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  All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers 

  

 
 

  

 

  

  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In This Issue: 
 

Page 1  

 From the Headmaster’s 
Desk 
 

Page 2 

 Easter Egg Collection 

 Chaplain’s Corner 

 Tuckshop Forms 

 Water Polo – 1st Team 
Tour to Grey PE 

 

Page 3 

 Eden Road Notes 

 Second-Hand Shop 
News 

 Thought for the Week 

 Music Workshop 
 
Page 4 

 Creative Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Western Province Preparatory School 

20 March 2015 

Back to Boys 

Educating Hearts and Minds 

celebrating life and learning 

From the Headmaster 
 

Dear Parents 
 

As the summer season draws to a close, and boys 
put away bats, racquets and costumes and haul 
out boots, sticks (and smaller racquets), one can’t 
but help feel the excitement in the air. The 
change of seasons always comes at a good time; 
boys need the variety and the new challenges 
that come with different sports. I am a firm 
believer that we need to guard against 
specialisation too early in sport. 
 

With the winter always comes a somewhat 
uniquely South African challenge of “managing” 
the touchlines! I have definitely noticed that we 
(WPPS) have made huge strides in recent times in 
improving our touchline conduct, and are 
certainly better off compared to many other 
schools. This is, however, a national (and global) 
issue which is always worth being reminded of. I 
have asked Oliver Steynor if I can include an 
article he wrote recently, which I believe 
encapsulates wonderfully the essence of our 
concerns regarding the impact adults can have 
on our boys’ sport. His message is simple, “Let 
the boys play!” 
 

Thank you for all your support throughout the 
term. We thoroughly look forward to seeing you 
on the touchlines, courtside or on the muddy 
fields of the cross country routes. 
 

Gary Skeeles 
 

Let the Boys Play! 
 

“One only has to wander through the WPPS 
playground at break time to experience for 
oneself the variety and diversity of games that 
boys play. Many, although not all, involve a ball 
of some sort. The inventiveness of boys is at its 
best here. Some games are certainly unique to 
our playground and depend on buildings or 
features unique to Wetpups. I suppose we have 
our versions of the famous Eton Fives, which is no 
longer only played at Eton and requires a court 
shaped exactly like the quad where it was 
invented. 
 

Most games played by adults were undeniably 
invented by boys at schools. The ones which have 
crept around the globe and which boys and 
adults enjoy in South Africa were surely invented 
in boys’ play time. We know the “legend” of 
William Webb Ellis and how he picked up the ball 
and ran with it during a game of football, and 
thus the game of Rugby (after the school) 

Football was born. It’s a good story, but I theorise 
that it happened not in front of an angry school 
master, but while he was playing with his peers - 
sans referee! The boys, of course, would have 
chastised him and moved on with their game, 
disallowing the goal. Later, a few may have 
joined him in his “good idea” and tried their luck 
too, only for the majority to follow later. A new 
game was born. 
 

Wetpups has seen games come and go. I don’t 
even try to understand the rules. Interestingly, 
there are no referees - ever - no reviews, and few 
arguments. The rules of the games are written 
nowhere, except in the minds of the boys, and 
there are rarely (perhaps surprisingly) any 
disputes. When there is disagreement over an 
alleged dismissal or missed goal, majority very 
clearly rules. Sometimes the informal vote is cast 
along subjective lines, but it is accepted and the 
embarrassed “wrongdoer” returns to the fielding 
side, or whatever the case may be. There is no 
lingering scrutiny - no what-ifs or buts - the game 
just moves on to the next innings, turn, kick or 
throw. 
 

Games boys play were never designed for the 
kind of scrutiny put upon them by adults who 
steal their innocent, youthful inventions and then 
live their lives vicariously through them, going 
over each pass, kick or putt as if their fortunes 
depend on them. Referees lose their jobs, coaches 
run the gauntlet of the press, and the poor 
players are chastised (because they are paid large 
sums of money) for their part, or perceived part, 
in losses. 
 

