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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

Leadership at WPPS 
 

Our vision at WPPS is to awaken potential, empower and inspire 
every boy to become a solutionary for our tomorrow. We are keen 
to grow transformational leadership and to foster service in each 
of the boys so that they are able to make a meaningful difference 
in our world. 
 

As our world changes and becomes increasingly more complex 
with increased connectivity and communication, placing great 
emphasis on human rights, inclusivity and awareness of others, 
we need to prepare our boys so that they are able to serve and 
lead in a changed world. In doing this we need to move away from 
the “command and control” paradigm to a more transformational 
thinking of leadership. 
 

Currently, our leadership development culminates in eight or so 
Grade 7 boys in being appointed as prefects, who serve the school 
for their final semester. Although this is wonderful for these cho-
sen few, we believe that our leadership training and development 
should be extended to Include all Grade 7 boys. Furthermore, it is 
important to expose our boys to many varied opportunities for 
service and leadership. To this end, we are proposing augmenting  
our leadership development by setting up a structure that will 
assist the boys in growing their leadership skills. 
 

At WPPS we believe: 

 Leadership involves finding your voice and inspiring others to 
find theirs so that they can be the best they can be for the 
world. 

 All our boys have leadership potential and will be required to 
lead in the future, whether it is leading a business, a country 
or a family. 

 We acknowledge that our boys are not equally gifted in lead-
ership, management and/or people skills. 

 Leadership skills can be learnt and developed. 

 All our boys should be given the opportunity to develop and 
grow their leadership abilities. 

 Leadership involves coaching and mentoring. 

 Leadership involves service. 

 Integrity of self is essential for authentic transformational 
leadership. 

 All boys at WPPS need to be instilled with the values of re-
spect, integrity, courage, compassion, humility and accounta-
bility in order to become transformational leaders.  

 

We will need to educate our boys and prepare them well for  
leadership positions in the future. In order to do so, we will need 
to expose them to the following knowledge and skills:  
- Self-awareness    - Social and emotional awareness 
- Self-management    - Conflict resolution 
- Communication    - Responsibility 
- Optimistic thinking   - Decision-making 
- Delegation     - Relationship skills 
- Goal-directed behaviour and vision setting 

Senior Citizens Matinée 
  
This year, the matinée for senior citizens will be an Afternoon of 
Music held on Thursday 7, September 2017. 
 

Lifts 
We invite senior citizens from a number of different homes in the 
Southern Suburbs. WPPS mothers provide transport to, and from, 
the school for some of our guests. We would like to arrange  
drivers now. We would be most grateful if you could volunteer. If 
you are able to help on that afternoon, please email Karen Jenkins  
jenkins@wpps.org.za 
 

As a driver, you would need to collect folk to drop them off at the 
school by 13:45, and then fetch them again at about 15:45 to  
return them home. 
 

If you have been a driver before, please indicate this, and whether 
you would be available to go to the same place again. 
 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 

Eats 
For most of these senior citizens this event is often the 
only outing that they go on each year! Traditionally, our WPPS 
mothers have assisted us with supplying a plate of either sweet or 
savoury bite-sized treats. 
 

If you can help, please could you deliver these to the kitchen on 
the morning of Thursday 7, September. Please don't send items 
that need to be heated. 

Rugby: U13A vs  Paarl 



celebrating life and learning 

In This Issue 

 From the Headmaster’s Desk - Leadership 

at WPPS 

 Senior Citizens Matinée 

 Uniform 

 Afternoon Prep / Supervision 

 Second-Hand Shop Stock Needed 

 Thought for the Week 

 WPPS Golf Day 

 Junior Art 

 One-to-One 

 Grade 5 Geometry Lesson 

 Last weekend Carl van Wyngaarden ran the 7km  
Staalwater Trail Run and came tenth. He then completed 

the 15km Mountain Bike event on the same day..  

From the Headmaster’s Desk cont/d… 
 

The WPPS Leadership Programme – A Proposal: 

 

Grades 4 – 7 Camps 
Our two camps per year will be designed to target leadership development with our Grade 6 boys doing a Covey Course at the end of 
Grade 6 and again at the beginning of Grade 7. 

Lifeskills Classes 
The many leadership skills will be explained and developed during our lifeskills classes with the boys. 

Assemblies 
Certain assemblies will deal with values as well as social and emotional development. 

