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  All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers 
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Western Province Preparatory School 

5 February 2016 
 

“Awakening Possibility” 

From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

Dear Parents, Staff and Boys 
 

This past week I came across an article that I 
found most interesting. It looked at growing 
young leaders in America. A San Francisco based 
non-profit organisation called “Youth Truth” 
conducted a survey with over 165 000 high 
school students. They found that only 55% of 
them felt positive and prepared for life after 
school. In working with employers, “Youth Truth” 
also found that the greatest needs for young 
people starting jobs are the following: 
1. Resilience 
2. Problem-solving skills 
3. Interpersonal skills 
 

The article then went on to point out that we, as 
educators and parents, make three mistakes in 
bringing up and educating our children, which 
means that they are not adequately prepared for 
the real world.  
These mistakes are: 
1. Resilience – if we never let them fail, they 

won’t develop resilience. We as parents 
work so hard to protect our children from 
every adversity they face at school. We try 
to save them from disappointment by, for 
example, trying to get the school to put 
them in the “A” team when they have been 
dropped to the “B”. We must allow them to 
fail and face disappointment and, instead of 
trying to fix things, assist them in dealing 
constructively with the disappointments and 
failure. They are going to face tough 
decisions and disappointments in the future, 
and we need to guide and coach our boys to 
deal with these. 
 

2. Problem-Solving – if we do things for them, 
they won’t develop problem-solving skills. 
As the article points out, “Although 
employers value problem-solving skills most, 
somehow graduates come to a job afraid to 
even try. Why is this? Maybe it’s that too 
many moms and dads have done the 
problem solving for them”. 
 

Parents must encourage their children to 
see problems clearly, and then to give them 
the freedom and time to resolve them 
themselves. They may make mistakes. 
Although this is unfortunate, it will lead to 
greater resilience in the future.  
 “They will not learn to solve problems if 
someone does it for them.” An excellent 
way of getting children to solve problems is  

 
 

to coach them with questions like “So how 
do you think we should handle this?” or 
“What should we do now?” 

 

3. Soft Skills – if we don’t balance children’s 
screen time, they won’t cultivate soft skills.  
Soft skills are the skills required to interact 
effectively with those around us; the ability 
to work with others, to communicate well, 
to look someone in the eye and listen, and 
to resolve conflict. Having good manners, 
respect, empathy and compassion are very 
important aspects in the development of 
soft skills. We need to grow our boys’ 
emotional intelligence. In doing this, we 
need to be aware of the negative impact of 
computers, cell phones and other IT devices 
on our boys upbringing. Too much screen 
time means less time learning about the 
importance of face-to-face contact and the 
development of emotional intelligence.  

 

If we are to produce boys who are to be the 
leaders and solutionaries of the future, we need 
to coach and guide them in becoming more 
resilient, better problem-solvers and more 
emotionally intelligent in their social interactions. 
Disappointments and failures should be used to 
empower our boys rather than to crush them. If 
we view disappointment and failure as being 
demeaning and negative of the boy, we 
ultimately communicate to him that his failure 
means he is not worthy. However, we need to 
show him that disappointment is part of the 
process of becoming more resilient and 
independent and, ultimately, being able to 
overcome and solve the many problems that we 
face in the world today.  
 
SIMON WEAVER 
Headmaster 

 

celebrating life and learning 
 

Grades N & R 
Family Picnic 

Cricket Captain 
Thomas Cowen 



2 | P a g e  

 

 

 
 
 
  

Thought for the Week 
 

“Don’t let anyone rob you of your imagination, your creativity, or 
your curiosity. It’s your place in the world; it’s your life. Go on 
and do all you can with it, and make it the life you want to live.” 
 
Mae Jemison, the first African-American astronaut 

Eden Road Notes 
 

TERM 1 LIBRARY MORNINGS FOR GRADES N – 2  
Unfortunately, we have to cancel our Hot Chocolate Library 
mornings this term, as the Library is not quite. We look forward 
to being open for business as soon as possible. Thank you for 
your understanding. 
 

SWIM SMART FROM AFTERCARE 
Please note that if your son attends Aftercare before going to 
Swim Smart you need to arrange your own supervision in getting 
the boys across to the pool. Mandy and Aletta are not permitted 
to leave the Aftercare facility to accompany Swim Smart boys to 
the pool. 
 