It was most refreshing to hear Paddy Upton talk a 
few weeks ago. My understanding of his 
philosophy on games is that he advocates the 
giving back of the games to the boys, handing 
them the responsibility to make decisions, 
allowing them to learn about the game through 
playing it, and finding their own methods to 
achieve success. This has happened in 
playgrounds around the world for centuries.  
 

We all enjoy watching boys play games as they 
are generally played in the manner intended, but 
perhaps the games are best when played by 
them, with minimal interference from us.  
 
Good luck to our sports teams in all their 
endeavours and enjoyment on the sports fields 
and arenas of Wetpups in 2015!” 
 

Oliver Steynor 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 
 
 
 
Live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 
us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

Ephesians 5:2 
 
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 
 

Thursdays from 07:45 – 08:30 in Eden Rd Staff Room 
 

Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan 
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on 
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us. 
 

Back to Boys 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Easter Egg Collection 
 

We realise that many of you have already been exhausted by 
numerous appeals for various Fun Night items, so we hope that 
this request won’t be the last straw. Every year, Easter Eggs are 
collected for under-privileged children around our city. These are 
distributed by St John’s Church, Wynberg, to a number of the 
children’s homes and hospitals. There has always been a 
generous response to this appeal from our school family, and we 
have had heart-warming feedback from the recipients. 
 

We would be extremely grateful if your sons could bring small 
Easter Eggs (small enough for easy distribution – the 
marshmallow eggs are probably best) to their class teachers on 
the Newlands Road Campus, or to DJ at the Eden Road Office by 
the end of term. It seems an appropriate way to share our joy at 
Easter. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

 

Tuckshop Forms 
 
All tuckshop forms for Term 2 must please be submitted by 22 
March 2015.   
 

The link to the order form is: bit.ly/wptuckterm2 and is on the 
website under latest news. 

Water Polo – 1
st
 Team Tour to Grey PE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our 1st Team Water Polo side participated in the Slabber Cup 
finals last Wednesday and the Grey PE tournament from the 12-
14 March, where they won silver and bronze medals 
respectively.  
 
We are incredibly proud of the boys, who showed immense skill 
and determination in the water and who were incredible 
ambassadors to the school out the water with exemplary 
manners, respect and humility.  

Scenic start to the day 

Boarding House downtime! 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
http://bit.ly/wptuckterm2
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Eden Road Notes 
 
SPECIAL NOTICE – PARKING ON SCHOOL FIELDS 
 

Parents, please watch your children carefully at all times. 
Drivers, please take extra care driving on the field, especially 
reversing. Our children are small and precious. 
 
Niki Dally 
 
Niki Daly, our award winning author of children’s books, will be 
introducing his latest book, Thank you, Jackson, to the Pre- 
Primary 
 
Reminders 
Mon 23 Summer Sport Photos 
Wed 25 Grade 2 Library morning 7:20-8:00 

Pre-primary SPCA visit to WPPS and Tea 10:00 
WPPS Games and compulsory sport cancelled 

Fri 27 Eden Road Closes at 11:00, Aftercare 13:30 
 

 

Second-Hand Shop News 
  
The Second-Hand Shop is located on the Newlands Road Campus 
and has an excellent selection of second-hand school uniforms, 
sports gear, bags and essentials. 
 

Trading times:  Fridays: 13:00 to 14:00  
Mondays 07:45 – 08:45 
 

Please note the Second-Hand Shop will be closed for the first 
week of Term 2. 
 

Contact Linda Daniel 0845851666 or 
email linda@cradleoflife.com  

 

Back to Boys 
 

Thought for the Week 
 

“Tough times never last, but tough people do.” 
 
American motivational speaker Robert H Schuller 

Masterpiece of the Week – William Ross 

Subway Artwork 

http://wpps-prep.org.za/wp-admin/linda@cradleoflife.com
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