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celebrating life and learning 

From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

WPPS has always had very close links with the St John's Parish. 
The Parish Rector, Duncan McLea, serves on our Board and Ben 
Aldous, who is the parish priest at St John's, is our School Chaplain 
who conducts our Chapel services each week. Furthermore, St 
Andrew's College, Grahamstown, which is a well-known Anglican 
school, purchased the school from Mrs Stansbury in 1960. It was 
at the time registered as an English Church School and was not 
liable for taxes.  From all of this it is clear that we have a long 
standing association with the Anglican church. It is thus, hardly 
surprising that our Mission and Vision Statement clearly states 
that we are an Anglican Church school. 
 

On Wednesday last week I attended an ABESA (Anglican Board of 
Education of South Africa) meeting at Bishops. Roger Cameron, 
the retired Head of St John's College in Johannesburg, and current 
Executive Director of ABESA took us through a document that 
outlines what it means to be an Anglican Church School. It was an 
interesting and inspiring document, which I thought would be 
best shared with the Wetpups community.  
 

“Signs of God’s Presence” 
 

Appraising the distinctive character of an Anglican School 
 

The school’s educational philosophy is fundamentally Christian 
 

If we were to ask ourselves the question: “What is the soul of our 
school?” some pointers would be that life is considered a gift of 
God and  we should therefore live it with generosity and  
gratitude. Every child is beloved and belongs and is a child of God. 
The pursuit of knowledge is seen as an exploration of God’s truth 
about God’s created world, and is embarked upon in that  
intellectual framework. We have an incarnational and  
sacramental understanding of life. We make Christ the centre of 
our life at school and at the same time we are welcoming and 
sensitive to the diversity of faith found in Anglican schools.  
 

There is regular worship 
 

God is acknowledged daily as the Creator and source of our live 
and strength. As humans we have been created as spiritual beings 
with the desire to discover God’s meaning and purpose in our 
lives, and endless horizons beyond ourselves. There is a rhythm of 
worship in the life of the school that allows for times of thanksgiv-
ing, devotion, prayer and reflection. There are times of celebra-
tion and sorrow.  
 

The Christian faith is taught 
 

This is essentially about teaching a Christian worldview so that 
children can explore this understanding of life and free to identify 
with it. Without dogmatism, we seek to make known our under-
standing of ‘Gods world and God’s truth’ together with its rela-
tional and moral consequences. The school community, parents 
and teachers must also be educated in the Christian world of view 
of the school. 

Cont/d... 

Grade 7 Eden Road Playground  
Project 

 

This semester, the Grade 7s worked on a joint Maths/Art project, 
designing a playground for the junior primary campus on Eden 
Road. 
 

Throughout the process the boys worked alongside two architects, 
who ran numerous workshops to guide the boys through the de-
sign process, from abstract design to model making. After weeks 
of research, precedent study, a presentation by an occupational 
therapist and cost evaluations, the boys concluded the project by 
writing proposals for their designs. 
 

On Monday night the boys and architects presented their feed-
back to parents and staff. The architects concluded by presenting 
a proposed playground supported by a 3D model and digital ren-
ders. Their design was a reflection of the common interests and 
themes that run throughout the boys work.  
 

The intention of the project was to expose the boys to a real prob-
lem, which they could solve through an integrated approach to 
learning. 
 

The project is on display in the mount Royal Foyer for boys and 
parents to see. You can view a copy of the presentation by visiting 
the following link:  https://goo.gl/zGmr7S  

https://goo.gl/zGmr7S
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From the Headmaster’s Desk Cont/d... 
 
Children need to understand that they have an inherent spirituality. We need to be talking about the mystery of God and how to be hope-
ful, loving, trustworthy and patient, and how to pray. Children need to have their eyes opened to the will and work of God and the seeds 
need to be sown so that they will be able to put their hope and trust in God. This should happen in the classroom through lessons and in 
the chapel through services as well as through confirmation classes.  
 

The school’s daily life reflects the beauty, truth and goodness of God 
 

Because an Anglican Church school operates out of God’s truth in God’s world, it will reflect the truth, beauty and goodness of God in the 
fabric of its life – and seek to grow in reflecting all of them. Therefore, it will serve its community with a quality curriculum, disciplined 
teaching and learning, supportive and loving pastoral care, committed and hardworking teachers, children who are engaged and partici-
pating in the learning environment and sound governance structures. Self-assessment and quality assurance is part of an Anglican Church 
school. An Anglican Church school is a “good” school in every sense, and is able to reflect critically on its progress. 
 

There is generosity of spirit 
 

One of the hallmarks of an Anglican Church school is a spirit of kindness, compassion and respect for all people. This expresses itself in 
healthy relationships in the school and toward the wider community. Concern for the common good is shown through community service 
and support of charity, and in healthy relationships with those of other faiths. The school is a welcoming and safe place. The school quickly 
identifies and responds appropriately to any member of the school community who is in need and who needs healing and wholeness. 
 