GRADES N – 2 SPORTS DAY 
This event takes place Monday, 14 March from 08:30- 10:30. 
Boys are to wear their sports kit & house T-shirt.  Please 
remember to apply sunscreen. 
 

GRADES 1 & 2 PICK UP  
Please remind your boys that if their lifts have not arrived on 
time, they are to walk themselves to Aftercare or to notify DJ at 
the office. They are NOT to walk to the Newlands Road Campus.  
 

GRADES N & R FAMILY BRAAI: 
The following was left behind at the Family Bring & Braai: 
Cricket bat 
Black scooter bike 
Please collect from Jenny Erskine (RE) 
 

REMINDERS 
 

Mon 8  Grade R outing to the Baxter Theatre 
Fri 12  Grades N & R Grandparent’ Tea 

Stump Cricket 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 
 
 

Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends. 

John 15:13 
 

Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 
 

Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel 
 

Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan 
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on 
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us. 

 

Sports Events – A Boy’s View 
 
Sports Day – 800m Race 
 

My Race by Erik Todd (Grade 6) 
 

As we marched to the start of the eight hundred metre race, the 
sun hammered down on me relentlessly. It was a beautiful day, 
perfect for running, with clear skies, except for a sliver of cloud 
draped gently over Table Mountain. We filed skittishly along the 
start in anticipation of the coming race. The boom of the 
starter’s gun exploded in my ears and then I took off. By the end 
of the first lap the gaps between us were elongating, until there 
was a long snake of boys spanning roughly half the track, with 
me just in front of the centre. As the bell rang for the last lap, my 
lungs screamed, my legs protested and I wondered how on earth 
I was going to finish. As I rounded the last bend, I heard 
someone behind me like a dog snapping at my heels. At last I 
stumbled gratefully over the finish, with my pursuer thundering 
in behind me. Many boys resembled fish out of water with their 
gasps and splutters. I realised that I probably did too. I slouched 
back to the stands and sat down. The sun had done its job; I was 
exhausted! 
 

My Race by Ben Jack (Grade 7) 
 

The eight hundred metre race day is here and I’m here. The knot 
in my stomach tightens as hot, almost sticky sweat burns my 
eyes from the sunblock. A whistle sounds and Coach Eddie’s 
blank expression explodes as he shouts, “Come, let’s go, de 
Villiers!” We clamber down the old wooden stands, quiet, 
focussed, ready for the race. Pushing and shouting to get to the 
front, we bend, ready, as the time-keepers blank expressions 
seem to cut through us like sabres. “Get ready, set… BANG!” We 
explode off the mark, ripping up the turf as we go round the first 
corner, straightening out, getting set in rhythm – grass tickling 
our toes, almost begging us to stop but we don’t. Coming round, 
the sound of metal on metal clanging one lap left. We start 
pushing our bodies to the limit. Calves writhing in pain, chest 
compressed and dry, I zoom past the white line. Buttons click 
and the world goes blank. 
 
Swimming Gala – Thomas Cowen (Grade 7) 
 

The boys gather in the de Villiers stand, all buzzing like bees in a 
hive, excited for today’s gala. The start triggers a huge chant and 
covers us in a blanket of noise, giving strength to all de Villiers 
boys. We bellow and roar like a family of cavemen. This passion 
we have connects us all and drives us crazy with pride. There’s a 
determination in the de Villiers pen, that transforms us into wild 
animals in the zoo. Finally, my time has come. I leave the chants 
and cheers behind me as I stand before my block. My tummy 
turns inside out. The gun goes and the water pulls me in, 
enveloping me in a duvet of shimmering water. I break the 
surface and hear the cheer of my team. I dive back under to 
tranquillity. I must do it for my house for my de Villiers family. I 
take my final strokes reaching for the wall… 

 

Class Reps Meeting - 10 February 
 
Class reps, please note there will be a meeting on Wednesday 10 
February at 08:15 in the Centenary Pavilion. 
 

Please RSVP San-Marie Dixon. 

 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
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Grade 7 Wizardz Outing 

U10C first Cricket Match 

Tech Lesson 

Marimbas playing in 
Newlands Road Assembly 
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Grades 3 – 7 Sports Day 
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WPPS 102nd Birthday 
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