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  Dress:  
 
  All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers 
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Western Province Preparatory School 

4 September 2015 

Back to Boys 

Educating Hearts and Minds 

celebrating life and learning 

From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

Dear Parents 
 

It is frightening to think that the winter sports 
fixtures are already over with a just few festivals 
and tournaments left, and the much anticipated 
inter-house clashes still to come. As I mentioned 
to the boys in assembly, this does NOT mean we 
are “coasting into the holidays” as we still have 
much of the term left. We will continue to ensure 
that the boys remain focused on the tasks at 
hand.  
 

There will be a more relaxed afternoon 
programme for the senior boys, as we give some 
focus to cultural activities; the Grade 7 House 
Plays and the Evening of Music both take place 
later this month. We will be starting some 
summer sport activities, although these are 
purely voluntary as we understand that boys may 
already have outside commitments that need to 
continue till the end of the term.  
 

Inter-house cross country will take place on 12 
September, and is one of the very few events 
where every boy is involved. It is a wonderful 
morning on the beautiful Klein Constantia Estate 
and is often the highlight of the school calendar. 
Please note that this is is a compulsory event for 
the whole school.  
 

We are very excited about the start of Readathon 
on Monday. The theme for the year is Back to 
Books and, as always, these two weeks are a 
great opportunity for our boys to engross 
themselves in reading. We understand that life is 
frantic and in the busyness of daily routine, 
reading is often sacrificed (usually substituted by 
some sort of technology). Please use this 
opportunity to encourage your boys to read, and 
to join in by modelling reading, reading together 
or just motivating reading. 
 

An interesting article in one of the local 
newspapers this week headlined the massive 
concerns regarding online safety. This co-
incidentally comes at a time when we as a school 
have been looking critically at our Acceptable Use 
Policy (AUP) with regard to WPPS IT equipment 
and WPPS accounts. Your son will be coming 
home soon with a new AUP, which we will be 
asking parents to sign. These will have been 
discussed at school during IT, so that all jargon is 
clearly understood. The dangers online are vast 
and varied, and protecting our youth is a massive 
challenge that needs a conscious and clear 
approach. 

 

I often think of the online world in terms of a trip 
to Claremont Main Road – if you know what you 
want and how to get there you should have no 
problems. You can and most likely will meet 
unsavoury characters on the way, and need to be 
prepared. However, if you are looking for 
trouble, it is very easy to find! The question is, 
“Would you let your son go to Claremont Main 
Road on his own?” 
 

Finally, we heard the story of the Good Samaritan 
in Chapel on Wednesday. It was an interesting 
take on the very well-known bible story. We 
were reminded and challenged about the role 
bystanders and casual observers have in all that 
we see around us. Whether it is the close 
community of a school playground or the wider 
social impact of what happens in Cape Town, 
South Africa or globally, we all have a 
responsibility. Rev Ben Aldous referred to the 
Samaritan in the context of neighbours. While 
modern society encourages us to build bigger 
walls and forces us to protect our patch – we 
require constant reminding that our neighbours 
NEED our good Samaritan approach. 
Ben closed with this Franciscan Blessing: 
 

“May God bless us with discomfort at easy 
answers, half-truths, and superficial 
relationships, so that we may live deep within 
our hearts. 
 

May God bless us with anger at injustice, 
oppression, and exploitation of people, so that 
we may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

May God bless us with tears to shed for those 
who suffer from pain, rejection, hunger, and war, 
so that we may reach out our hands to comfort 
them and turn their pain into joy. 
 

And may God bless us with enough foolishness to 
believe that we can make a difference in this 
world, so that we can do what others claim 
cannot be done, to bring justice and kindness to 
all our children and the poor.” 
 

Enjoy what promises to be beautiful Spring 
weekend. 
 

Regards 
 

GARY SKEELES 

 
Grade 6 Trench Model – 

Early Days 
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Back to Boys 
 

Early Morning Tower-Building in Grade RE 

Grade N Puppet Show 

Senior Citizens Matinée 
 

Lifts 
This year, the matinée for senior citizens will be an Afternoon of 
Music held on Tuesday 15, September 2015. 
 

We invite senior citizens from a number of different homes in 
the Southern Suburbs. WPPS mothers provide transport to, and 
from, the school for some of our guests. We would like to 
arrange drivers now. We would be very grateful if you could 
volunteer. If you are able to help on that afternoon, please let 
Karen Jenkins know via email jenkins@wpps.org.za by Monday 7 
September. 
 

As a driver, you would need to collect folk to drop them off at 
the school by 13:45 and then fetch them again at about 15:45 to 
return them home. 
 

If you have been a driver before, please indicate this, and 
whether you would be available to go to the same place again.  
 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
  
Eats 
For most of these senior citizens this event is often the 
only outing that they go on each year! Traditionally, our WPPS 
mothers have assisted us with supplying a plate of either sweet 
or savoury bite-size treats. 
 

If you can help, please could you deliver these to the kitchen on 
the morning of Tuesday 15 September.  
 

PS Please don't send items that need to be heated.  

 

Inter-House Cross Country 
 

The annual inter-house cross country will, once again, take place 
on the beautiful Klein Constantia Wine Farm on Saturday, 12 
September. As always, this is one of the highlights of the year.  
 

Please note: 

 This is compulsory for all boys from Grades N – 7.  

 Look out for sprinkler heads when parking along the road 
leading up to the farm. Remember there is parking behind 
the main cellar as well. 

 Please see that children do not play on the swing. 

 REGRET NO DOGS ALLOWED. 

 Boys need to be there 08.00. We will start at 08.30. 

 

Winter Sports Bring ‘n Braai 
  

Please note that there will be a Winter Sports Bring ‘n Braai at 
the Centenary Pavilion on Wednesday 9, September.  
 

This is for all winter sports codes and all age groups. Boys may 
use this opportunity to thank their coaches. 
 

Fires will be lit after the inter-house rugby matches.  

 

mailto:jenkins@wpps.org.za
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 

 
 
 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, 
they comfort me.  

Psalm 23:4 
 

Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 
 

Thursdays from 07:45 – 08:30 in Eden Rd Staff Room 
 

Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan 
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services 
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on 
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us. 
 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
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Thought for the Week 
 

“I have come to believe that a great teacher is a great artist and 
that there are as few as there are any other great artists. 
Teaching might even be the greatest of the arts since the 
medium is the human mind and spirit”. 
 

John Steinbeck 

Eden Road Notes 
 

GENERAL  
Please note that we are doing sandwiches for U-turn on 
Wednesdays.  
 

LATE-COMERS  
Please note that if your son is late (07:40 or later), he will have to 
wait in DJ's office until around 08:00 when the teachers have 
finished their morning phonics.  
 

AFTERCARE  
Please remember to sign your boys out when you collect them. 
This is essential for security reasons so that we know they are 
out of our care. If you don't, we have to sign for you and 
estimate the time he spent with us. Reminder - boys will be 
added to the list if not fetched from school on time.  
 

REMINDERS  
Mon 7  Readathon Begins 
 Grades 1 – 2 Report Backs Start 
Wed 9   Grade R Planetarium Outing 
 Grade 1 Library Morning 
Thurs 10  Grade 2 Library Morning 
 Grade 2 Claremont Library Visit 
Fri      11   No Park Rugby 

 

Grade 7 Desk Building 

Family News 
 

Congratulations to Max Marshall-Smith (Grade 1) whose mum 
gave birth to a healthy little girl named Stella last week. 
 

James (Grade 6) and Samuel Clarke’s (Grade 1) paternal 
grandfather passed away on Thursday. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with them and their family at this sad time. 
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