The school’s Christian character is reflected in its governance and leadership 
 

The difference between a broadly Christian school and a specifically Anglican one, is that the latter is connected formally to the Anglican 
Church through the provisions of the school’s constitution, whether founded by the Church or formally agreed to between school and 
Church. This may be expressed in a variety of ways. 
 

There needs to be a commitment from the school board and the leadership of the school to ensuring that the school maintains its Christian 
character and its formal relationship with the Anglican Church, as is essential to the mission of the school. This would be reflected in vision 
and policy statements and in the branding of the school. The authority of the Church needs to be acknowledged through the Bishop and 
Chaplain. 
 

Anglican school constitutions, generally, provide that the school reports to the Diocesan Synod and Council and the Church acknowledge 
the school as an Anglican Church school. The authority of the Church is integrated into the governance of the  school legitimately expects 
the support and guidance of the Church through the Diocese in which it stands. This would include, but is not confined to, the Bishop’s 
personal interest and presence, diocesan representation in the governance of the school, the ministry of a chaplain, and accountability 
through regular reporting to the Diocese. 
 

There are signs and symbols 
 

In the school there will be signs and symbols of the Christian faith, which remind the community of their heritage and challenge them to 
continue to live by faith. An obvious example is a chapel, which is used for worship or a simple cross on the wall of every teaching venue 
would be another. Appropriate posters pointing to our common faith and how to live can also be helpful. There are many ways to show the 
school’s commitment to the faith, one needs to be creative and intentional. It would be natural for the name or symbols of the Diocese or 
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa to be displayed in any diocesan school and on its letterhead. 
 

Conclusion 
 

An Anglican Church school in all its varied activities and in all its relationships seeks to honour and acknowledge the presence of God and 
allow God’s Spirit of light, life and love to be present as the foundation on which the school exists. These characteristics can be used as a 
benchmark for self-appraisal of a school as an Anglican Church school. 
 

This document was prepared by the Anglican Board of Education for Southern Africa, April 2016. 
 

During the course of this term we have been focusing on diversity as our theme. How does all of this impact on our thinking in terms of 
diversity? It is important to acknowledge and celebrate our uniqueness and our own identity as a school, and not try to water this down in 
our endeavours to embrace diversity. Embracing diversity does not mean changing who we fundamentally are, but it involves respecting, 
understanding and learning about those who are different from us. Our identity as a school is Christian and Anglican and we need to cele-
brate and be proud of that. However, that does not mean that we should discriminate or treat those coming from different faiths in any 
bigoted or derogatory way. To the contrary, we need to embrace and understand them, and thereby seek to break down any barriers and 
stereotypes that exist between us.  

Grades 3 - 7 Tuckshop, Term 1 2017 
 

The tuckshop form for term 1, 2017 is now available for submis-
sion - use the link http://bit.ly/tuck12017 to access it.  Please note 
that the final date for submission is Thursday, 24 November.  

Thought for the Week 
 

“Promise me you’ll remember you are braver than you believe, 
stronger than you seem, smarter than you think.” 
 

“Winnie The Pooh” by A.A. Milne (1882-1956) 

http://bit.ly/tuck12017
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U13C played Grove and lost but they really played 
like a team. 

Christmas Collection for Kitchen 
and Ground Staff 

 

The prefects are organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen 
and ground staff. In the past, this has taken the form of a collec-
tion of non-perishable items to make up hampers. This year, they 
decided to try to raise funds instead to make up gift vouchers for 
the men and women, who spend much time preparing grounds 
and food, and cleaning and ensuring the happiness of the boys in 
terms of .  
 

Cash donations may be handed to the Newlands or Eden Road 
offices in an envelope marked: Christmas Hamper or an EFT may 
be made to the school's account with the  reference. Christmas 
Hamper.   

Swimming Standards 
 

In an attempt to alleviate some of the busyness of the beginning 
of the year, and any anxiety for the boys with all that  a new year 
brings, we have decided to complete our swimming standards at 
the end of Term 4. 
 

At swimming standards, each boy swims in each stroke in an 
attempt to gain points for his house. Boys are timed in all four  
strokes. These results will be used to finalise  
swimming teams for our Inter-House Gala held in the second/third 
week next year.  
 

Boys wishing to be retimed, and improve on their times, will be 
given an opportunity to attend a session early next term. This will 
be explained to boys closer to the time. 
 

Boys will be swimming on the following days: 
Grades 2-4:  Tuesday 22 November 
Grades 5-6:  Wednesday 23 November 
 

They will be called out and timed in grades/classes, under the 
supervision of their teachers and coaching staff. 
 

