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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

I was very fortunate to have been able to attend the Heads’ Con-
ference that took place last week at Lagoon Beach in Milnerton. I 
learnt a great deal from the conference and, at the same time, I 
was challenged and inspired by the speakers. 
 

The week began with the meeting of the Heads of Anglican 
Church Schools, which took place at Herschel. During our after-
noon session we spoke about some of the issues that our schools 
are facing in terms of race. The theme for the afternoon was Pow-
er, Privilege and Race. However, I felt it was more important to 
expand this to Power, Privilege and Prejudice. At this session, we 
spoke about the alienation that our black students feel in our 
independent schools, and their perceived lack of voice. This par-
ticular theme continued when we joined the main SAHISA Confer-
ence. On our first evening we were in conversation with Max Price 
and Adam Habib, Vice-Chancellors at UCT and Wits, respectively. 
They both spoke about the enormous challenges that the univer-
sities in this country are currently facing. What was so encourag-
ing, however,  was that they both spoke positively of the future, 
and pointed out that the young students in South Africa were very 
well prepared for life after university owing to the experience 
they had of being educated in a multiracial environment, and the 
challenges this environment presents them.  
 

When they were asked what independent schools could be doing 
better to prepare the students for university life, they interesting-
ly pointed out to us that our black and white students leave 
school being very integrated and happy being together. However, 
this racial harmony is short-lived, as they divide into distinct racial 
groups by the end of the first year. They pointed out that this 
occurred as the black students found themselves without a real 
identity. They have been assimilated into a white culture which 
negates the roots of their own culture and heritage. 
 

Later during the conference, Justice Malala came to address us. 
He used his time by interviewing a young, third year student from 
UCT who had been through an independent school. She was angry 
about the fact that the identity of being black was glossed over 
and not recognised by the school she was at. Not only was she 
made to feel alienated from the prevailing culture, she was also 
made to feel that her roots and her identity were inferior to the 
norm. This young lady has become an angry student who supports 
the Everything Must Fall movement. She goes so far as to say 
that ,although she would herself not get involved in acts of vio-
lence, she supports the violence which has occurred on many 
campuses throughout the country. She is firmly of the view that 
universities need to be decolonised, and that all vestiges of white 
power and supremacy need to be transformed and made  
afrocentric.  
 

It was clear that many students are angry and are prepared to 
fight for a better future and that the many demonstrations that  

Scott Nixon won the chocolate raffle to 
raise funds for PSFA 

we have seen at universities and schools throughout the country 
are expressions of frustration with young black people being side-
lined, alienated and not heard. It is also a sign that these young 
people feel disconnected from their identity.  
 

As we move toward Heritage Day on Saturday, this aspect  
becomes important for us as independent schools to grapple 
with. It is a difficult topic that evokes many emotions on all sides, 
and yet we need to open up the conversations about power, prej-
udice and privilege. How do we, as schools, prepare all our pupils 
for a multicultural and diverse new world where all feel heard and 
respected? 
 

I strongly believe that at WPPS we need to transform all our boys 
to think about the other. We all need to be involved in transform-
ing our boys’ hearts, minds and souls into being caring and kind 
human beings, who show a deep respect and understanding for 
all regardless of difference. We need to acknowledge that we are 
all made by God and, therefore, are equal in the eyes of God re-
gardless of our race, culture, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 
social-economic background, language, intelligence or age. Each 
person needs to be given the freedom and the respect to become 
fully themselves. Our differences should be celebrated and used 
to enrich and empower ours and others experience here on earth.  
 

SIMON WEAVER 
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Weekly Riddle 
 

Last week’s riddle was about corn on the cob, because you throw 
away the husk, cook and eat the kernels, and throw away the cob. 
 

This week we focus on interior design: 
In a one-story pink house, there was a pink person, a pink cat, a 
pink fish, a pink computer, a pink chair, a pink table, a pink tele-
phone, a pink shower– everything was pink! What colour are the 
stairs? 
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Shrewsbury Exchange 

The boys are having a wonderful time, and have been kept busy 
by their host families and life at Shrewsbury. They have been to 
London central on an outing. We are delighted that Mr Crous has 
now mastered the subway, bus and train services.  

Music News 
 

The WPPS music boys were blessed with the opportunity to play 
for our seniors citizens at a matinée concert this week. The perfor-
mance showcased the Eastern Cape tour programme, and was 
received most enthusiastically. 
 

Our Junior Ensemble Concert exposed our young musicians to the 
inner workings of performance life. It featured the Junior Choir, 
Junior Percussion Ensemble, Junior String Ensemble, Junior Wind 
Band and the Grade 4 Marimba Ensemble. Each ensemble per-
formed spectacularly. The Herschel Girls' Preparatory School Jun-
ior Choir made a guest appearance, and blew everyone away with 
their excellent ensemble practice. Thank you to everyone who 
came to support the boys.  

Grades 3 - 7 Tuckshop Orders - Term 4 
 

Please note that the tuckshop order form for Term 4 is now availa-
ble online. The last day for submission is Sunday, 25 September 
2016.   
 

To submit your form, please use the following link:  
http://bit.ly/tuck42016 

http://bit.ly/tuck42016
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Cameron Gray (Grade 6) won the prestigious 
Glacier Golf Competition last weekend with a 76 

gross (67 net) score.  

Eden Road Notes 
 

AFTERCARE LUNCH ORDERS 
If your son attends Aftercare on regular days and you would like to 
order lunch for him in Term 4, please collect a form from Mandy 
or Aletta. Lunches will be charged to your school account. 
 

EDEN ROAD LIBRARY 
The Eden Rd Library will be closed on Friday, 30 September.  
Anyone wishing to take books for the holidays should come 
on Tuesday, 27 September.  
 

WPPS JUDO 
There will be a Grade 2 judo match on Tuesday, 27 September, in 
the Eden Road Hall at 13:30-14:30. Parents are welcome to come 
and watch. 
 

NO CAP NO PLAY  
 

REMINDERS 
Mon 26    Readathon Prize Giving Assembly 
Thurs 29  Grades N - 2 Sport & Extramurals End 
      Grade 1 Food Day 
                Grades 1 -2 Report Backs End 
Fri 30     Eden Closes 11:00 
                Aftercare Closes 13:30      

Chaplain’s Corner 
 
 
 

 

Remember Your word to Your servant, in which you have made 
me HOPE. This is my comfort in my affliction, that Your promise 
gives me life. 
 

Psalms 119:49-50  
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 

 

Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel. Send pray-
er requests or get reminders to Kath Malan  
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on  
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.  

Thought for the Week 
 

"Be realistic. Plan for a miracle." 
 

Indian spiritual leader Osho 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
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Due 29 July  

Eden Road  
Readathon  
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Newlands Road Readathon 
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Grade 5 Roald Dahl Day 



Grade 7 PSFA 24-Hour  
Marathon 
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Junior Ensemble Concert 


