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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

This week has been the week of the Carol Service and the Grades 
N and R Nativity Play. The Carol Service took place on Tuesday 
night at St John's Church, Wynberg, and was absolutely beautiful 
with the orchestra playing superbly and the choir singing  
brilliantly. I was extremely proud to be associated with our school. 
We thank Philip Pringle, Ria Pretorius and all the music staff for all 
the hard work that they put into the music to make it such a  
memorable night.  
 

The Grades N and R Nativity Play took place on Thursday night 
and, here again, the boys did superbly well and entertained us  
wonderfully. 
 

As we gear up for Christmas with all the shops decorated, jingles 
being played and our businesses frantically trying to tie things up 
before the holidays, we sometimes forget the true meaning of this 
time of the year. Christmas is a time for festivities, family,  
Christmas gifts, fun, Christmas trees and the wonderful and mys-
terious Santa Clause. It is truly a magical time of the year. 
 

However, we need to reflect on Christmas being the time that we 
remember the birth of Jesus and that as Christians we believe that 
God sent his son to us as a gift - a gift of love. This is where the 
exchange of gifts originates from. We give gifts at Christmas time 
to remind us of God's love for us and to show our love for those 
around us. It is a time of giving, a time of peace, a time of joy and 
a time of love.  
 

Sometimes we get caught up in what we receive and lose sight of 
what we should give and what is important in the giving. This little 
story written by someone anonymous depicts how important the 
intention of love is as compared to the size of the gift.  
 

“We often learn the most from our children. Some time ago, a 
friend of mine punished his three year old daughter for wasting a 
roll of Christmas wrapping paper. Money was tight in his  
household and so he became infuriated when the child tried to 
decorate a box to put under the Christmas tree. Nevertheless, the 
little girl brought the gift to her father the next morning and said. 
"This is for you, Daddy." He was embarrassed by his earlier  
overreaction, but his anger flared up again when he found that 
the box was empty. 
 

He yelled at her, "Don't you know that when you give someone a 
present, there's supposed to be something inside of it?" 
 
The little girl looked up at him with tears in her eyes and said, "Oh 
Daddy, it's not empty, I blew kisses into the box, all for you,  
Daddy." 
 

The father was crushed. He put his arms around his little girl, and 
he begged her for forgiveness. My friend told me that he kept that 
decorated box by his bed for many years. Whenever, he was  
discouraged, he would take out an imaginary kiss and remember 
the love of the child who put it there”. 

In a very real sense, each one of us as parents has been given a 
decorated box filled with unconditional love and kisses from our 
children. There is no more precious possession anyone can hold. 
As we prepare for Christmas let us remember what the true 
meaning of this special time is. Let us show our true love for one 
another and be more focused on our giving rather than on our 
receiving. 
 

I hope that you all have a wonderful Christmas holiday. 
 

SIMON WEAVER 

Thought for the Week 
 

“Never stop asking questions. Complacency is the death of  
society.”  
 

British designer Terence Conran 

Carol Service 
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Junior Prep Final Assembly 
 
You are invited to join us at the Junior Prep Final Assembly on 
Wednesday, 29 November 2017, at 08:00 on the Mt Royal Field.  
 

Please note that seating is unreserved. Tea will be served  
afterwards. Parking will be on the Mt Royal Field via Gate 7.  

Christmas Collection for Kitchen 
and Ground Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and 
ground staff. In the past, this has taken the form of a collection of 
non-perishable items to make up hampers. This year, we decided 
to try to raise funds instead, so as to make up gifts of vouchers for 
the men and women who spend much time ensuring the  
happiness of the boys in terms of preparing grounds and food, and 
cleaning.  
 

Cash donations may be handed to the Newlands or Eden Road 
Offices in an envelope marked: Christmas Hamper or and EFT may 
be made to the school's account with the reference Christmas 
Hamper.   

Tuckshop Order Form 
 

The tuckshop form for Term 1, 2018 is now online.  Please  
complete your order and send it through by Sunday, 26  
November.  The link is: http://bit.ly/tuck12018 

Last Sunday the final Junior Golf Academy Father & 
Son Golf Day was held at Burgandy Golf Estate.  Jack 
Thwaits (Grade R) and his father Ryan played a  
superb game and won with several points to spare. 

