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Acts of vandalism, unkind behaviour and theft in schools may sour 
pupils’ feelings about their school environment or make them feel 
unsafe. This will most certainly have a negative impact on one’s 
learning. While some schools spend huge sums of money on  
security personnel and systems on site, most schools rely on 
teachers, administrators and their pupils to be vigilant in curbing 
this social ill. Regardless of the level of security, however, it’s  
important for each individual, whether staff or pupil, to take every 
precaution to prevent vandalism and theft from taking place.  
Sadly, society has accepted that theft is and always will be an  
unavoidable element. In light of the number of incidents in the 
last few months I thought it sensible to write an article on the 
subject in which I will not only focus on it, but also how we as a 
school community can work towards curbing theft as much as 
possible. 
 
It seems like quite a few pupils have either had some personal 
belongings stolen at school or know of somebody who has. Sadly, 
this is an indication of the type of behaviour that is tolerated by 
our pupil body. If we continue to remain silent when we know that 
somebody has committed such an act, how can we expect this 
problem to cease? 
 
I spoke to a number of pupils who were directly affected by this. 
While investigating, I managed to get quite a lot of insight on how 
the mind of a thief works. I have learned the majority of people 
who steal are opportunistic. They wouldn’t attempt to steal if the 
chance of getting caught was high or the object of their desire was 
hard to obtain. The minority, however, are more experienced in 
the art of theft and are more calculated in it’s execution. Those 
types of people have many different reasons for stealing. Some 
may have a low self-esteem, some may steal owing to the  
constant forces of peer pressure. This means, therefore, that each 
pupil is empowered to stop the act before it happens. Exerting 
positive peer pressure, being encouraging of honest behaviour, 
and being a genuine friend means that many of these incidents 
would not happen as the perpetrator would have ‘lost’ his  
accomplice.  
 
The school has taken a few steps this year to curb this problem 
and more initiatives will be taken in the new year. Sadly, despite 
the security systems in place, some people will still find a way. 
That is why it is important for each one of us to take ownership of 
our own safety and be extra vigilant in being aware of what is 
taking place around us and reporting it. In addition, I propose the 
following measures.   
 
If it’s out of sight then it’s out of mind. Try to keep your posses-
sions hidden or locked away as much as possible. We have noticed 
recently, an increase in the number of items left lying around the 
school, unattended. Each pupil was assigned a locker in term one 
and is encouraged to get a lock for it.  

Clearly, and permanently, label your personal items. I encourage 
parents, therefore, to check the items that their son takes home 
regularly.  
 
To continue improving our security, the school will implement 
some security cameras in designated safe zones where pupils can 
store their belongings. Although these options are useful in c 
ombatting theft it means nothing if pupils are not willing to help, 
because theft is a reality. The solution does not lie with the  
administrators, teachers or parents only. It cannot be fixed with 
the implementation of harsh new rules and regulations.  Simply, 
the solution lies with every pupil being extra vigilant and breaking 
the ‘code of silence’. 
 
WAYNE NAIDOO  

Christmas Collection for Kitchen 
and Ground Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and 
ground staff. In the past, this has taken the form of a collection of 
non-perishable items to make up hampers. This year, we decided 
to try to raise funds instead, so as to make up gifts of vouchers for 
the men and women who spend much time ensuring the  
happiness of the boys in terms of preparing grounds and food, and 
cleaning.  
 

Cash donations may be handed to the Newlands or Eden Road 
Offices in an envelope marked: Christmas Hamper or and EFT may 
be made to the school's account with the reference Christmas 
Hamper.   

Tuckshop Order Form 
 

The tuckshop form for Term 1, 2018 is now online.  Please  
complete your order and send it through by Sunday, 26  
November.  The link is: http://bit.ly/tuck12018 

Thought for the Week 
 

“Even if you are not looking at things the wrong way, simply  
looking at things a different way can bring new possibilities to your 
attention.” 
 

David A Hunter 

http://bit.ly/tuck12018
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Eden Road Notes 
 

GRADES 1 AND 2 PLAY DRESS REHEARSAL  
The dress rehearsal will take place Tuesday, 14 November, from 
11:00 to 12:00 in the Stansbury Hall. We invite all grandparents, 
au pairs and domestics. Tea and coffee will be available.  
 
GRADES 1 AND 2 PLAY 
Please diarise these dates: 
Wednesday, 15 November and Thursday, 16 November 
We have our Grades 1 and 2 play at 18:30 in the Stansbury Hall.  
All the boys are part of this. 
PLEASE COLLECT YOUR TICKETS FOR PLAY FROM DJ - THESE ARE 
FREE. 

City Hall Music Concert DVDs  
 

DVDs can now be ordered from Mr Pringle (pringle@wpps.org.za) 
at a cost of R100. 

Johannes Andrew 

 
Johannes, who worked in our Estates Department, passed away 
on Monday. Johannes was uncle to Martha and Anne Salomo, and 
brother to Catarina Andrew, who works in the kitchen. Please 
keep the family in your thoughts and prayers.  

Music Lessons for 2018 
 

If you would like your son to start a musical instrument next year, 
please email Mr Pringle next week by Friday, 17 November.  

mailto:pringle@wpps.org.za
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