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Coping in Today’s Online World 

 
Information Technology is a wonderful tool in our lives - we can 
share ideas, photos and videos; we are able to chat  
instantaneously with friends and family around the world, and can 
constantly stay connected with our loved ones. IT has made us 
more productive, efficient and allowed us more capabilities than 
we have ever had! 
 
Sadly, with the positive, comes the negative. Recent events have 
shown how vulnerable the internet really is – ransomware,  
crypto-viruses, hackers, online banking scams, identity theft and 
cyber-bullies are all issues with which we have to contend  on a 
daily basis. 
 
How do we stay safe in this ever-changing environment?  
We can install firewalls and antivirus programs, we can set up 
internet filters and try to be as vigilant as possible when trawling 
the internet. Yet, with all these technological solutions in place, 
there is always an aspect that one often forgets… the human  
element – specifically in a school such as ours with boys at an age 
where they are both curious, yet extremely vulnerable. How do 
we protect the boys of WPPS from these online vulnerabilities? 
 
Over the past few weeks, our Grades 6 and 7 boys have been 
learning about Social Media, Online Safety and Netiquette. We 
have spoken about the pros and cons of the online tools/websites 
and resources available, and the ways that one can use these 
wisely and positively. The boys have learned that miscommunica-
tion often happens as a result of the missing verbal element in 
emails/WhatsApp Messages/Instagram posts, etc, and that what 
they post online is out there, forever! While normally an ongoing 
discussion, we will have in-depth lessons covering cyber-bullying 
shortly including the effects of such activities and how online dis-
cussions can easily escalate into uncontrollable situations – you 
may be interested to watch an advert made by a South African 
duo that won the local leg of the Cannes Young Lions film compe-
tition last week, https://youtu.be/geOe5m8p23s 
 
We are planning a parent information evening, with the assistance 
of Mrs Holgate, which will cover important topics such as social 
media, games, online safety and movies as well as provide  
resources and guidelines to assist parents in making IT decisions 
that are age appropriate for their sons. I implore you to attend this 
evening, which will also allow for Q&A time to respond to any  
queries or uncertainties you may have. 
 
THOMAS ADAMS 
IT Administrator Thought for the Week 

 

“We all have our own life to pursue, our own kind of dream to be 
weaving, and we all have the power to make wishes come true, as 
long as we keep believing.” 
 

American novelist Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) 

Inter-Schools GK Quiz 

Our GK team enjoyed a challenging Inter-Schools GK Quiz hosted 
by Herzlia in Vredehoek. They competed against ten schools and 
were placed fourth. We look forward to our future team meetings 
where we will prepare for Round Two to be held next term.  

Winter Sports Captains 
James Flint (Hockey), Connor Slingers (Chess), Mahmood 

Mohamed-Fakier (Squash) and  
Bruce Sherwood (Rugby) 

https://youtu.be/geOe5m8p23s
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Funda Nathi  
 

Molo!       Hello! 
Unjani namhlanje?    How are you today? 
Ndiphilile enkosi.    I am fine, thanks. 
Uxolo!       Excuse me/Sorry! 
Ndithetha isiXhosa kancinci.  I speak Xhosa a little. 
Ndisasifunda.     I’m still learning it. 

WPPS hosted a Rugby Coaches Workshop on  
Thursday evening. Rob Fleck (Stormers’ Head Coach) 

and Paul Feeney (Stormers’ Skills-Coach) did an  
excellent presentation on the importance of skills 

based rugby at schoolboy level.   

Music News 
 

MUSIC DURING GRADES 6 AND 7 ASSESSMENT WEEK 
All ensemble and choir rehearsals will continue as normal. Boys 
will be expected to attend. Individual and group lessons 
after 12:30 will also continue as normal.  
 

GRADE 2 MUSIC CONCERT 
This concert will take place on Tuesday, 30 May, at 13:15 in the FC 
Recital Room. Parents are encouraged to attend. The programme 
is on the school's website. Boys are only selected to perform if 
they have a piece ready, so not all boys will be taking part. The 
Junior Choir (Grades 2 and 3) will be performing at the start of this 
concert and also at the Grade 3 concert next week. 

Eden Road Notes 
 

AFTERCARE  
Direct number is after 12:30 is 0814976347. Boys who are not 
collected at 14:00 after their extramural will not be allowed to 
wait in the classroom. They will be sent to Aftercare as there is no 
supervision in the classroom after 14:00. 
 

LOST PROPERTY GRADES N-2 
Any items not collected from the lost property basket outside the 
Eden Road office, will be donated to the WPPS Second-Hand Shop 
at the end of term.  
 

SPORT & EXTRAMURALS  
No cap, no play! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless 
of the weather. 
 

ZONNEBLOEM BLANKET DRIVE 
Thank you to the Grade N boys who brought blankets for 
Zonnebloem’s Grade Rs. It will make their winter that little bit 
warmer. It is not too late to donate. Please send to the Library. 
On Monday 29 May, from 07:20—08:00 it is the turn of Grade 1. 
Please bring any blankets to the Library during your hot chocolate 
morning. Thank you. 

Full orchestra rehearsing for the Celebration of Music 
Concert.  

Grade R Kirstenbosch Outing 
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Wearing of  Winter School Uniforms 

Rugby Uniform 

In order to help parents limit washing and save water, we have been allowing the boys to come to school in their 
sports kit on the days that they have sport.  
 

We have noticed boys wearing different variations of the uniform, however, and would like to clarify the correct 
uniform to be worn in Grades 3 to 7. Please see the photos below.  
 

*Please note, the boys may wear their tracksuits at school on very cold days, at the Headmaster's discretion. Tour 
kit may not be worn as part of the uniform. Tracksuit bottoms are not worn alone without the tracksuit top. 

 Caps always for break times Hockey & Squash Uniform 
Full Winter Uniform (with or 

without jersey) 

Full Tracksuit Tracksuit top worn with sport 
clothing only 
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Restate the Brief, Problem and Constraints 
 

Your parents need a phone holder for their car for long car 
trips. It is your job to design and create this phone stand. The 
stand must be secure and you must be able to easily attach 
and detach your phone from the stand and the stand from the 
car. The phone needs to be able to charge while it is in the 
stand while driving, it can’t be stuck down on the dash board 
with a sticky substance, the material must be cheap, there 
must be no more than two parts, and nuts and bolts are al-
lowed to hold together and attach to the car.  
 

Farhaan Osman and Ben Mitchell  

The Grade 7s were tasked with designing and 3D printing a holder for their smart 
phones that would attach to their cars. They went through several design phases - 
restatement, comparing similar products, designing several ideas and finalising 
them using 2D software, identifying areas in the car to which they would like to 
attach the holder, designing their 3D model using Sketchup, and finally printing the 
3D holder to test it in their vehicle.  
 

Farhaan Osman and Ben Mitchell were the first two Grade 7 boys to complete 
theirs. It turned out great! 
 

Riaan Crous 

 

Grade 7 D&T Project: Car Phone Holder 
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Grade N Library Morning 
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Grade 4 Conservation for  
Education Outing 
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Grade 5s making 
sandwiches for 

UTurn 

Old Boy Drinks 
Evening 
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