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The Price of Privilege

for a sense of self. She suggests that we need to reinforce with our
children that it is not external things that help them to handle
difficult feelings; “rather, it is the development of internal resources that provide a safety net when they are struggling.”
Furthermore, “When external measures of success are all that kids
can think about, their ability to find meaning in their work is diminished.” We can be certain that being passionate about marks
and awards is not the same as being passionate about learning
itself.” Intrinsic motivation is the key. It is this that is “the generator that propels children to figure out their particular interests,
abilities, and passions. Internal motivation is not tied to rewards; it
is what drives kids to engage in activities that are satisfying for
their own sake. It is the basis of all true learning.”
With candour and empathy, Levine debunks various parenting
myths while offering guidance to parents in understanding how to
take the time and show the patience to help their children realise
their potential, sometimes in spite of the ‘advantages’ their comfortable lifestyles might offer them.

Part of the strategic process for any school involves a great deal of
reflection and study by everyone concerned with the education
and care of our young people. In the light of this process (and
while having had the pleasure of many years at Wetpups and involvement in our broader southern suburbs community) I found
Madeline Levine’s book, The Price of Privilege, extremely thoughtprovoking and well worth the read. Many of the factors (viz materialism, pressure to achieve, perfectionism and disconnection) that
she considers to be contributing to creating a crisis in privileged
American families are equally prevalent in the South African context.

If, at Wetpups, we are to fulfil our vision of awakening potential,
empowering, and inspiring every boy to become a solutionary and
pursue our mission of:

instilling our core values

igniting curiosity and creativity

encouraging critical thinking and resourcefulness

developing character and grit

nurturing community, participation and teamwork

fostering service and transformational leadership and

celebrating life and learning
we would all do well to pay heed to much of Levine’s advice.
LISA HARRIS

As a practising psychologist with many years’ experience, Levine
has observed a new pattern of unhappy teenagers emerging.
While these patients were bright, socially skilled, and loved by
their affluent parents, many were suffering severe emotional
problems. Numerous studies also now show that the number of
troubled adolescents is growing – despite coming from homes of
parental involvement and material advantage. It seems paradoxical that wealth, which can open the door to travel and other enriching opportunities, is producing depressed, anxious, angry and
bored teenagers. Nevertheless, rates of depression, anxiety disorders, self-harm and substance abuse are not only on the rise, but
at rates higher than those of any other socio-economic group in
America. We certainly cannot afford to assume that we will be
immune and, if anything, our families have additional challenges
to face.
Levine examines the effect of materialism as a value system that
keeps individuals bound to external measures of accomplishment
celebrating life and learning
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Happy Father’s Day

Takkie Drive

Last Friday, the boys took part in a Takkie Drive, which was an
appeal by the cross country races organiser. The boys could come
to school barefoot, but had to donate a pair of takkies. Mrs du
Bruyn's fill car was evidence of the huge team effort. Thank you to
the boys, teachers, and parents for the participation.

Thought for the Week
"Fear is temporary; regret is forever."
Anonymous

Grade N working during the power failures
last week!
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Grade 1 Learning about Flight

Gaudy Dinner
The Alumni Gaudy Dinner for the 1997, 1987 and 1977 year
groups, was held last week. It was a superb evening, where many
friendships were rekindled with much fun and laughter! Many
thanks to all who came.
We look forward to our next alumni event on 4 August at 17:30 in
the Centenary Pavilion. This will be for all old boys, past parents
and past staff.

These boys have loved learning about aeroplanes. They did an
experiment with spinners. They first predicted which kind of paper
would make the best spinner. Then they performed the experiment
and came up with the conclusion. They also made paper jets and
had fun seeing whose paper jet would fly the furthest.

Old Boys Dallas Wichman, Max Downing,
Kyle Deans visited WPPS last week.

Eden Road Notes
AFTERCARE
If the boys go from Aftercare to an extramural or therapy session
and parents collect them straight afterwards, please ensure that
they have their shoes and socks on before leaving the campus. If
your son is listed as a regular on any given day at Aftercare, but
will not be attending for any reason (playdate etc), please let the
office know before 12:00, so that he can be crossed off and we
don't search for him.
LIBRARY MORNINGS AND ZONNEBLOEM BLANKET DRIVE
Thank you to everyone who supported our Library mornings and
Zonnebloem blanket drive. Special thanks to the parents who
served the hot chocolate, It would not be possible without your
help. If you would still like to bring a blanket, please deliver to the
Library or DJ's office by next Monday, 19 June. Grade 7 boys will
deliver the blankets and will have their own hot chocolate morning with the little guys in Grade R.
REMINDERS
Thurs 22 Grade R Giraffe House Outing
Fri 23
Park Rugby
celebrating life and learning

Grade 5 Art Room Visit
Georgina Gratrix visited the art room last Monday. She did an
abstract watercolour portrait workshop with the Grade 5.
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Grade 1R snuggling up for a story.

Grade RG working co-operatively and
exploring 3D objects.

Happy birthday to Shelia Nkata. Sheila has just
undergone a hip replacement operation and is
doing well.

Congratulations to Silke and JP Swart on the
birth of their daughter, Taya, last Thursday.
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Grade 2 Medieval Day
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Grade 2 Library Morning
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