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Western Province Preparatory School 

19 February 2016 
 

“Awakening Possibility” 

Sport at WPPS 
 

Dear Parents 
 

We have had a great start to the year with two 
successful inter-house events being concluded, 
namely the gala and athletics. Our regular 
sporting commitments are in full swing and we, as 
sport coaches, are really excited about what lies 
ahead in 2016. 
 

Some parents have raised a few concerns about 
our approach in selecting and running our sports 
teams, and this letter serves to address and clarify 
a few of these issues. 
 

It should be pointed out from the outset that our 
objective at WPPS is to encourage a love of sport 
and exercise in our boys, so that they are able to 
commit themselves to a healthy lifestyle in the 
future, through exercise and sport. We are a 
school that educates the whole boy, including his 
body, which is so important for his well-being.  
 

Another important objective of sport at WPPS is 
to produce thinking and growing sportsmen, who 
are able to grow and develop into self-correcting 
and responsible decision makers. Our coaching 
thus will be directed towards this end, and we will 
try not to get involved in the old and outdated 
form of coaching, which was dictatorial and 
characterised by a “command and control style”. 
 

Having outlined our objectives above, we would, 
however, like to assure you that the selection and 
the general management of the teams will be the 
responsibility of each coach. In selecting teams, 
coaches will hold trials, consult the previous year 
coaches, as well as other coaches in the year 
group to reach decisions about who should play in 
which team. We encourage coaches to look at 
boys in the lower teams so that they can move up, 
if they prove themselves in these teams.  All 
coaches have been instructed to spend time with 
any boys who are to be dropped to a lower team 
to explain why the decision has been taken and 
what aspect of his game needs to be worked on in 
order to possibly be promoted in the future. It 
should be pointed out that all our coaches try 
really hard to select what they believe is the best 
team.  
 

In terms of captains of cricket, our coaches will 
assist, mentor and coach them in the setting of 
fields and the art of captaincy. 

 

However, batting and bowling orders will 
ultimately be the responsibility of the coaches.  
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Grades 1 & 2 

Campout 
 

Another reminder that the 
Grades 1 & 2 campout will 
be held on 27 February on 
the Mount Royal Field. 
Please secure your spot 
with DJ in the office 
by Tuesday, 23 February.  
 

Should you need any more 
details please contact Chip 
Malan 0795057086. 

 

In trying to create thinking sportsmen, boys may 
be consulted on these aspects by the coach. The 
leadership role of captain may well be rotated in 
order to give more boys the opportunity of 
learning about leadership. However, in the senior 
sides, rotation of captaincy may occur less 
frequently. 
 

Sport excites a great deal of passion and emotion 
amongst us as parents, and we really hope that 
you will now understand our position more clearly 
and support us in some of these difficult decisions. 
Please be assured that we are all working for the 
best of each child, and disappointments are sure 
to result.  
 

Should you have any concerns about sport, please 
address them through the correct channels. First 
try and see the coach. If you feel that the issue has 
not been resolved to your satisfaction, please 
come and see me. 
 

We look forward to your ongoing support on the 
side of the sports field, as we endeavour to 
educate thinking and passionate sportsmen who 
continue to value sport as a means of staying 
healthy and as a means of enjoyment. 
 

ANDREW HUGHES 
Head of Sport 
 
 
 

Bullying and Self-Esteem 

Talk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We were incredibly fortunate to have Sven 
Ruygrok address our Grades 5 - 7 boys on 
Wednesday morning.   
 

Please ask your boys to tell you about the three 
points he emphasised in his inspiring and 
challenging talk. 
- Don't judge a book by its cover 
- Know your quills (skills)  
- Use your words wisely 
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Eden Road Notes 
 

We are collecting glass bottles with lids for the Neonate Unit at 
Groote Schuur. These are used to store breast milk of mothers 
who cannot stay with their babies. Please send in glass bottles 
throughout the year. 
 

BIRTH NOTICE 
Congratulations to Leo Murray (Grade N), on the birth of his sister.  
 

GRADES N – 2 SPORTS DAY  
This event takes place Monday, 14 March, from 08:30- 10:30. Boys 
are to wear house T-shirts, blue Quantec sports shorts, takkies 
and a cap. Please apply remember to apply sunscreen. 
 

EDEN RD LIBRARY 
Thank you for the help cleaning books and arranging them on the 
shelves. If it had not been for this wonderful support, we would 
be weeks away from being ready. I am very grateful for your 
patience over the last few weeks. The Library is now up and 
running. Grades 1 and 2 boys took books home this week, and we 
will start with the pre-primary next week.  
 

Please note the opening times: 
Monday 22 February - 07:20-08:30 - Grade R only 
Tuesday 23 February - 07:20-08:30 - Grade N only 
Friday 26 February - 07:20-08:30 - Grades N and R  
From Monday, 29 February, we will be back to our normal Library 
opening times. These are Tuesday and Fridays morning for both 
Grades N and R from 07:20-08:30. 
 
REMINDERS  
Wed 24  Grades 1 & 2 Class and Individual Photographs 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 

 

Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins. 

1 Peter 4:8 
 

Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 
 

Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel 
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan 
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on 
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us. 

 

Grade 7 Technology  

Swimming Pool Update 
 

The swimming pool is finally on the mend. It has been a 
frustrating few weeks and finally the filters have been re-sanded 
and the burst pipe repaired. It has not been an ideal time for 
swimming and water polo.  
 

Unfortunately, the maintenance work has been out of our hands, 
as we had to wait for two outside contractors to complete the 
work. During this time the water was tested three times a week 
in order to ensure that the quality of the water was of a 
swimming standard. We will continue to test the water quality 
frequently, and make sure that the necessary chemicals are used 
after lessons.  
 

We thank you for your patience and understanding during this 
time. 

 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
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Thought for the Week 
 

"Nobody has ever measured, not even poets, how much the 
heart can hold." 
 

American novelist Zelda Fitzgerald (1900-1948) 

Grade 6V Making Biltong Boxes 

Grade 6 IsiXhosa Poems 

Land-Based Swimming Practice  

Good luck to the U13B Water Polo Tour going to 
Knysna this weekend. 

Grade 7 Valentine’s Visit to Herschel  
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Art Room 
 

We are pleased to inform you that our new Art Room is up and 
running! Two weeks in and our boys are loving the new and 
improved space and facilities. Art clubs from Grades 1 to 7 are at 
capacity, and some beautiful work is being produced. 
 

As with every new Art Room, we desperately need to start 
collecting all sorts of “throwaway” household items, which are 
invaluable materials for our young artists.  
 

Please could you help us by collecting and donating any of the 
following materials: 
 

- sosatie sticks and toothpicks 
- short and long toilet rolls (we fly through these!) 
- corks 
- straws 
- egg boxes 
- wood offcuts     
- wire 
- elastic bands 
- plastic containers and bottles 
- bottle tops 
- clothes pegs 
- sewing needles and thread 

 

These materials can be dropped off at either the Newlands or 
Eden Road Offices.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Wetpups Art Room 
and our boys’ creativity. 
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Goodbye to Shrewsbury 

Exchange 
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Grade 4 Red Day 

celebrating life and learning 
 



6 | P a g e  

 

  

celebrating life and learning 
 

Grade 5 Beach Clean-Up 
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Grades N & R Grandparents Day 
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  Grade 1 Outing to Rosen Castle 
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A Day in the Life of the Music 

Department 


