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Western Province Preparatory School 

27 February 2015 

From the Headmaster 
 

Dear Parents 
 

Many thanks to all those who have shown 
incredible support for the various school 
functions and events this week; the High School 
Expo has attracted a steady trickle of parents, 
and hopefully it has once again shown the sheer 
number of good schooling options with which we 
are blessed. 
 

I would also like to extend sincere thanks to the 
many parents who are working furiously behind 
the scenes in preparation for Fun Night. With just 
a week to go, we are all looking forward to this 
special event on our calendar, but appreciate 
that a tremendous amount needs to happen to 
make the evening possible. 
 

A very big thank you to those who attended the 
Paddy Upton talk on Wednesday morning. Paddy 
is an exceptional speaker who shared some 
fascinating insights into the world of top 
international sport. We, as a school, have 
embarked on a unique and exciting challenge of 
how we approach our sports coaching. This is 
very much in line with our philosophy of boy-
centred education and our firm belief that the 
sports field is an extension of the classroom, 
Furthermore it aligns well with our broader 
approach to education at WPPS. 
 

Paddy’s key principles centre on the 
development of character through sport. His 
thinking not only applies to sport, but to all our 
interactions with boys – as parents and teachers. 
 

At the heart, a process-driven approach to sports 
coaching should be more important than the 
results. Allowing our boys to be actively involved 
in the coaching process, builds esteem and 
teaches them the incredibly important skill of 
thinking for themselves (possibly an area that is 
lacking in South African sport). In order for this to 
happen, we need to manage the pressure our 
players face, which is aided by moving away from 
being results-driven.  Our boys need to realise 
that it is okay to fail. I would go even further to 
say, it is important to fail.  
 
Failure teaches us valuable lessons that are not 
as easily learned through winning – humility, 
acceptance, appreciation of others, respect, 
resilience – to name but a few. The most 
important aspect is how we as adults – and the 
boys – deal with failure. 

Back to Boys 

Educating Hearts and Minds 

celebrating life and learning 

From the Headmaster cont/d 
 
Paddy spoke of praise and a concentration on 
strengths, and of how much more powerful this 
is than criticism. Most adults come from an era 
where our weaknesses were clearly pointed out, 
and mistakes were quickly criticised. Fortunately, 
as Paddy expressed, it is okay to fail and, 
therefore, there are times when we may default 
to criticism! 
 

As a sports department, it means that there are 
elements that will “look and feel” different. As 
coaches try to listen more than they instruct, and 
give more ownership to the boys, there is a 
danger that it can appear as if coaches are not as 
engaged as in the past. You can rest assured, 
however, that this approach takes even more 
thought and preparation than an instructional 
model. 
 

There are certainly challenges that lie ahead as 
we try to roll out this model at a prep school 
level. There are still technical elements of sports 
coaching that require instruction, and the degree 
of ownership at the junior age groups will take 
some trial and error. We will be doing much self-
reflection over the course of the year to help us 
hone and refine our approach. 
 
Key, however, is the partnership between 
coaches and parents, particularly when we are 
dealing with the psyche of our boys. We will 
discuss more aspects of this in next term’s 
newsletters. 
 

Still on the subject of sport, I hope that the 
Grades 1 and 2 boys will have GREAT FUN in the 
pool this afternoon, as this main focus of their 
gala today.  
 

We also wish our 1
st

 XI cricketers all the best at 
the Prep Schools’ Cricket Festival in 
Grahamstown this weekend. I have no doubt 
they will do us proud, both on and off the field. 
 

Have a wonderful weekend. 
 

GARY SKEELES 
 

 
Happy Birthday Mrs 

Wilter 
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  Chaplain’s Corner 

 
 
 
 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual 
affection, love. 

2 Peter 1:5-7 
 
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 
 

Tuesdays from 07:45 – 08:30 in Eden Rd Staff Room 
 

Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan 
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on 
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us. 
 

Back to Boys 
 

Good luck to our 1
st

 XI Cricket Team who will be on tour 
in the Eastern Cape this weekend. 

Grades 1 & 2 Dads n Lads Camp-Out  
 

A reminder that this eagerly anticipated camp-out will be held 
on 14 March on the Mount Royal Field, gates open at 16:00.  
 
Please be sure to reserve your place with DJ at the Eden Road 
office before 6 March.  
 
For more information please read the letter that was emailed or 
contact Chip Malan at julian@unionswiss.com or cell 
0795057086.  

 

World Read Aloud Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 March 2015 is World Read Aloud Day. Take time to read aloud 
with your son. 
 

For more information, visit www.litworld.org/wrad/ and 
download their 'Home Kit' 

 

Old Boys’ Water Polo Match 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
mailto:julian@unionswiss.com
http://www.litworld.org/wrad/
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FUN NIGHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWEET RAFFLE 
 

Can you guess how many sweets there are in the jar?  The Fun 
Night Sweet Raffle is roaming around, but mainly to be found 
outside the Eden Road Office.   
 

