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From the Deputy Headmaster’s
Desk
Education at WPPS
It has always been the purpose of education to prepare children
for a world that doesn’t exist. The jobs and skills that will be
needed are not yet known. The technology that our children will
use has not yet been invented. In the past, one could take
ownership of the world by simply preparing for it while at school.
This used to be an exciting and inspiring time - a time for hopefuls,
innovators, creators and free thinkers; a time when the world
seemed stable enough to allow for this.
Today, However, there appears much uncertainty about the world
and so the expectation is that education should guarantee security
and a prosperous future. The irony in this is that challenging the
conventional is fundamental for success. The paradigm, therefore
needs to shift. Education is not about preparation for life, it is life
itself. An educational system isn’t worth a great deal if it teaches
young people how to make a living, but doesn’t teach them how
to make a life.
It needs to teach young people to think intensively, to think
critically and independently. It is time to concede an unpleasant
fact: our government does not have the capacity or the courage to
change our schools. We need to change our schools! And we
cannot change that by doing the same thing and hoping for a
different outcome. We will know that we are making progress if
what is normal is our burden. I suppose it is because nearly all
children go to school nowadays and have things arranged for
them, that they seem so forlornly unable to produce their own
ideas. Some of the most significant knowledge or skill a child acquired was done so spontaneously (crawling, walking, talking,
playing); and then we sent them to industrial revolution schools.

we are curious; and curiosity will lead us down new paths. It is our
principal goal to inspire our children to become capable of creating new things and not to repeat that which was done by the
generations before.
WAYNE NAIDOO

Breakfast Club
11 May 2017
07:45 to 09:00
Centenary Pavilion
Please save the date if you are interested in joining us for
Breakfast Club.
Dr Leigh Gordon will be speaking about concussion – what sort of
a brain injury it is, how to recognise it in your child and how to
manage it. She will also talk a bit about how baseline testing fits
in with a medical concussion management programme.
For more information contact Jessica on mcculloch@wpps.org.za
by 8 May.

Since education is life itself, it must, therefore, be a unique experience for each child. The space cannot remain the same and the
assessments cannot be the same. The scary notion that there is
only one truth and one way to live is damaging. Education cannot
be like social media; an algorithm that predetermines who people
relate to based on similarities. Rather, it must be a space that
encourages creativity and innovation; discussion and debate;
problem solving and analysis; being different. It has to be far removed from the industrial revolution culture that created it. The
kind of things that culture intended to create are now easy to
automate, digitise or outsource. We cannot (and should not) do
this to our children. We have to encourage their diversity, difference, uniqueness and individuality. To use a simple analogy to
illustrate; if you want to build a ship, don't drum up the boys to
gather wood, divide the work and give orders. Instead, teach them
to yearn for the vast and endless sea.
At Wetpups, we will not look backwards. We will keep moving
forwards, opening up new doors and doing new things because

James Scott was the first recipient of the Iusta
Tenete Award.
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It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of Elspeth
Wilson, mother of Ross (1986) Greig (1990) and Kyle (1997) and
grandmother of Cameron (Grade 5).

Eden Road Notes
AFTERCARE APPEAL
Please inform DJ in the morning if your son will not be at
Aftercare. It saves us worrying about his safety if he is listed and
does not arrive.

Elspeth was an enthusiastic and supportive parent of the school
for many years, involving herself in the library, lost property and
play costumes but she will be remembered with gratitude for her
professional involvement as an optometrist. For nearly thirty
years, she did the entry level vision screening of our boys,
following up with further assessment if needed. She had a
wonderful and reassuring manner with the boys, making the
testing fun and enjoyable. She helped countless families with her
advice and reassurance. She will be greatly missed by all.
Our sincere sympathy to her husband Geoff and her family.

Funda Nathi

The Eight Imperatives Feedback
Meeting
Last night we had a very inspiring, thought provoking and interesting evening where the heads of each of the eight imperatives
provided the staff and about 20 parents with their thoughts and
action plans.
We would like to thank all those who worked so hard to put these
together. Many staff members and some parents have gone well
above and beyond the call of duty. We certainly came away from
the evening feeling energised and excited about the future at
Wetpups. The action plans will be communicated to the wider
Wetpups community via our weekly newsletters.

(Learn with Us)
Molo!
Unjani namhlanje?
Ndiphilile enkosi.
Uxolo!
Ndithetha isiXhosa kancinci.
Ndisasifunda.

Hello!
How are you today?
I am fine, thanks.
Excuse me/Sorry
I speak Xhosa a little.
I’m still learning it.

Thought for the Week
“If you can't fly then run, if you can't run then walk, if you can't
walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving
forward.”
Martin Luther King, Jr., American civil-rights leader (1929-1968)

Furniture Needed
The school is looking for a couple of second-hand couches for the
TV room in the student teachers’ accommodation at school.
Please contact Mandy (Housekeeping) pritchard@wpps.org.za if
you have anything.
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Grades N&R SPCA Visit last term.

Grade 7 Subway Painting

OLD BOYS’ GAUDY INVITATION
1957, 1967, 1977, 1987, 1997 and 2007
LEAVERS
PROGRAMME
18:00 Pre-dinner drinks in the Centenary Pavilion
19:00 Dinner in the Centenary Pavilion
Date: Friday, 2 June 2017
Dress: Jacket & Tie
Cost: R300 per head
Cash Bar
In keeping with tradition, partners are not invited.
For catering purposes, please reply to Caron Perrott by Friday, 26
May 2017. Telephone: +27 21 761 8074 or
marketing@wpps.org.za
First National Bank - "WPPS Old Boys Club"
Account No: 501 5266 4890
Branch Code: 200109
Ref: Your name, year - Gaudy
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