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From the Headmaster’s Desk
Time is fleeting. We are now back for the fourth and last term of
the year. Our Grade 7 boys will be leaving us at the end of the
year and moving on to their high schools. This time reminds me of
my own son's and daughter's experiences as they left prep school
to go to high school. They are both now at university, and about
to make their own ways in life. In the last few weeks they have
both been challenged to look at the state of tertiary education in
the country and we, as a family, have had some very interesting
discussions about what has been happening around the country.
What has struck me in this process is that they have grown and
matured so much over the past 23 years and, although that
seems a long time, it all goes very quickly. It seems that it was just
the other day that they were leaving prep school. This has made
me think about the importance of us, savouring and enjoying our
children's time growing up. We can never have those days again.
They go exceptionally quickly, and so we need to spend quality
time with them.

He said, "I'd love to Dad, if I could find the time.
You see, my new job's a hassle and the kids have the flu,
But it's sure nice talking to you Dad,
It's been sure nice talking to you."
And as I hung up the phone, it occurred to me,
He'd grown up just like me; my boy was just like me.
And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon,
Little Boy Blue and The Man In The Moon.
"When ya comin' home son?"
"I don't know when, we'll get together then, Dad,
We're gonna have a good time then."
As we interact with our boys, let us remember that time with
them is short. As fathers, we can think that our jobs are too important and that we will be dads when we are not busy with our
work. What the song emphasises is that the time to play with your
boy is now.
I hope that you have an excellent final term of 2016.
SIMON WEAVER

The importance of this time-parenting is best illustrated by the
lyrics of a song composed by Harry Chaplin entitled Cats in the
Cradle.
A child arrived just the other day,
He came to the world in the usual way.
But there were planes to catch, and bills to pay,
He learned to walk while I was away.
And he was talkin' 'fore I knew it, and as he grew,
He'd say "I'm gonna be like you, Dad,
You know I'm gonna be like you."
And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon,
Little Boy Blue and The Man In The Moon.
"When ya comin' home, Dad?"
"I don't know when, but we'll get together then
You know we'll have a good time then."
My son turned ten just the other day,
He said "Thanks for the ball Dad. Come on let's play.
Can you teach me to throw? " I said, "Not today,
I got a lot to do." He said "That's okay."
And he walked away but his smile never dimmed.
He said "I'm gonna be like him, yeah.
You know I'm gonna be like him."
Well he came from college just the other day,
So much like a man, I just had to say,
"Son I'm proud of you. Can you sit for a while?"
He shook his head, and he said with a smile,
"What I'd really like, Dad, is to borrow the car keys.
See you later; can I have them please? "
I've long since retired; my son's moved away.
I called him up just the other day.
I said, "I'd like to see you, if you don't mind."

Welcome to Mr Naidoo, our new Deputy Headmaster,
who started at WPPS at the beginning of this term.
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We are very sad to announce that Ingrid Pitt, one of our Grade 3
teachers, will be leaving us at the end of the year to take up a post
as a Grade 1 teacher at St Cyprians, as she feels she needs a
change of grade.
Robyn Prew, our Junior Primary Remedial Teacher has begun her
maternity leave. We wish her and her husband well with the birth
of their first child.
Kaylene Henriques (English Teacher) and Jenny Erskine (Grade R
Teacher) will be retiring at the end of the year.
We are pleased to announce that Georgette Rautenbach has been
appointed as a Grade R Teacher to replace Jenny Erskine from the
beginning of 2017. Georgette has a Bachelor of Primary Education
from the University of Pretoria. She also has an Advanced Certificate in Special Needs. She has taught at Wonderland Pre-Primary
and Eugene Marais Hospital in Pretoria as well as Water’s Edge
Pre-Primary and Pro-Ed Remedial School. She was Head of Department of Learner Support at Oakley House Remedial School
from 2008 – 2014. For the last two years she has taught at the
Wesgreen International School in Sharjah in the UAE. Georgette is
a very well recognised and experienced teacher, who is going to
make a significant difference to the Pre-Primary. Georgette is
married to Ernst and they have two children. We look forward to
welcoming Georgette to WPPS.

