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From the Headmaster’s Desk
Dear Parents

the smaller co-ed schools, that have just one side. Our Bsides, in particular, have had some tough fixtures against
other “supposedly” weaker A-sides. We try our best to
match games as closely as possible, but have certainly got it
very wrong in a few cases. This is a frustration, as we rely on
the opposition school to be candid about their team’s
abilities. We have already started discussing some changes
for next year’s fixtures.

It has indeed been another busy week, amongst others:

Grade 4V led Monday’s assembly with the value theme
of commitment, and it was wonderful to welcome back
Father Chris, who gave us a message on using positive
language and words of truth rather than anger in Chapel
On the topic of next winter, we will also be revisiting the
on Wednesday.
hockey and rugby boot colour issue. Although it is still

The boys enjoyed an entertaining “Hooked on Books”
possible to find the black boots, we do understand that the
session, which aims to ignite some passion for a
markets and styles have changed, and will try and become
selection of the latest books on the shelves.
more flexible. As summer approaches, however, an early

Many boys have been furiously rehearsing for the
warning that we will not be changing our approach for
ABRSM Exams, which took place this week. Mr Pringle
cricket. Cricket boots and shoes will need to stay
seems very pleased with how they went.
predominantly white. It is a traditional game, and although

Dale College from King William’s Town brought down 44
the 20/20 boots may be very colourful, our prep school
rugby players to take on the U13 boys. It was a great
Dress: cricket is played in the traditional sense.
afternoon of rugby, and the WPPS boys gave a very
good account of themselves.
Eden Road
building
has had a frustrating hiccup over the
Allparents
boys are
required
to wear full winterThe
uniform
including
blazers

The Grade 1 boys and some
have
been very
last few weeks. With a directive from Council that a specific
industriously building piñatas for their Food Day, which
heritage issue was not addressed in the planning process, we
is later this term and always a highlight on the calendar.
were forced to stop work. We are pleased now, however, to

There is much excitement amongst the Grade 2 boys, as
be back on site and hugely appreciative of the project team
they anticipate their Rugby Festival at RBPS this
and in particular, Richard Summers for his expertise and time
afternoon.
in resolving the issue.

The U13B and C rugby teams are halfway through their
tour to the Winelands. They took on Bridge House
Finally, I had the privilege of enjoying a tour of Eton College
yesterday and will play Somerset College this afternoon,
last week. As I contemplated one of the most prestigious
before completing the tour on the Mount Royal
schools in the world, I was reminded that Eton was in fact
tomorrow. This is a fantastic opportunity for these boys
built by King Henry VI to allow the common folk outside the
to experience a tour, and is just reward for their great
walls of Windsor Castle to be educated, and hence the birth
commitment to WPPS rugby over the last five years.
of the English “public school” system. We finished our tour in
the most exquisite chapel, which we had all to ourselves.
Many thanks to the Fundraising Committee, and in particular
One could not help but feel sheer awe and wonder, and be
to Wisahl Ganief, for their efforts in putting the Second-Hand
left with a real sense of perspective. Sitting in a 550-year-old
Rose sale together. This is a very popular event for many of
school chapel, one realises that our 101 years at WPPS is
the ladies and gentleman in our surrounding community.
really quite insignificant in the grand scheme of things.
Special thanks to all the boys, parents and staff who have
contributed to the goods, and also to the parents who
As with much in life, if we can take a big enough step back
assisted on today.
and get some perspective, we are often left wondering how
we managed to get ourselves into such a state about often
With the final home rugby fixture of the season taking place
quite trivial situations. There are fewer instances in which it
this weekend, I also would like to extend a massive thank
is easier to lose perspective than in parenting our children. In
you to all the parents for their support and enthusiasm
the effort to provide the very best possible future for those
round the bacon and egg table throughout the season. It has
in our care, we can so easily be lost in the minute details of
been wonderful to see and experience the vibe. You are
the now. In many stressful parenting situations one needs to
greatly appreciated.
remember, “It will all be okay in the end, and if it’s not okay
it’s not the end!” (John Lennon).
It has been a trying few weeks of rugby fixtures. We
continually sit with the challenge of trying to ensure that
Have a wonderful weekend!
each team gets a match every week; easy enough against our
local boys’ schools, but very difficult against some of
GARY SKEELES

Back to Boys

1|Page

In This Issue:

Old Boys

Ann Hardwick (nee Stansbury)

Page 1

From the Headmaster’s
Desk

Ann Hardwick passed away earlier this month. She was
the only daughter and youngest child of Christine and
Geoffrey Stansbury, co-founder of WPPS.
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WPPS Golf Day

Ann lived at Mount Royal as a child and, with three of
her own brothers and a school full of ‘adopted’ brothers,
was quite a tomboy. She attended WPPS for her first few
years of schooling and joined in every activity she could.
We hear that she was a mean fast bowler, coached by
brother Alan, a talented cricketer. She always did well in
the ‘Little Sisters’ race on sports day!
Her father died when she was only eight, leaving her
mother in sole charge of the administration of the
school. Ann was a great help in practical ways, assisting
with housekeeping duties and supervising the junior
boarders.
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K4K

