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From the Head of Sport
As we approach the end of the first term, we start thinking about
the winter sporting codes; cross country, hockey, rugby and
squash. These sports will all share very similar elements in our
approach to the management of the boys, as well as the school's
general philosophy from a coaching perspective. Sport at WPPS
has been (and always will be) an important cog in your boy’s
development.
WPPS is a small school in comparison to the other southern
suburbs boys´ schools. There are times when we find it very
challenging to compete against these schools; however the
benefit for our boys is that they are exposed to a higher level of
competition. We could easily take the soft option of playing
weaker opposition in order to win games and, from the outset, be
perceived as successful. For us, however, exposing the boys to
more challenging fixtures creates the grit and determination that
we want to instil. It is vital that we keep results in
perspective, and have a clear and realistic gauge of the boys´
performances at their specific levels.

We ask that you rather grow the love for that specific sport in your
son and support him during this time. As a small school, both
parents and staff need to work together in the best interests of
the boys.
I came across this very good TED talk a few months ago, that was a
great reminder of what we, as teachers and parents, should really
be about. It covers a wide range of aspects that hopefully give a
better understanding of what we are trying to achieve from a
sporting perspective. Please follow the link below if you wish to
watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXw0XGOVQvw
We appreciate and look forward to your ongoing support, and
encourage you to keep supporting your boys with a clearer understanding of what we are aiming to achieve - not only with regards
to performance and skill, but more importantly the boys’ participation and enjoyment of their sporting pursuits.
ANDREW HUGHES

The coaches at WPPS do their best to have as many boys
participating as possible. Despite being a small school, we are able
to field all our teams on a regular basis; there will on occasion be
situations when we may need to rotate boys, particularly in the
lower teams, in order to provide an equal opportunity to all. The
message that this rotation is purely about participation will be
clearly communicated to the boys. Such rotation may impact the
team’s results and fixture. Our performance, however, should not
be measured only by the scoreboard, but rather, we should focus
on the number of boys participating on any given day, and whether those boys performed to their best ability.
This brings me to my next point. How does one gauge
performance? Many measure performance by the results of a
fixture or a position on the podium. As an educational institution,
we are trying to get our boys to become more process driven. We
feel that if the correct processes are in place and the boys have
given of their best, then we, as coaches, have achieved success.
This is not an easy concept for the boys to understand as much of
their experience in competitive sport has been solely resultsbased. We are asking you to look more holistically in terms of your
son’s performance and to manage his expectations; this will assist
us in giving the boys a deeper understanding of the meaning of
success.
Selection for any team has been - and will no doubt continue to be
a contentious issue. There are many aspects that we consider
when selecting boys for various teams. We ask that when these
decisions are made you support us, and encourage your boy to
either maintain his own level of commitment or encourage him
better himself if he so wishes. The key component here is his
enjoyment. There are many times when the parents are the ones
who are heartbroken if their son has not made the parent’s team
of choice.

Flowers for Headmaster’s Office
For the past few years Linda Pittaway had organised the roster for
the flower arrangements for the Headmaster’s Office. As her son
has now left for high school, we are looking for a person who can
take over this responsibility. Kindly contact Caron Perrott
marketing@wpps.org.za should you wish to be involved.
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Three Weeks To Go To Fun Night!
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We would really appreciate your help with the following:

TOMBOLA
The teachers run the very popular Tombola Stall at Fun
Night. If you have any unwanted gifts or unnecessary purchases, (e.g CHILD FRIENDLY goods and NO GLASS / POTTERY,) stationery, children’s jewellery, toys or toiletries,
please send them to your son's classroom.
CAR STICKERS
Your son would have received two Fun Night easy peel stickers this week. Please help us promote Fun Night by sticking
these onto the back window of your car.
FUN NIGHT INFO
A detailed letter with all the information pertaining to Fun
Night has been emailed to parents. Please note, the details
as to how to pre-purchase tickets and bands for Fun Night.
BOOK STALL
Please help us fill our shelves with loads of good quality,
second hand BOOKS, DVDs and CDs, ELECTRONIC fun and
educational GAMES.
We will be running a COMPETITION for the Grade that collects the most items for the book stall (no magazines please).

Junior String Orchestra

Alumni News

THE CAFÉ
The Café at the Pavilion needs you to bake cakes and make
delicious dishes for Fun Night.
Sign up here to support the cafe
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1vr8csVMIhkoMamFBIlHnJyozf7z8U-8ez69Yop5Hwck/
edit?usp=sharing
or email Theresa at thiesle@outlook.com
Well known Australian actor, Philip Hinton (1955) visited us from
Australia. We were delighted to have Philip pop in to visit us on
Tuesday morning while he was visiting family in South Africa.
Philip is a retired actor who is a household name in Australia.
He revelled in revisiting our Dorothy Saint Hill Library and relating
wonderful stories of his time here at Wetpups. Dorothy Saint Hill
was one of Philip's well-loved teachers, who inspired and encouraged him to have a love for English. Philip is mentioned five
times in our Wetpups book, A Prep School And Its People.
Philip has offered to come and speak to the Grades 6 and 7 boys,
before he departs, back to Australia. We are hoping to be able to
set this up.
The book is still available to buy from the Newlands Office, for

Funda Nathi (Learn with us)
Kushushu kakhulu!
Yimbalela!

It is very hot!
It is a drought!

Masilondoloze amanzi!
Vala itephu!
Sukumosha amanzi!

Let’s save water!
Close the tap!
Don’t waste water!
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Grade 3S is going to try do a positive gesture for the 40 days of Lent, using the
cards from 'Game for Humanity'. Once
the boys have done the task on the card
they trade it.

Jack Harding (Grade 4) Artwork

Joey Oelz (Grade 5) Artwork

Eden Road Notes
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS
NO CAP, NO PLAY!
Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless of the weather.
GRADES N - 2 SPORTS DAY
This event takes place on Friday, 17 March, from 08:30 - 10:30.
Grades N and R are to wear their Wetpups T-shirts and Grades 1
and 2 boys to wear their blue Quantec shorts & house T-shirt.
Please remember to apply sunscreen and wear a cap.
REMINDERS
Mon 6 Grades N – 3 Report Backs Start
Tues 7 Grade 1R Pick n Pay Plumstead Outing
Wed 8 Grade 1F Pick n Pay Plumstead Outing
Grades N and R Class and Individual Photos
Fri 10 Stump

Oliver Hufton won 1st prize and the Gold
medal competing in the U14 category at
the annual Welgemoed School Chess
Tournament. He won gold at this tournament for a second year running.

Thought for the Week
“Studies show that smiling can cause happiness as well as be a
consequence of it because the conscious decision to smile unconsciously makes you happier as a result.”
Happiness By Design by Paul Dolan (2014)
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Hockey Goalkeeper Course

On Friday, 24 February, old boy Cameron Chadwick (2014) dropped
in to run a coaching course for our aspiring hockey goalkeepers.
Cameron is currently in Grade 10 at St Andrew's College in
Grahamstown, where he is playing hockey for the U16A team. In his
time at St Andrew's he has achieved his EP colours for Hockey at
both U14 and U16 level.

Grades 1 & 2 Dads n Lads Campout

Despite the rather high temperatures last Friday, eight keen young
men attended the session. After a quick skills demonstration by
Cameron, the boys were put through their paces in a number of
drills designed to teach them some key basic skills. Our boys gained
a huge amount from the session and look forward to having
Cameron visit again soon.

Junior and Senior Wind Bands

Grade 1 at the ‘Capacity Table’
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