Summer is Here

Please Help our Boys to be Sun Smart!
While a balance of ultraviolet radiation (UV) exposure is important
(ensuring adequate uptake of Vitamin D, which is essential for
healthy bones and muscles), over-exposure can cause sunburn,
skin and eye damage and skin cancer.
Please ensure that sunscreen has been applied to your sons in the
morning before they are dropped off at school. Boys must also
provide their own sunscreen to bring to school for reapplication
during the day. The school offices on both campuses will maintain
a stock of SPF 30 broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen for
use in the event a boy forgets his own.
We will continue to post details of the UV Index each week with
the lunchtime notices on the Newlands Rd Campus, while boys on
the Eden Rd Campus will also have regular reminders from their
teachers.

Chaplain’s Corner
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I
will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.
Isaiah 41:10

As we want our boys to enjoy the sun safely, they are required to
wear caps when outside - the “No cap, no play.” rule applies; alternatively boys must sit/play in the shade.
We appreciate your support in educating our boys.

Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel. Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za

Thought for the Week

Wednesday Chapel Services

“Before you assume, read the facts. Before you judge, understand
why. Before you speak, think.”

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.

American teacher Shaana Niessen
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Weekly Riddle

WW1 Trench Models Taking Shape

Last term’s riddle was a play on words. The longest word in the
English Language is smiles, because there is a mile between each
‘s’. According to Wikipedia, the literal longest word in the English
language is pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanokoniosis.

The Design and Technology and History departments are doing a
joint project. During their history lessons, the Grade 6 boys learnt
about WW1. They have been tasked to build trench models, which
are being built as a Design and Technology project.

We have another language puzzle this week:
If you take away my first letter, I still sound the same. If you take
away my last letter, I will still sound the same. Even if you take
away the letter in the middle, I will still sound the same. I am a five
letter word. What am I?

Hockey Equipment Collection

14 days to go until the WPPS Christmas Market!
Stalls include a host of old favourites, as well as an exciting range
of new ones!

During the hockey season, our boys travelled to Langa to play
fixtures. James Flint, playing for the U12As, was touched by the
enthusiasm and skill shown by the Langa boys, despite the lack of
specialist equipment in many cases.
James approached us, and we supported his initiative to collect
good quality used equipment to donate to these young hockey
enthusiasts. With the support of our WPPS families, he collected
about a hundred items to donate to the Langa Hockey Club, which
was handed over to a club representative this week.
We are very proud of James and commend his efforts. Well done,
James!

Soloists' Music Concert
This concert has been moved to Wednesday, 26 October, to give
the boys some more time to prepare. It will take place in the FC
Recital Room starting at 19:00. Parents will be notified if their sons
are performing.

There will be wonderful raffle prizes to win such as:
 Alphen Hotel / Blanko voucher
 Caffe Verdi voucher
 Root Bar vouchers
 La Perla voucher
 Win a school pool party
 Suncream hamper
 School of Rock - a month’s free membership
at School of Rock valued at R1245 - 4 x lessons - Keys, Vocals,
Saxophone, Trumpet, Guitar, Bass, Violin, Marimba and
Drums.
 MapStudio books
 Wade Bales wine hamper
 Le Creuset products
A music programme, involving many of the boys, will entertain
you throughout the day, and plenty of delicious food stalls will be
available.
Remember the market goes on until 19:00, so you have plenty of
time to shop and enjoy the market.
Please share the date with your friends and family, and help us to
advertise the date by placing the car sticker on your rear window
of your car.
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Grade 6 Modern Dragon Paintings

Zac Oaker

Bengy Reid

Nicholas Steinhagen

Matthew Malan
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