Ross Tucker and Jamie Wilson (back)
came to speak to the Grades 3 – 7 boys in
Assembly on Monday about the K4K,
‘’Kids Raising Money for Kids in Need’’
fun charity event, which is being
organised by Bishops.
See details on page 5.
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Grade 6 Biltong-making

Second-Hand Rose

When her eldest brother, John, came back from
Cambridge to help John Pridmore in the running of the
school, Christine Stansbury took the opportunity to take
Ann to England to be with her parents for eighteen
months.
Ann remained very close to her mother and wrote a
detailed tribute on her death, which was an invaluable
resource for the chapter on Christine in the Centenary
book. She also helped John with his reminiscences about
the early days of the school with some very humorous
anecdotes about the teachers at the time.
Ann’s three brothers, John, Alan and Christopher have all
died within the last few years, and we are sad to have
lost the last of the WPPS Stansburys. What a legacy they
left.

Congratulations!

Our condolences go to her extended family.

Ann, aged 4, on the left at the start of the ‘Little Sisters’
race 1937.

John Pace won the Sanlam National Portrait Competition 2015
with this painting of his son, Jack, titled "After the Match"
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UK Alumni

The Lord your God Himself will go over before you. He will
destroy these nations before you. Be strong and courageous.
Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God
who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.
Deuteronomy 31:3, 6
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Thursdays from 07:45 – 08:30 in Eden Rd Staff Room
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
Wednesday Chapel Services
All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.

On his recent trip to London, Headmaster Gary Skeeles caught
up with past headmaster's secretary, Lynne Bosch, and a happy
band of old boys all flying the Wetpups and South African flags
high in the UK.

Annual Alumni Dinner
Calling all Old Boys and Past Parents! Our annual alumni dinner
will take place at WPPS on Friday, 11 September, at 18:30.
It is sure to be a fantastic evening, with good food and a great
guest speaker. Old boy Michael Charton presents the untold
story of the legendary 1937 Springboks in New Zealand – a story
which speaks to the heart of our fierce love for rugby and the
great rivalry between the Springboks and the All Blacks.
The dinner will be in the Stansbury Hall, with tables of 8 or 14, so
please spread the word and encourage your fellow alumni to
attend. Click on the following link for all the dinner details and
how to book http://www.wpps-alumni.org.za/CT%20invite.gif

Visit to Grade 2 by Paramedic,
Trevor Glass

Grade 5 Afrikaans Mondeling
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WPPS Second-Hand Shop
Manager
We are looking for someone to take on the running of the shop
with immediate effect.
The Second-Hand shop is the easiest way to source nearly new
WPPS uniform items for your boys. It is open on Fridays
from 12:30 to 13:30.
If you can help or would like to know more, please contact Caron
Perrott via email - marketing@wpps.org.za or call the office on
021 761 8074.

Junior Art Club – Bubble Drawings

Eden Road Notes
LATE-COMERS
Please note that if your son is late (07:40 or later), he will have to
wait in DJ's office until the teachers have finished their morning
phonics (until around 08:00).
AFTERCARE
Please remember to sign your boys out when you collect them.
This is essential for security reasons so that we know they are
out of our care. If you don't, we have to sign for you and
estimate the time he spent with us. Reminder that boys will be
added to the list if not fetched from school on time.
GENERAL
Please note that we are doing sandwiches for U-turn on
Wednesdays.
IMPORTANT NOTICES
Please note that the dates for the following events have been
changed:
Grades 1 and 2 Report Backs from 7 September – 1 October
Grades 1 Food Day now takes place on 23 September
REMINDERS
Tues 1 Grade 1 Outing to Mosque
Wed 2 Grades N & R Puppet Show
Fri 4
Grade N Outing to Scratch Patch

Thought for the Week
“Be yourself, everyone else is already taken.”
Irish writer Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)
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“Kids Raising Money for Kids in
Need’’
K4K, ‘’Kids Raising Money for Kids in Need’’ is a fun charity event
organised by Bishops. Aimed at raising money for three
particular charities, we encourage everyone, schoolchildren,
individuals and corporates alike from around the Cape to join us
and run in a 4x4 kilometer relay.
The event will take place at Bishops Diocesan College on
Heritage Day, 24 September 2015.This is a great outreach
opportunity for boys from very privileged backgrounds, like
those of us lucky enough to have studied at WPPS, to get
involved in charity and uplifting community work and to help
those less fortunate than we are or people affected by lifethreatening illnesses.
Show your support, and join us for what promises to be a fun,
exciting and rewarding experience. We know we can count on
the Wetpups boys to embrace this event and to be fully
committed to participating and helping make this day a
tremendous success. For more information and for registration
details, please visit our website: http://k4k.bishops.org.za.
Ross Tucker and James Wilson (2011 Leavers)
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