This year the person who guesses the exact number of sweets in 
the jar or comes closest to it, wins the whole jar and a R250 
Sportsman’s Warehouse voucher.   
 

Only R5.00 per guess and you can have as many guesses as you 
like! 

 

TOMBOLA 
 

The teachers run the very popular Tombola Stall at Fun Night. If 
you have any unwanted gifts or unnecessary purchases, (eg. 
stationery, kids jewellery, toys or toiletries), please send them to 
DJ in the office on Eden Road or to Ms Bird in the Library on the 
Newlands Road Campus, clearly marked “Tombola” Remember, 
one man’s junk is another man’s treasure!  
 

BOOK STALL 
 

Please deposit your good quality SECOND-HAND BOOKS (no 
magazines please), in the boxes in the Security Office at Gate 2, 
Newlands Road or outside the Eden Road Office. 
 

FUN NIGHT RAFFLE 
 

We are delighted to announce our raffle for the Fun Night 
2015!!!  There are many prizes that will inspire and delight you.   
 

Take a ticket for R100 and you could stand a chance of winning: 

 A Prudential Unit Trust  

 An exquisite Megan Carr designed item of jewellery 

 A SUP valued at R15 000 from Coreban Stand Up 
Paddle Boarding 

 XBodyfitness vouchers 

 Transift vouchers 

 SAB Guided tours 

 Panarotti’s Voucher 
 

There are prizes the whole family can enjoy!  Spoil yourself and 
take at least one ticket… you can’t win if you don’t enter!!!   
 

Spread the word and look for us on the night.  You don’t want to 
miss out. 
 

Tickets will be sold from Tuesday – Thursday, Eden Road 
Campus 12:15 – 13:15, and Newlands Road Campus 14:00 – 
15:00. 
 

FUN NIGHT TICKET PRE-SALES 
 

Please remember to complete your pre-sale order forms and 
return to the office. 
 

Back to Boys 
 

Thought for the Week 
 

“If you have good thoughts it will shine out of your face like 
sunbeams and you will always look lovely.” 
 
“The Twits” by Roald Dahl 

 

FUN NIGHT 
 

THANK YOU 

 
 
 
WPPS would like to extend a sincere “Thank You” to all our 
sponsors for Fun Night 2015 thus far.   
 
Many would like to remain anonymous, but still deserve our 
appreciation!   
 
We have had some very generous donations and would sincerely 
like to thank Coreban Stand Up Paddle Boards and Maritz 
Electrical.   
 
To all the families and Class Reps for your continued support, 
time, effort and donations of all kinds – you are what makes Fun 
Night such a success.  We look forward to a special evening, 
celebrating our school and World Cup Fever!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please help us to fill our shelves with items such as sweet and 
savoury goods, pesto, bolognese, quiches and pies! 
 
If you can help please contact Nicky.grylls@dstvmedia.com for 
more information. 

 

mailto:Nicky.grylls@dstvmedia.com
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Eden Road Notes 
 

NO CAP, NO PLAY  
 

Grades 1 and 2 Library: 
The Grades 1 and 2 boys change their library books fortnightly 
and spend the alternate week listening to stories. They may have 
up to ten books at any one time. This means that the boys get 
the most out of each week and are not rushed into choosing 
books or listening to the stories. 
Grade 1R changed their books on Tuesday, 24 February and then 
two weeks later. 
Grade 1F  changed their books on Wednesday, 25 February and 
then two weeks later. 
Grade 2D will change their books on Thursday, 5 March and then 
two weeks later. 
Grade 2J will change their books on Friday, 6 March and then 
two weeks later. 
 

General: 
Please note that we are still doing sandwiches for U-turn every 
Wednesday.  
 

Please be advised that all details pertaining to your son’s 
sporting fixtures can be found on the school website 
www.wpps.org.za 
 

Reminders: 
Tues 3 Pentangular Gala at SACS Grades 2 – 7  
Wed 4 Grades 1 & 2 Class and Individual Photographs 

Grades N & R Puppet Show 
Thur 5 Pentagular Athletics at SACS Grades 1 – 7  
Fri 6 No Park Cricket, owing to Fun Night 

Second-Hand Shop News 
  
The Second-Hand Shop is located on the Newlands Road Campus 
and has an excellent selection of second-hand school uniforms, 
sports gear, bags and essentials. 
 

Trading times:  Fridays: 13:00 to 14:00  
Mondays 07:45 – 08:45 

 

Contact Linda Daniel 0845851666 or 
email linda@cradleoflife.com  

 

 to Boys 
 

Back to Boys 
 

FAMILY MASS 
 

Our first WPPS family mass will take place next term, at St 
Bernard's Parish in Newlands. 

 

http://www.wpps.org.za/
http://wpps-prep.org.za/wp-admin/linda@cradleoflife.com
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