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From the Headmaster’s Desk



The advance of technology over the past few years has been phenomenal. What we are now able to do with devices such as cell
phones and i-pads is quite frankly mind-blowing. Facebook has
meant that we have been able to reconnect with friends from the
past, and are now able to monitor and track what everyone is
doing. We are now in touch with an enormous number of people.
Furthermore, we can access our offices anywhere regardless of
where we are, and deal with business matters at home or on holiday. This means that we have flexibility with our working environment and we know far more about what is happening in the lives
of our friends and acquaintances.




Just as there are many positive developments associated with our
new technologies, there are also many disadvantages. We, adults
and children, are so taken with our new devices that we spend far
too much time staring at screens and pressing buttons that we
ignore what is going on around us. It is as if virtual life is more
important than real life. How often do we see families going to
restaurants for a meal where they all spend the time interacting
with their cell phones instead of talking to one another? Car trips
are no longer the same. In the past, travelling by car as a family
meant that you were able to catch up with all the goings on of
each member, and then also talk about life and issues. Now, as we
drive we hear the constant click of buttons as family members
catch up with their acquaintances on social media. Going on holiday to interesting places is now different as we spend all our time
trying to capture the moment on video or on camera so that we
can share and gloat about our brilliant experiences, which we
have not really experienced as we have had our eyes firmly behind
the viewfinder of some device! Furthermore, many of us come
home to our families after work or when we are on holiday to
spend an inordinate amount of time communicating with work
rather than with our families and interacting with them. As is
clearly evident, technology can also be a curse and can stifle
relationships and can mean that we do not experience life in its
pure form.

I have found it fascinating that as parents, we often bemoan our
children’s endless use of technology or screen time. However, I
need to point out to all parents that in the past, I have canvassed
the boys and found that what really irritates them is their parents’
endless time spent on phones, iPads and computers. Our boys
complain about the fact that dads bring their work home and do
not spend enough time with them. This is certainly food for
thought, and should make us all take stock of the quality time that
we spend with our children; their early years and school days fly
by in a flash. We should try to savour our time with them.

Technology is new, exciting, excellent, and makes our lives so
much easier, but can destroy our experience of reality and change
the way that we relate to each other. I believe that with this new
technology, we need to develop and set up new rules and social
understandings so that we do not lose our ability to care for and
relate to one another. Respect is still paramount, and it is etiquette and manners that show that we respect and understand
others. We need to set up rules around the use of technology so
that it does not impinge on our relationships and so that we keep
our relationships real. .



Do not answer your cell phone when you are in conversation
with someone.
Do not use or answer your cell phone in a meeting.
Limit the amount of work you do at home when you are
meant to be with your family.
Set aside time to check emails, facebook, twitter, etc so that
it does not impact on another person.

As a school, we will be trying to set up certain rules and manners
with respect to the use of technology. Our aim with technology is
to ensure that it enhances and assists us in our development and
growth as people, which means that we need to be aware of how
we use it and when we use it.

SIMON WEAVER

Grades 3 & 7 Buddies Sandwich Making for U-Turn

Some rules could be:
 No cell phones or other devices to be used when having a
meal.
 When you are engaged in an activity with others, then cell
phones should not be used.
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Easter Egg Collection
Every Easter, we collect eggs for underprivileged children around
our city. These are distributed to a number of the children’s
homes and hospitals. There has always been a generous response
to this appeal from our school family, and we have had
heart-warming feedback from the recipients.
We would be extremely grateful if your sons could bring small
Easter eggs (small enough for easy distribution – the marshmallow
eggs are probably best) to their class teachers on the Newlands
Road Campus, or to DJ at the Eden Road Office. It seems an
appropriate way to share our joy at Easter.

Tuckshop Orders - Term 2

Thank you in advance for your generosity.

The link for the Term 2 Tuckshop form is: http://bit.ly/tuck22017
Please note that the last day for submission is SUNDAY, 26
MARCH 2017.

Thought for the Week
“Almost everything will work again if you unplug it for a few
minutes ... including you.”
Anne Lamott, British Mindfulness Academy

Grade 5 Problem Solving

Grade 6 isiXhosa Oral
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Grade 4 Maths
Lesson

Grade 4 Music Concert

Photographic Society - Photograph by
Ben Reid

Photographic Society - Photograph by
Luke Fourie
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ONE WEEK TO GO TO FUN NIGHT!
We would really appreciate your help with the following:

RAFFLE

TOMBOLA
The teachers run the very popular Tombola Stall at Fun Night. If
you have any unwanted gifts or unnecessary
purchases, (eg CHILD FRIENDLY goods and NO GLASS /
POTTERY,) stationery, children’s jewellery, toys or toiletries,
please send them to your son's classroom.

We have an exciting raffle this year. Tickets will be sold at Fun
Night for R50 and can be bought on the field next to the ticket
sales.

BOOK STALL
Please help us fill our shelves with loads of good quality,
second-hand BOOKS, DVDs and CDs, ELECTRONIC fun and educational GAMES. We will be running a COMPETITION for the Grade
that collects the most items for the book stall (no magazines
please).
THE CAFÉ
The Café at the Centenary Pavilion needs you to bake cakes and
make delicious dishes for Fun Night. Sign up here to support the
cafe http://bit.ly/2ndOT6J or email Theresa at
thiesle@outlook.com

You stand a chance to win:
3 x R2000 Sygnia Unit Trusts
R4000 Sygnia Unit Trust
Bed and breakfast vouchers at The Andros Deluxe Boutique Hotel
valued at R4000
2 x R1000 La Perla Restaurant vouchers
10 x Toy Kingdom hampers
A piece of Sue von Zahn Jewellery valued at R1000
R800 voucher to Blanko Restaurant at The Alphen Boutique Hotel
2 x Sportsmans Warehouse Hockey Bags
3 x Nomu Hampers
An R500 Vineyard Hotel Restaurant voucher
Wade Bales Wine and Champagne

TICKETS
The option to pre-purchase your tickets and bands ends
today, so if you would like to buy online please visit
http://bit.ly/2miebRT
These tickets can be collected from Jessica McCulloch in the
Newlands Road office on the following dates:
17 March - before 14:00
22 March to 24 March - before 15:00
DISCO
The disco bands will be on sale at school on 23 and 24 March during first break on the deck, as well as on the night from 18:30 to
20:00. Please note that there are limited disco bands and the disco
is only for Grades 6 and 7.

ONE WEEK TO GO!
Thank you to all our amazing parents and sponsors! The
countdown is almost at an end. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank all Fun Night Reps, parents and sponsors,
who have given of their time, money or products to help make our
Fun Night the fantastic event that it is gin to be.
Special thanks to:
Prudential
Sygnia Collective Investments
The Andros Deluxe Boutique Hotel
The Wade Bales Wine Society
Panarottis
Butler’s
La Perla
Toy Kingdom
Sue von Zahn Jewellery
Blanko Restaurant at The Alphen Hotel
Sportsmans Warehouse
Nomu
Devils Peak Brewing Company
Striped Horse
Maritz Electrical
Southern Distributors
Projectx Design
Kahmen Opticians
Polar Ice
Vineyard Hotel

celebrating life and learning

celebrating life and learning

