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From the Headmaster’s Desk
Over the course of the past two years, we have tried extremely
hard to combat the scourge of hurtful behaviour and bullying. We
acknowledge that that the eradication of such behaviour and the
change to a more empathic, respectful and caring environment
requires a comprehensive whole school approach. It is our aim to
ensure that every boy at WPPS feels happy, safe and secure so
that they are able to unlock their potential, learn in an optimum
way and be empowered and inspired to become solutionaries for
our tomorrow.
In our endeavours to deal with this enormous task of culture
change at the school we have had talks about hurtful behaviour
and how to deal with it with our boys, staff and parents. We have
tried to tone down the huge emphasis on competition at the
school. This has been the case especially in the Junior Prep and
Pre-Prep sections of the school as we are aware that an overly
competitive environment leads to jealousy and destructive behaviour as these youngsters are not mature enough to deal with it.
We have instituted Wetpups Family groups so that there is more
of a connection between the older and younger boys. We have set
out the values that we hold dear clearly and have encouraged our
boys to follow these. A Iusta Tenete award is presented at times
to boys who demonstrate the living out of these important values.
We have conducted two bully surveys, one last year and another
this year. We have instituted a new way of dealing with discipline
that emphasises restoration, learning and transformation instead
of retribution and the creation of compliance through fear.
Our focus in assemblies and Chapel services has promoted the
importance of respect, kindness and care. We are currently reviewing our award and leadership systems at the school for the
same purpose. We want to ensure that every boy is given the
opportunity to learn about how to lead, and are also trying to
ensure that they are not merely chasing a badge or tie in all that
they do. We are keen to ensure that our boys are able to self regulate; that they become intrinsically motivated and not merely
motivated by the acquisition of trinkets.
Mid-year we conducted the bully survey and I would like to share
some of these results. These results have already been shared
with the Board, the staff and the boys. It is very pleasing to report
that things seem to be moving in the right direction as far as
hurtful behaviour and bullying is concerned. The percentage of
boys who like or love Wetpups has increased from 90% to 92%,
which is pleasing. The percentage of boys who feel they are bullied all the time has remained constant across the two years at
1,5%. However, the boys who report being bullied often has fallen
from 9% to 7% and those reporting being bullied sometimes has
fallen from 46% to 39%. This means that the percentage of boys
who feel they have been bullied in one form or another has decreased substantially from 56,5% to 48,5%.

Although we have made some strides with combatting bullying
and hurtful behaviour at the school, we are still not happy with
the numbers and would like to improve them even further. This is
something that we will continue to work very hard at in the years
to come.
In the last little while we seem to have had an upsurge of conflict
and hurtful behaviour amongst the older Grades. We have dealt
comprehensively with each incident and investigated carefully to
ascertain what happened. We have dealt with the boys in a manner that will lead to them not being involved in this type of behaviour again. This has led to one Grade 7 boy being suspended externally from school, and a Grade 6 boy being suspended internally. It
should be made clear that with a restorative and transformative
approach to discipline, there are still consequences that will be
applied.
I want you to know that I detest any form of hurtful behaviour,
discrimination, or "dissing", as it is this negative and insidious behaviour that erodes a child's self esteem and robs society of a fully
-functioning person. It kills a boy's spirit and leads to the death of
his character. I will fight against this with all I have. However, I will
do it with the purpose of teaching and educating each child who is
involved so that they do not repeat this kind of thing again. We
need to build respectful, empathic, caring, kind and thoughtful
boys, who can become good at what they do but ,more importantly, become good men who can make a difference to our world in
the future.
SIMON WEAVER

Christmas Collection for Kitchen
and Ground Staff

WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and
ground staff. In the past, this has taken the form of a collection of
non-perishable items to make up hampers. This year, we decided
to try to raise funds instead, so as to make up gifts of vouchers for
the men and women who spend much time ensuring the
happiness of the boys in terms of preparing grounds and food, and
cleaning.
Cash donations may be handed to the Newlands or Eden Road
Offices in an envelope marked: Christmas Hamper or and EFT may
be made to the school's account with the reference Christmas
Hamper.
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EDEN ROAD LIBRARY
Monday 6 Nov:
Grade N Library and Hot Chocolate morning.
Please return all books and library bags.
Tuesday 7 Nov:
Grade R please return all books and library
bags.
Grades N & R Paddington Visit (Eden Road
Hall)
GRADES 1 AND 2 PLAY DRESS REHEARSAL
The dress rehearsal will take place Tuesday, 14 November, from
11:00 to 12:00 in the Stansbury Hall. We invite all grandparents,
au pairs and domestics. Tea and coffee will be available.
REMINDER
Please notify the office for any change of address or contact
details to keep our records updated.
2017 JUDO MEDAL AWARDS
Judo medals will be awarded at the end of the lessons on the
following days:
Grade N on Tuesday, 7 Nov
Grade R on Friday, 10 Nov
Grade 1 on Friday, 17 Nov
Grade 2 on Tuesday, 14 Nov
Parents are welcome to pop in and see their boys in action.

Thought for the Week
“Let us not underestimate how hard it is to be compassionate.
Compassion is hard because it requires the inner disposition to go
with others to places where they are weak, vulnerable, lonely, and
broken.”
Dutch theologian Henri J. M. Nouwen (1932-1996)

Thabo Lesoro

Thabo Lesoro, who was part of our Future Teacher's Academy
from 2013 to 2014, passed away on Monday, 30 October, having
contracted meningitis about a month ago. Thabo was doing an
internship at Trinity House in Johannesburg.

Grade 3 Music Concert
This concert takes place on Tuesday, 7 November, at 13:15 in the
FC Recital Room. Parents are encouraged to attend. The programme is available on the school's website.
Boys only perform if they have a piece ready. There will be a rehearsal on Monday, 6 November, so boys must bring their music
and instruments on both days.
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Our GK Team at the Final Round of the
Inter-Schools GK Quiz at SACS.

Congratulations to our Water Polo team on their
exceptional performance at the SACS Tournament
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Grade 1 T-Bag
Outing

Grades 1 & 2
Music Concert

Last week Wednesday, the Grade 1 boys visited The Original T-bag
Designs in Hout Bay. It was a great opportunity for them to see
where the many teabags that they collect go. The boys were
amazed at how their used teabags, and those of many others
around the world, were transformed into beautiful artworks which
are sold to many people both locally and internationally. They also
met Jill Hayes, founder of Original T-bag designs, who spoke to
them about the company and showed them around the shop as
well as the workshop where many of the Original T-bag Designs
items are made.
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Grade R Library Morning
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