Music Instruments 
 

All musical instruments must be taken home for the holidays. Boys 
stopping lessons or leaving WPPS must return their instruments to 
Mr Pringle on Thursday, 30 November, before Prize Giving. 

Grades 4 & 5 Music Concert 

http://bit.ly/tuck12018
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Grade 7 #Run4PSFA 
On Thursday, 16 November, at 10:30, the Grade 7s started their 24
-hour marathon #Run4PSFA to raise funds to feed children less 
fortunate than themselves.  
 

The marathon finished 10:30 on Friday, 17 November. Their task 
was to ensure that their representatives from each house were on 
the track at all times for the full 24 hours.  
 

Some slots were easier than others; the early morning slots saw 
boys have to dig deep to ensure that they did not let their team 
down. 
 

To date they have raised R28 874 with a few donations still  
trickling in.  Well done to the Grade 7 boys for contributing to this 
amazing cause. 
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Alumni News 
 
IAN BROWN 1947 – 1950 
 

We are sad to have to report the recent death of  Ian (John  
Lindsey) Brown. 
 

Although his career was in accountancy, Ian had a lifelong interest 
in the natural environment, and botany in particular. This interest 
might have been born at Wetpups, though not necessarily through 
any academic endeavour.  It was just that the boarders’ food at 
the time was so dire that Ian asked permission to create his own 
vegetable garden, to supplement his diet – certainly an unusual 
request from a 12-year-old-boy.  Nevertheless, he was allocated a 
small patch in the corner of what is now the swimming pool  
area.  Ian got to work, the vegetables flourished, and so did he! 
 

Ian captained the WPPS 1st Cricket XI in 1950 and 1st team rugby, 
thereafter he went on to Bishops in 1951. 
 

Ian became a prominent and active member of the Botanical  
Society at Kirstenbosch.  His particular interest was in clivia,  
collecting new varieties in the wild, propagating them, and  
creating new hybrids, which are now grown by enthusiasts all over 
the world. 
 

Ian’s closest friend at Wetpups was Martin Simpson, who died 
tragically in the Lockerbie air crash.  Ian was determined that  
Martin would be remembered at the school, and with his  
widow,  provided funds for the school’s archives room, named 
after Martin. 
 
————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you purchased a plaque for your son? We encourage you to 
be part of a commemorative Centenary Pathway. 
 

The engraved bricks will provide a tangible history of WPPS, and 
will serve to remind those who follow that they are part of a won-
derful community of students, alumni, parents, grandparents, 
teachers and friends, who have nurtured and supported the 
school and its values since its founding in 1914. The names of 
those who walked the pathway before them will inspire future 
generations. 
 

The funds raised from the sponsorships will support the Centenary 
Fund. The Centenary Foundation Trust contributes to every aspect 
of the school’s future, and will be a lasting resource that makes a 
difference across generations. 
 

To order please click on this link WPPS centenary/pathway-project 
WPPS Centenary Foundation Trust has Section 18A status as a 
Public Benefit Organisation. 
 

This means that South African taxpayers may be eligible to enjoy a 
tax deduction for donations up to 10% of annual taxable income. 
Donors are issued with a Section 18A tax certificate. 

WPPS Golf  Day 
 
The WPPS Golf Day was a resounding success. A big thanks to our 
key sponsor, Citadel, and all our other sponsors of the auction 
items, the sponsored holes, the fourball prizes and spot prizes.  
 

Special thanks to the brilliant organising committee, Grant Ford, 
Terri-Ann Hatty and Amanda Rich, who worked so hard to make it 
such a wonderful day.  
 

The weather couldn't have been better and set the tone for the 
day. On arrival, the players were treated with a Citadel goody bag 
full of treats and most of the holes had 'refreshments' of some 
sort to keep spirits up and add to the excitement, which helped to 
make the day most enjoyable. 
 

Before prize giving, Joey Burke, our auctioneer, rallied the players 
into playing a fun game of 'tops and tails', which was swiftly fol-
lowed by the much anticipated auction. The auction always brings 
an electric atmosphere and much excitement. We closed off the 
evening with the handing out of the superb four ball prizes. 
 

Thanks to all involved this event raised a record-breaking amount 
of R500,000. 
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WPPS Golf  Day 
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1st XI vs Dads Cricket Match 



Grade 7 
Zonnebloem 

Visit 
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Grade 4  
Market Day 



Summer Sports 
Braai 
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Pre Prep  
Nativity Play 


