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  All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers 
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Western Province Preparatory School 

4 March 2016 
 

“Awakening Possibility” 

From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

 

Dear Parents 
 

This week the Board of Governors met, and we made some important decisions that I would like to share with 
you in this newsletter. 
 

Firstly, we have decided to recruit and appoint a Deputy Head for the school. During the past year the school 
has been very well served by a Management Team comprising Allan Wells (Administration), Sharlene Whitty 
(Academics), Lisa Harris (Communication) and Oliver Steynor (Boy Matters). This team was set up as an interim 
measure for the school during the time that it was finding a new Headmaster. They took over the roles and 
functions traditionally done by the Deputy Head. We believe that it is an opportune time to appoint a Deputy 
Head to the school. The Management Team will continue to be part of the leadership of the school, as they will 
serve on the Senior Management Committee. The Deputy Head will be responsible for the day-to-day running 
and organisation of the school. The process of recruiting a new Deputy Head will begin right away. 
 

The second important announcement is that we have decided to embark on a strategic planning process for the 
school. It is so important that all stakeholders know and are made aware of the vision, mission and objectives 
of the school, and that we all work together to ensure that we provide our boys with the best foundation for 
life. As the world around us changes we, as a school, need to respond to these developments and re-align 
ourselves in order to prepare our boys adequately to be able to function optimally in this changed 
environment.  
 

To this end, we will be embarking on a process, that will include the following: 
 

1. Assessing where we are today:  
This will involve surveying all our stakeholders and obtaining information from them about the 
strengths and weaknesses of the school at the current time. This will provide our different 
constituencies of the school with the opportunity to voice any opinions – positive and negative.  

2. Where to for the future? 
This part of the process will entail us looking at local and global trends socially, politically, 
economically and educationally, which may impact the school and have a bearing on how we educate 
the boys, so that they can become active and successful participants of a future world. This will take 
place on 4 April.  

3. Reviewing the vision, mission, values and objectives of the school: 
This is a very important process as it is the major goals and objectives that will drive the thrust 
forward for the future. We need to ensure that all our arrows as stakeholders are aligned and pointed 
in the right direction. These statements of intent will direct and govern how we operate and do things 
at school, as well as providing us with a clear idea of what we are trying to achieve.  

4. The setting of current strategic imperatives: 
By using all the information gleaned from our surveys, looking at global and local trends and setting 
mission, vision, values and objectives, we will then condense this into about five strategic 
imperatives. These will be those that we feel are most important for the school to tackle at this time 
in order for us to reach our goals in the best possible way. 

5. Setting of targets, deadlines and the implementation of the strategic plan: 
Committees will be set up to look at each strategic imperative. They will set targets and deadlines, 
and ensure the imperatives are implemented to achieve our goals. This phase of the process is the 
most important if we are to realise our goals as a school.  

6. Continuous feedback and evaluation of the process:  
It is essential that, as we move forward with the process, we assess how the implementation process 
is proceeding. The progress made on the imperatives will be discussed at every Board meeting. 

 

We are all very excited about this process on which we are about to embark. It will certainly set the direction 
for the school and will energise our work at WPPS to ensure we unlock our boys’ talents and provide them with 
the skills and the values to become the best that they can be for the world.  
 

SIMON WEAVER 
 

celebrating life and learning 
 

Term Dates – 

2017  
 

Term 1:  11 Jan – 30 Mar 
Term 2:  18 Apr – 29 June 
Term 3:  25 Jul – 29 Sept 
Term 4:  9 Oct – 30 Nov 

 
 
 
 
 

Good luck to 
everyone taking part 
in the Cycle Tour this 

weekend. 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 

 

 

For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I 
have done to you.  

Jesus in John 13:15 
 

Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 
 

Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel 
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan 
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on 
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us. 

 

Boys busy doing Technology  

Thought for the Week 
 

"I refuse to just sit here. I will make a change." 
 

Sign on a bench in Uhuru Park, Nairobi, Kenya 

WPPS Breakfast Club Talk 
 

Online Safety – Tips for Parents 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday,15 March, at 07:45 in the Centenary Pavilion, we will 
be holding a WPPS Breakfast Club talk on online safety. 
This presentation will cover topics to help you as a parent, on 
how to keep ahead in an online world that is ever-changing. 
 
Aspects that will be covered include: 
- Netiquette 
- Responsible Internet Use 
- Online Safety and the Dangers of the Internet 
- Age-appropriate Social Media use 
 

Please RSVP ndhlala@wpps.org.za by Thursday, 10 March.   
 

NB the meeting will end at 09:00 allowing parents time to get to 
their places of work in relatively good time. 
 

