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  All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers 
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Thought for the 

Week 
 

“If you always give, you 
will always have.” 
 

Chinese proverb 

Western Province Preparatory School 

12 February 2016 
 

“Awakening Possibility” 

What is Neuronet? 
 

We are delighted to share with you that our Grades R - 2 boys have started Neuronet. This is a 
programme that facilitates learning through movement. Movement-based learning helps students 
become independent learners. I am sure you have heard teachers talk about visual and auditory 
perceptual skills, Neuronet aims at automating these skills.  
 

While learning new information or skills, neurons in our brains connect to one another, creating a 
pathway. The more frequently the pathway is used, the stronger the neural network will become, 
resulting in greater success at using knowledge and performing skills. 
 

The Neuronet motto is, “Get your brain to practise what you want your brain to learn.” Neuronet works 
on the principle that skills such as handwriting or mathematical fact knowledge should become 
automatic, just like riding a bike. 
 

The aim of Neuronet is to have basic foundational processes and concepts automated, so that brain 
power and mental energy can focus on learning. Learners who have more control over their bodies can 
focus on the information they learn and not become as easily distracted. Through fun, repetitive 
movements the programme endeavours to improve speed and accuracy, which leads to fluency.   
 

How it works? 
 

Each class will participate in a daily 20-minute exercise that helps prepare neurological pathways for 
learning. The activities include rhythmic and patterned speech and body movements. A step is placed in 
front of the learners and they tap the step with rhythmic speaking and hand movements. In a 
classroom, this multi-tasking movement helps boys to strengthen the neural pathways and muscles to 
be able to sit in their seats, while also having to look at the board or teacher and then back down at 
their papers to write. Repeated exercises become increasingly challenging each week. As boys practise 
the same set of exercises during the week, the pathways in their brains will become stronger. The 
exercises are difficult at the start of the week, but with practice, perseverance, and hard work the 
exercises will become easier by the end of the week.  
We are so excited about the journey on which we are embarking in our Foundation Phase. Once we are 
fully up and running we will invite parents to come in and observe a session.  
 

Content adapted from Julie Dill's article in http://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/ 
 
SHARLENE WHITTY 

celebrating life and learning 
 

Boys tinkering in  
the Tech Lab 

http://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/
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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

Abraham Lincoln Didn’t Quit 
 

The sense of obligation to continue is present in all of us. A duty 
to strive is the duty of us all. I felt a call to that duty. 
 

Abraham Lincoln 
 

Probably the greatest example of persistence is Abraham 
Lincoln. If you want to learn about somebody who didn’t quit, 
look no further.  
 

Born into poverty, Lincoln was faced with defeat throughout his 
life. He lost eight elections, twice failed in business and suffered 
a nervous breakdown. 
 

He could have quit many times – but he didn’t and because he 
didn’t quit, he became one of the greatest presidents in the 
history of America. 
 

Lincoln was a champion and he never gave up. Here is a sketch 
of Lincoln’s road to the White House: 
 

1816 His family was forced out of their home. 
 He had to work to support them. 
1818 His mother died. 
1831  Failed in business. 
1832 Ran for state legislature – lost.  
1832 Also lost his job – wanted to go to law school but 

couldn’t get in. 
1833  Borrowed some money from a friend to begin a 

business and by the end of the year he was bankrupt. 
He spent the next 17 years of his life paying off this 
debt.  

1834 Ran for state legislature again – won. 
1835 was engaged to be married, sweetheart died and his 

heart was broken. 
1836 He had a total nervous breakdown and was in bed for 

six months.  
1838 He sought to become speaker of the state legislature – 

defeated. 
1840 Sought to become elector – defeated. 
1843 Ran for Congress – lost. 
1846  Ran for Congress again – this time he won – went to 

Washington and did a good job. 
1848  Ran for re-election to Congress – lost. 
1840 Sought the job of land officer in his home state – 

rejected. 
1854 Ran for Senate of the United States – lost.  
1856 Sought the job of land officer in his home state – 

rejected. 
1858 Ran for US Senate again – again he lost. 
1860 Elected president of the United States. 
 
