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From the Headmaster’s Desk
Proudly Primary Conference, KZN
The last week was exciting with voting taking place on Wednesday, the Rio Olympic Games opening on Friday, a school holiday
on Monday and then having Women’s Day on Tuesday. I have no
doubt that a great deal of us spent the week glued to the TV initially watching the Election Results and then watching a great deal
of sport.
During this time, Jackie Wilter, Joscelyn Davie and I were privileged to be able to attend the Proudly Primary Conference in KZN,
which is held once every three years. Jocselyn Davie made the
following comment about it:
It was an absolute privilege to meet with around 1200 other primary school teachers to discuss and consider issues that are
unique to primary school teaching. As a person who is inspired and
energised by relationships and discussion, my highlights were the
many conversations and discussions had with colleagues and
teachers from other schools around environmental awareness,
spirituality and working to your strengths - to name a few. Another personal highlight was the closing talk by Jason Drew on thinking outside the box in our interactions with environmental issues,
and critical thinking as a key skill to prepare students for a future
which, in many ways, still being defined. Many thanks to Simon
and the school for affording us the opportunity to attend this inspiring conference.

The teachers who spoke gave us examples of the wonderful breakthroughs that they have had with the children in their care, such
as, a boy who was dysfunctional in many ways who suddenly
found his passion in the playing of music and was able to turn his
life around in a meaningful and exciting way. The philosophy of
teaching at Liv Village was impressive in that they all tried to do
the following with each child in their care:
 Look at each child as an individual
 Be patient
 Call out the gold – look for the positive and praise it
 Rely on the team
 Make use of love languages
 Challenge the system
The teachers in this school are clearly very energised and are doing superb work with the children. It was inspiring to see what
they were able to achieve with so little.
It was an outstanding conference as we were able to interact with
many of our colleagues, were appreciated for being primary
school teachers, and learnt a great deal in the process. It certainly
reinvigorated me and clearly showed that it is so exciting to be
involved in education at this time in our country. It was made clear
that education, and the way we do it, will determine our future in
South Africa and the world.
SIMON WEAVER

The conference started on Thursday evening and ended on Saturday at midday. During this time, we heard four plenary speakers
and were then given many choices of different workshops. The
conference was inspirational and the speakers, who covered the
theme of “Down to Earth”, made us very aware of going back to
the basics of education and concentrating on relationships.
I was fortunate enough to attend to a talk given by one of our
own parents, Lindy Bruce, who spoke on the importance of Social
and Emotional Learning. She highlighted the eight core competencies that need to be taught in schools in order to enhance and
develop Social and Emotional Learning. Cathy Fry, in another
workshop spoke about the importance of teaching children to
think deeply and creatively through Philosophy for Children.
I was most moved, however, by the presentation given by the
teachers from Liv Village School. This is a school that has been
established for the teaching of HIV/AIDS orphans from the Durban
area. The children are placed in a village where they are cared for
by adults in homes and are sent to school in the village. Many of
the children have challenges which they face on a daily basis.

Dr Lizzie Harrison presented a talk on Online Safety to
the boys, staff and parents on Thursday 11 August.

celebrating life and learning
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Outing
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The Grade 5s were in awe last Friday,when they visited Readers
Den Comic Shop in The Stadium on Main. The boys were surprised
by two local artists, Danelle Malan (Cotton Star http://cottonstar.com/) and Jarred Kramer (Super Dud https://
www.facebook.com/superdudcomic/) who had set up display taDue 29 July
bles of their work, consisting of comic books, original artwork and
stickers.
The artists spoke to the boys about their work and answered their
questions, after which they were free to browse and buy the various items on sale in the shop. Boys returned to school inspired and
ready to spend their long weekend with their heads buried in their
new comic books.
Readers Den is a hidden gem, and I recommend all parents treat
their boy/s to a visit sometime this year. They offer an array of
new and used, local and international comic books as well as other
comic related items. It’s a great hobby and interest for boys to sink
their teeth into from an early age. See the Readers Den website at
http://www.readersden.co.za/
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Eden Road Notes

Second Hand Rose Collection

GENERAL
The Pre-primary is appealing for wood off-cuts for the boys to use
in the garden. If you can help, please drop any donations at the
office, much appreciated.
AFTERCARE
Please note that as from Thursday, 11 August the Aftercare will be
using the Pottery Room until further notice. Our apologies for any
inconvenience caused.
REMINDERS
Fri 12 Park Rugby

Weekly Riddle
If you answered Nunu for last week’s riddle, you would be wrong.
The correct answer is of course, Mary.
This week’s riddle requires a little out-of-the-box thinking:
A woman goes into a hardware store to buy something for her
house. When asked the price, the clerk replies, "the price of one is
R12, the price of forty-four is R24, and the price of a hundred and
forty-four is R36. What does the woman want to buy?

The Second Hand Rose sale will be on Friday, 26 August.
This is a good opportunity to de-clutter your kitchen, bedrooms
and garages of any items that are in usable condition by
12 August
We would be most grateful if you could send in:
 Old/previously loved clothes
 Accessories – shoes etc
 Children’s wear
 Table cloths
 Sheets, pillows, pillowcases, duvet covers, duvet inners,
quilts and blankets
 Towels
 Working appliances
 Crockery, cutlery and other kitchen items
Drop off points:
Eden Road Campus - DJ’s office
Newlands Road Campus - outside Neville Brink’s office
Any queries please contact Caron Perrott
marketing@wpps.org.za
Many thanks
The WPPS Fundraising Committee

Township Solution Planning
Music Theory: Grade 4
We have decided to improve and update our music theory teaching syllabus. As a result we will not be entering any boys in Grade
4 for theory exams this year.

The Grade 5 boys were tasked with identifying problems people
living in townships face. Once they established the issues, they
were required to build a small, scale model of the townships,
indicating ways in which they could improve living conditions.
This is mostly being done using recycled materials and the boys
are beavering away nicely.

Chaplain’s Corner
My son, if your heart is wise, my heart too will be glad. My inmost
being will exult when your lips speak what is right.
Proverbs 23:15-16
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel.
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
Wednesday Chapel Services
All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.

Thought for the Week
“What life means to us is determined, not so much by what life
brings to us as by the attitude we bring to life; not so much by
what happens to us as by our reaction to what happens.”
American writer Lewis L. Dunnington
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