WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
“Awakening Possibility”
Newsletter

30 September 2016

From the Headmaster’s Desk
I am very pleased to announce that we now have a Vision and
Mission of which we feel proud. This has been thought through
and dissected at length over the past term. We have utilised the
information gleaned from the Crystal Ball Gazing exercise and
from the surveys, and it has been a very exhaustive and thought
provoking exercise that has made us all the richer for the experience. We would like to thank the Board, the staff and the many
parents who have been involved in this process. Please find the
Vision and Mission alongside, which will be launched officially
early next year at Founders’ Day.
Our next part of the process to identify the strategic imperatives
that we need to engage in so as to ensure that we make our Vision and Mission a reality. We are hoping to extract five or six
very important issues during a meeting that will be held on Friday,
14 October, from14:00 - 17:00 in the Stansbury Hall. All those
who are interested in attending and contributing to this very important part of the process are encouraged to join us.
We come to the end of a very hectic term. There have been so
many different activities on the go including Not Quite Aladdin,
the Shrewsbury Exchange, various musical concerts, the ending
off of very successful rugby and hockey seasons, the Grade 7 24hour relay for PSFA, One-to-One, Strategic Planning, numerous
Grade outings, the Cultural Tour to the Eastern Cape, the U13B
and C teams tour to the Winelands, and much more. We are certainly all looking forward to the short September break.
On the staff front, we welcome Wayne Naidoo and his family to
Wetpups. They have now moved in to their new home in the Deputy Head’s accommodation. Wayne will officially start at the beginning of the fourth term, and we look forward to his contribution to the school.
Neville Brink, who is due to retire at the end of the year, will be
leaving us at the end of this term as he has been appointed as the
Estate Manager at Greenfields. Neville has been at this school for
the past 16 years, and has made an enormous contribution to the
school. We wish him all the best in his new endeavours.
It is with a great deal of sadness that we announce that Oliver
Steynor will be leaving Wetpups at the end of the year. He has
acquired a spot on one of the boats in the Cape to Rio Yacht Race.
This has been a dream of his for some time and a previous
attempt was unsuccessful, so he is keen to accomplish this life
goal. Furthermore, having been at Wetpups for 13 years, he feels
it is time to start something new. This has been something that he
has been contemplating for some time. We are certainly going to
miss him a great deal as he is an outstanding school master who is
exceptionally talented as a teacher and coach. We really do hope
that he will not be lost to education for too long.

WPPS Vision and Mission
Our Vision
We awaken potential, and empower and inspire every boy to
become a solutionary for our tomorrow.

Our Mission
WPPS is a leading independent Anglican school for boys, committed to all-round educational excellence within an innovative
learning environment. By embracing diversity and providing a
dynamic, balanced and holistic curriculum, we:








Instil our core values
Ignite curiosity and creativity
Encourage critical thinking and resourcefulness
Develop character and grit
Nurture community, participation and teamwork
Foster service and transformational leadership
Celebrate life and learning

Our Core Values
Respect
Integrity
Compassion
Courage
Accountability
Humility

Respect God, oneself, others and our environment
Act with honesty and fairness
Care for our community
Stand up for the truth and what is right
Take responsibility for one’s own actions
Do not think less of oneself, but think of oneself
less

Wishing you all
happy holiday!

celebrating life and learning
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Our Alumni Administrator, Chris McEwen, very sadly also leaves
us at the end of the year to take up a new and exciting post as the
Marketing Manager at Herschel. She has made her mark at this
school in all that she did for the centenary celebrations and for
the Alumni at WPPS.
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I am very pleased to announce that we have appointed an Operations Manager for the school. Chris Porter has extensive experience in Operations Management having been an Operation Manager on a large estate called Baynesfield just outside Pietermaritzburg. He then ran a very successful family farm just outside Wartburg for many years and for the last seven years, has been the
Operations Manager at Cordwalles. His wife Heather, who was a
Grade R teacher at Cordwalles, has just been appointed as a
teacher at Kildare Pre-Primary. Chris and Heather have two children, Kirsty and Gary both at UCT. We are really looking forward
to welcoming them to Wetpups.
On a final rather negative note, I am not very happy with the
number of boys who are having their belongings "stolen". It does
concern me that a great deal of clothing and equipment is abandoned and left lying around the school. However, it does also
seem that some boys’ belongings being tampered with. I have
spoken to the boys about this, and I hope that things will improve.
There seems to be a culture of "borrowing" without asking the
owner of the clothing or equipment which is totally unacceptable.
The first thing in combatting this scourge is for all parents please
to ensure that the boys’ belongings are all clearly marked. It
would also be good if everyone could check their cupboards at
home to see if any clothing has been inadvertently taken by your
sons. In a previous school when I asked parents to do this, one
parent returned with something like 12 sun hats! We will endeavour to deal with this further next term, when we will have random
clothing checks.