It is important that all boys participate. To this end we ask that 
your son has the necessary kit, and does not forget to bring sun-
screen to school on this day. 
 

Please note that these times are not used to choose our gala 
squads. 
 

We trust that this will be a positive change and embraced by both 
all. 

Carol Service 
 

Our WPPS families are warmly invited to our annual carol service 
on Tuesday 22 November at 19.00 at St John's Parish, Wynberg.  
 

Please note that it is a compulsory school event for Grades 3 - 7 
boys who are to arrive before 18.45 in winter uniform without 
blazers. 
 

Please also remember to send contributions for the Carol Service 
Christmas Appeal. 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts 
and be thankful. 

Colossians 3:14-15 
 

Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 
 

Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel. Send pray-
er requests or get reminders to Kath Malan  
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on  
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.  

Eden Road Notes 
 

EDEN ROAD SECURITY 
We have had a couple of near accidents after judo at the main 
gate in the past few weeks. We have asked Sensei to take any 
boys, who do not have their parents watching the judo, to the 
playground area outside Miss Fourie's classroom. You must please 
pick up your son there. If you are not there, Mandy or Aletta will 
take him to Aftercare from where he can be collected.  
 

EDEN ROAD EXTRAMURALS 2017 
Please note that extramurals for Grades R, 1 & 2 will begin on 
Monday, 23 January 2017. WPPS Flyers will be handed out on 
Wednesday, 11 January, to be returned by Monday, 16 January. 
 

AFTERCARE  
The direct number for Aftercare is 081 497 6347 - daily from 
12:30. 
 

AFTERCARE - TERM 1, 2017 LUNCH ORDERS 
If your son attends Aftercare on regular days and you would like to 
order lunch for him, please collect an order form from Mandy or 
Aletta and return it to us in hard copy before we close for the holi-
days. This does not apply to the current Grade 2 boys. 
 

REMINDERS  
Mon 21  Grades N – 2 story with new teacher  
Tues 22  St John’s Carol Service 
Wed 23  Grades N & R Puppet Show 
   Grades N & R Nativity Play 18:00 
   Grade 2 Library morning 07:20-08:00 
Fri 25  Grade 2 Final Assembly (Grade 2 parents only) 

Fun Night Class Reps 2017  
 

We are still needing volunteers for Fun Night Class Reps and gen-
eral Class Reps.  
 

If you think you would like to be a Class Rep, or you would like to 
know more, please email terri-ann@webafrica.org.za or click on 
the following link: https://goo.gl/pulbqe by Monday, 21 Novem-
ber. 

Carol Service Christmas Appeal 
 

Thank you for the generous contributions to our annual Christmas 
appeal. If you would still like to donate, we will be collecting for 
another week. Please send your gifts to either office. They mean 
so much to the recipients at this time of year. 
 

Victoria Hospital 
 

 Soft toys 

 Dolls especially Barbies 

 Cars and motor bikes (metal or plastic) 

 Colouring books and crayons 

 Stickers and books 

 Picture books 

 Lego 
 

Ons Plek 
 

 Scientific calculators 

 A4 photocopy paper 

 Hard cover books (192 and 288 pages) 

 Flip files 

 Homework diaries 

 Oxford dictionaries (English) 

 Brown paper and plastic 

 Pritt 

Lost Property 
 

The Lost Property room will open as the same time as the Second-
Hand Shop on Friday afternoons from 12:30 - 13:30. Hopefully this 
will be helpful in collecting lost uniforms, sports equipment and 
lunch boxes.  

High School Application and  
Scholarship Information 

 

Please note that you can now find this document on our website 
under the APPLY tab. Although we will continue to update it as we 
receive information, you may prefer to make use of the relevant 
contact details for schools of interest, which have already been 
posted. 

End of  Term Music Workshops 
 

Tuesday, 22 November, from 13:15 until 14:10: 
Grade 4 workshop in the FC Recital Room 
Grade 5 workshop in the Stansbury Hall 
 

Wednesday, 23 November, from 13:15 until 14:10: 
Grades 6 and 7 workshop in the Stansbury Hall 
 

The list of boys who are performing in the workshop is on the 
school's website. Parents are welcome to attend. 
 

MUSIC APPLICATIONS FOR NEXT YEAR 
Please send in application forms for new music instruments to Mr 
Pringle by the end of next week. 

Weekly Riddle 
 

Draw a line. Without touching it, how do you make the line  
longer? 
 

From last week: 
There is no smoke; it’s an electric train! 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
https://goo.gl/pulbqe


Grade N 2017 Orientation Party Squid Gala 
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Grade 7 Enrichment Week End of  Year Board, Committees and 
Staff  Function 
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Grade 4 Market Day 