Wetpups Families 
During our family times, we will expose the boys to the leadership skills and knowledge required. The older boys will be asked to men-
tor and coach the younger boys in their groups. 

Mentorship Programmes 
Boys who have been at the school for some time will be assigned to look after and mentor new boys to the school. 

Captains 
Sports captains and music group captains will be chosen and mentored. 

School Council 
One boy from each class from Grades 4 to 7 to serve on a School Council which that communicate to the school and be a voice for the 
pupils. 

Grade 7 Portfolio Committees 
We will set up various portfolios to be headed by Grade 7 boys. These portfolios could include: 

 Recycling, conservation and sustainability 

 PRO and marketing of the school and events 

 Outreach 

 IT supports including sound and lighting 

 House captains for inter-house competitions 
 

It is our aim to develop and grow leadership in all our boys, so that they can transform our world though their actions and behaviours. 
Margaret Wheatley, who has written books on Servant Leadership, believes that we need to have warriors in the future who will act 
with gentleness, decency and bravery. This is our most important task at schools today. We need to arm the bystanders of our country 
with compassion, decency and bravery to stand up for what is right and just, and to reconnect with those around them in a principled 
way if we are to overcome the many problems we face in the world. Fundamentally, we need new leaders who will look to the good of 
the whole, instead of the good of the one. This is the only way we will be able to fight greed, corruption and consumerism.  
 

We look forward to assisting the boys in this new and exciting endeavour next year.  
 

SIMON WEAVER 



Thought for the Week 
 

“In three words I can sum up everything I've learned about life: it 
goes on.” 
 

American poet Robert Frost (1874-1963) 
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Finn, Cameron and Farhaan building the 
tallest tower at break time.  

Second-Hand Shop Stock Needed 
 
We welcome the donation of any school clothing or accessories 
that your sons have outgrown or no longer use. Please drop off at 
the Newlands Road office. All proceeds from the shop go towards 
the WPPS Scholarship Fund.  
 

The shop open on Fridays from 13:00—14:00 and is located near 
Gate 2, Newlands Road Campus.  
 

For any queries please contact Suzanne Dingley 0834575304 or 
Louise Ciolli 0824134885.  

Uniform 
 

We request that all boys arrive at school in either a full school 
tracksuit, with predominantly white shoes, or in full winter uni-
form. We remain supportive of the initiative to save as much wa-
ter as possible, therefore, the boys may wear their respective 
sports clothing under the tracksuit. Boys are not allowed to create 
their own variations of the uniform, and are therefore to wear the 
full tracksuit or winter uniform.  
 

Afternoon Prep/Supervision 
 

Supervision is provided for boys who cannot be fetched immedi-
ately after school. Grades 1 and 2 boys are required to attend 
Aftercare. Boys from Grades 3 to 7, are required to attend prep. 
This will no longer take place in the Stansbury Hall and boys are 
encouraged to engage in free play. Alternatively, if they require a 
quieter venue to read or complete academic work Mr Viljoen or 
Mrs Todd-Mason’s classroom are available. Lego, blocks and other 
game-like materials will be available for boys to use. We encour-
age them to develop creativity, innovation and pro-social skills as 
they play. It is compulsory for boys, who are not fetched by 14:30, 
to attend Prep. Parents are required to collect their son from the 
playground or one of the classrooms and excuse them from the 
staff member on duty. For the remainder of this year, Prep will 
continue to end at 15:30.   
 

Wayne Naidoo 



Junior Art 
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After all the weeks of preparation, the big day finally arrived. The 
weather was perfect and the atmosphere electric. We left school 
at 07:00 with a bakkie load of props and five cars filled with gifts, 
all expertly wrapped by the Grades 6 and 7 boys.  
 

We erected our stand and the boys then went to help many of the 
other stallholders, fetching and carrying. At 09:30, the fun began. 
Throughout the day, 64 boys entertained our guests, both at our 
stand and by mingling with the crowds.  
 

We had many compliments on the day, and afterwards via phone 
and email. At 16:30, we packed up and this time had just a bakkie 
and one carload of props. Not a single person left unmoved by 
their experience. Although the day was certainly not about prizes, 
we were fortunate enough to be awarded the trophy for the most 
attractive stand.  
 

None of this would have been possible without the love and sup-
port of so many members of our wonderful Wetpups family.  
 

Thank you to each and every person who contributed in any way to 
this day of magic. 
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One-to-One 
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Grade 5 Geometry Lesson 


