes that have been implemented and proposed are aligned to this new way of thinking and are there to ensure that our boys are given the best, so that they can make a
meaningful difference in our world.
We wish you all a wonderful holiday!

WATCH THIS SPACE!
We wish our Jewish families and friends well over
the fast
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The boys brought their ‘A’ game to the match and produced some
beautiful techniques. The competition was very tough with a very
close result and many of Ippons (10 points) being scored by both
teams.

Thought for the Week
“The curiosity to learn, to discover, to look over the next hill, the
desire to taste the apple: these are the things that make us
human."
Italian scientist Carlo Rovelli in “Reality is not what it
Seems” (2016)

The final score was WPPS six wins, scoring 57 points and Bishops
six wins, scoring 54 points. The boys all won first place medals and
Thomas Johnson won the “Best Throw” of the tournament medal
for Wetpups. Well done!
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