Junior Wind Band playing in Assembly  

WPPS Holiday Rugby Clinic 
 

Please follow the link to book online for your son 
http://bit.ly/1oS4J88  

Grades 3 – 7 Term 2 Tuckshop  
 

The link for the tuckshop form for Term 2 is  bit.ly/tuck22016 
 

All forms to be submitted by Sunday, 13 March 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Easter Egg Collection 
 

Every Easter we collect eggs for underprivileged children around 
our city.  These are distributed to a number of the children’s 
homes and hospitals.  There has always been a generous response 
to this appeal from our school family, and we have had heart-
warming feedback from the recipients. 
 

We would be extremely grateful if your sons could bring small 
Easter eggs (small enough for easy distribution – the marshmallow 
eggs are probably best) to their class teachers on the Newlands 
Road Campus, or to DJ at the Eden Road Office by Wednesday, 16 
March. It seems an appropriate way to share our joy at Easter. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

 

Family News 
 

Our condolences to the following WPPS families on the loss of 
their loved ones: 
- James (Grade 6) and Andrew (Grade 4) Raubenheimer 

whose paternal grandfather passed away,  
- Mrs Holgate whose mother-in law passed away last week, 

and  
- Mrs Bosman whose aunt passed away on Tuesday.  
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them and their families at this 
sad time.  

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
http://wpps.org.za/
http://bit.ly/1oS4J88
http://bit.ly/tuck22016
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            THE FUN NIGHT CAFÉ 
 

 
 

The RECIPE for success is the support of the entire WPPS 
community! 

 

We appeal to all parents to make, bake or delegate to show their 
support for the Fun Night Café in the way of product donations.  

 

Please contact Sam Starke 0733722749 or Khadija Patel 
0824006035 with your kind contribution of product for the Café. 

 

All confirmed donations must please be delivered to the WPPS 
Centenary Pavilion on the morning of Friday, 11 March. 

 

A huge thank you to all those parents who have already shown 
such amazing support! 

 

                                    HAPPY BAKING! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One week to go! 

 

Thank you to all our amazing parents and 
sponsors! The countdown is almost at an end. We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
Fun Night Reps, parents and sponsors who have 
given of their time, money or products to help 
make our Fun Night the fantastic event that it is.   
 

Special thanks to: 
Sygnia Collective Investments 
The Andros Deluxe Boutique Hotel 
Rosendal Wines 
The Wade Bales Wine Society 
Panarottis 
Plumblocal 
The Life Matters Foundation 

http://www.bakerella.com/mix-things-up/
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Eden Road Notes 
  
PARKING IN THE ROAD OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
Parent, please be mindful of our neighbours.  Do not park in 
front of or block their driveways at any time. 
 

AFTERCARE 
Please note that there is a new temporary number for Aftercare, 
which is available after 12:30, 
Mandy / Aletta 073 854 5787.  
 

GLASS BOTTLE COLLECTION 
We are collecting glass bottles with lids for the Neonatal Unit at 
Groote Schuur. These are used to store breast milk of mothers 
who cannot stay with their babies. Please send in glass bottles 
throughout the year.  
 

GRADES N – 2 SPORTS DAY  
This event takes place Monday, 14 March, from 08:30 – 10:30. 
Boys are to wear house T-shirts, blue Quantec sports shorts, 
takkies and a cap. Please remember to apply sunscreen. 
 

REMINDERS 
Mon 7 Eye Screening Week 
Tues 8 Grade 1F Pick n Pay Plumstead Outing 
Wed 9 Grade 1R Pick n Pay Plumstead Outing 
 Pre-primary Class and Individual Photographs 
Thurs10  Grade N Boulders Beach Outing 
 Pre-Primary Chores for Paws End 
Fri 11 Grade R Hout Bay Museum and Rock Pools Outing 
 Fun Night 
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Grade 2 Bookworms 

Music Workshops 
 

This term's Music Workshops will take place next week. They 
start at 14:20 and finish at 15:15 and take place in the FC Recital 
Room. 
 

Monday 7  Grade 7 Music Workshop 
Tuesday 8 Grade 4 Music Workshop 
Wednesday 9  Grade 6 Music Workshop 
Thursday 10  Grade 5 Music Workshop 
 

Boys who attend are expected to stay until the end. The list of 
boys taking part can be found on the school's website. Not all 
boys play every term. 

 

The Opening of the Getty Learning 

Centre  
 

IMPORTANT DATE TO NOTE 
 

Wednesday 13 April at 17:00 
 

We have all been watching the wonderful building transformation 
happening on the Eden Road Campus. Our new building houses 
two brand new Grade 2 Classrooms, a spacious Art Room and a 
new Library. 
 

While we have been using these new rooms from the start of the 
year, the official opening and blessing of the building takes place 
on Wednesday, 13 April. This will mark a very special moment in 
time for our whole school community.  
 

Please note, this event is  compulsory for all boys to attend. 
Further details will follow soon. 

  
 

 

Grade 2 busy with Neuronet 
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Grades 1 & 2  

Campout 

Grade 7 Science:  

Dissecting plants 



6 | P a g e  

 

 

celebrating life and learning 
 

Quadrangular 

Gala 

Grade 2  

Kirstenbosch 

Outing 