Grade 7 PSFA 24-Hour Relay
The boys did a tremendous job last Thursday and Friday. All four
house teams completed their 24-hour relay with no interruption.
Of course, this required co-operation and some fortitude,
especially at four in the morning! The boys and staff wish to thank
you all for your support, encouragement and, not least, your financial backing in terms of contributing funds towards this most
worthy cause. At last estimate we had cleared the R40 000 mark in
terms of pledges and actual donations made.
Thanks to those who have deposited money directly in the PSFA
account, and/or sent in cash. The account is, of course, still open
and donations and pledges not yet deposited can still be made
directly into the account:
Peninsula School Feeding Association
Standard Bank of South Africa
Acc. No. – 070894159
Branch Code – 020909
Reference – WPPS
The Grade 7s enjoyed the event and the camaraderie that it engendered, and they also had a real sense of doing something for a
greater good. We will be communicating further with PSFA and
providing opportunities, where possible, for our boys to spend
some time interacting with children at schools where PSFA
provides much needed support. Their representatives will also
visit our school and acknowledgment will be made of our boys’
support.

I hope that you all have a wonderful short holiday, and that we all
come back refreshed and ready to tackle that last eight weeks of
the school year.
SIMON WEAVER

Chaplain’s Corner

If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty,
give him water to drink, for you will heap burning coals on his
head and the Lord will reward you.
Proverbs 25:21-22
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel. Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
Wednesday Chapel Services
All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.
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Heritage Day

Heritage Day Quiz

Comments from Grade 6
Erik Todd:
Having discussed the importance of heritage and Heritage Day,
the question to ask is, how can we promote the appreciation of
Heritage Day? I think we should start here at WPPS by finding out
about the many different cultures that make up WPPS and its
community.
Thomas Saurma-Jeltsch:
When I started researching for this speech, Heritage Day didn't
really mean anything to me, but now that I understand what it’s
all about. Some South Africans think that we should celebrate
Heritage Day and take it seriously, but others just see it as a day to
braai and have fun.
Tyrique Nair:
South Africans don't appreciate the day how we should. We
should celebrate our heritage in remembrance, and share it with
others. We should remember the past and honour our past leaders. I have, like many others, been celebrating Heritage Day by
having a braai. South Africa is one of the most diverse countries in
the world and I will never celebrate it in that way again after all
the research I went through I learnt a lot.
Rafiek Petersen :
It is good that we celebrate Heritage Day in the nation because
you get to know more about people with different cultures and
different backgrounds. It also encourages people to respect the
culture of others.

The following boys were the lucky winners of the Heritage Day
quiz:
Grade 3H
Thomas Owen-Jones
Grade 3P
Alexander McIvor
Grade 4V
Nicholas Vaughan-Scott
Grade 4W
Mu'aath Ganief
Grade 5G
Adam Tresfon
Grade 5H
Oliver Hufton
Grade 6B
Storm Lanfear
Grade 6S
Farhaan Osman
Grade 6V
James Flint
Well done, boys!
Some comments of the boys comments about why they are proud
to be South Africans:
" ...we have so many cultures."
"...we are a rainbow nation and are unique."
"...people are kind and helpful to tourists."
"...we don't mind what colour our skins are."
" ...we have gone through a lot and our country has really unique
features."
" ...of our rich history."
" ...it is a great place full of wildlife. I love animals."
"...we are a small country but we are proud of what we do in
everything that we do."
"I am proud to be South African because of Nelson Mandela, who
gave us all freedom and rights to make us a proud country."

Robbie Dow:
I believe that we must not forget why it is a holiday and take this
day a little more seriously by thinking about our heritage and its
importance. Our heritage shows how we came to belong in this
country and the things that make us different to the rest of the
world. Therefore, this special day shouldn’t be taken as any other
day off school and work; we must try to understand its importance.
Connor Todd:
I think that this day should not be known as national braai day,
because people are forgetting the actual meaning of this day. Although we dance and sing around a fire, I think we should have a
moment where we think about our heritage and honour our ancestors.
Andrew Lawson:
Heritage Day unites our country as one nation. It gathers groups of
people to talk about their past and future history. Instead of
different cultures each stranded on their own little, lonely island,
we are all on the same one. We were once strangers; now we are
friends.
Matthew Russell:
Do we all know what heritage means? Heritage is something that
is handed down over the years from one generation to another. It
is part of your history, honour and pride, it is something that belongs to you as part of your culture and tradition

Weekly Riddle
Last week’s pink house had no stairs, because it was a one storey
house.
This week our riddle is focused on the English language:
What is the longest word in the English dictionary?
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Grade N Heritage Day

Christmas Market Car Stickers

WPPS Golf Day

The Christmas Market car stickers have been distributed to every
class, so every boy will be bringing a sticker home. Please can you
support this special event and help us to promote the date and
time, by applying this sticker to your rear windscreen. They are
easy to peel off the window after the event.

We are looking for more hole sponsors for the golf day. We would
greatly appreciate your support or involvement:

Hole Sponsorship gives you direct interactive access to each
of the golfers participating in the event. This costs just
R3 000.

Putting green and arrival area also available at additional
cost.

Thanks very much for your support.

Due 29 July

Eden Road Notes
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS
If sport has been cancelled, boys will be supervised indoors by the
coaches.
JUDO MATCH

Barlow House End of Term Outing

The Grade 2 boys had a judo match; the results are as follows:
WPPS 5 wins and Bishops 6 wins. Well done, boys, you produced
some very nice techniques in the tournament.
REMINDERS
Mon 10 Oct

Term 4 Begins
Eden Road Summer Sports & Extramurals Begin

Thought for the Week
“When you take a flower in your hand and really look at it, it's
your world for the moment.”
American painter, Georgia O’Keeffe (1887-1986)
Albany and John Dingley at Grade 1
Food Day
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Music, Tennis and Squash Tour
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