The path was worn and slippery. My foot slipped from under me, 
knocking the other out of the way, but I recovered and said to 
myself, “It’s a slip and not a fall.” 
 

Abraham Lincoln 
After losing a senate race 

 

Source Unknown 
Taken from “Chicken Soup for the Soul.” 
 
 
 
 
SIMON WEAVER 
Headmaster 
 

celebrating life and learning 
 

Chaplain’s Corner 
 
 

Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that He exists, and that He 
rewards those who diligently seek Him.  

Hebrews 11:6 
 

Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 
 

Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel 
 

Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan 
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services  
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on 
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us. 

 

School Photographs 
 

Visit our website http://wpps.org.za/news/gallery/ and click on 
the photo gallery to view our most recent photos. 
 

Music News 
 

LESSON TIMES 
We have had many of requests from parents and boys for 
particular music lesson times this year. We have tried to 
accommodate these requests as much as possible.  
 

Owing to the limitations of the academic timetable we are not 
always able to guarantee these requests. We ask that you accept 
the times that are given to your son. You are welcome to contact 
your son's music teacher if he is falling behind in the lesson that 
he misses for music, and they will try to change the time if 
possible.  
 

INSTRUMENT STORAGE 
Grades 3 – 7 boys are only allowed to store their musical 
instruments in the music lockers or the music locker room. 
Please remind your boys not to leave them anywhere else. 

 

Communication @ WPPS 
                                
Newlands Road Campus: 021-7618074  
Eden Road Campus: 021-6741455 
 
Please note our commitment to a 24-hour response time 
(Monday to Friday) to any emails. 
 

If there is an urgent message, however, kindly phone the office; 
staff are not online during their teaching or coaching time and 
cannot guarantee an immediate reply. 
 

For music lesson absentees, kindly send a text via sms to the 
relevant music teacher by 08:00. 
 

Many thanks! 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
http://wpps.org.za/news/gallery/
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Eden Road Notes 
 

GRADES N – 2 SPORTS DAY  
This event takes place Monday, 14 March from 08:30- 10:30. 
Boys are to wear house T-shirts, blue Quantec sports shorts, 
takkies and a cap. Please remember to apply sunscreen. 
 
GRADES 1 & 2 PICK UP  
Please remind your boys that if their lifts have not arrived on 
time, they are to walk themselves to Aftercare or to notify DJ at 
the office. They are NOT to walk to the Newlands Road Campus.  
 
REMINDERS  
Mon 15  Pre-Primary Chores for Paws start 
Tues 16  Grade 1F Outing to Rosen Castle 
Wed 17  Grade 1R Outing to Rosen Castle 
Thurs 18  Grade R Outing to SPCA 
Fri 19  Grade 2 Outing to Kirstenbosch 
 

Grade 7s working on their 
vocabulary in isiXhosa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We would really appreciate your help with the following 
collections:  
 
TOMBOLA  
 
The teachers run the very popular Tombola Stall at Fun Night. If 
you have any unwanted gifts or unnecessary purchases, (e.g 
stationery, children’s jewellery, toys or toiletries), please send 
them to your son's classroom. 
 
THE BOOK STALL  
 
Please deposit your good quality SECOND-HAND BOOKS (no 
magazines please), DVDs, CDs, electronic games (Wi, Xbox, PSP 
etc) and educational toys and games in your son's classroom. 
 
There is a competition for the grade that collects the most 
Tombola items and the most book stall items. 
The winning grade for both of these collections will win a half 
hour swim during a class period (Grades N and R will win a half 
hour free play on the big field). 
 

 

Swimming Pool Access 
 

In the interest of poolside safety and for better control of pool 
access, we have installed an electronic keypad on the pool gate. 
This gate will only be opened by a WPPS swimming coach or 
SwimSmart representative.  
 

Please can parents keep out of the pool area, as coaches cannot 
be constantly opening and closing the gate. The safety of your 
children in and around the pool is our primary concern, and thus 
these stricter controls need to be enforced. 

 

Grade R Julia Donaldson Outing 

celebrating life and learning 
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Grade 3 Visit to Herschel for 

Valentine’s Day 


