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From the Headmaster’s Desk
On Tuesday morning this week the boys in Grade 3 were given their blazers in a “Blazer Ceremony”. This symbolic ceremony involves the
Grade 7 boys handing their Grade 3 buddies their new blazers and, in turn, the Grade 3 boys handed the Grade 7 boys their house ties.
This ceremony emphasises the importance of the respect and understanding that we expect from our Grade 7 leaders of the Grade 3 boys
and visa versa. It reminds us that respect is paramount and that it should be exercised in all ways, and to all people regardless of who they
are or how different they may be. This ceremony made me think about leadership and specifically about leadership in our country.
I am finding it extremely difficult to be inspired by the leaders of our country at the moment. Many of them seem to be self-serving and
power-hungry individuals who cannot seem to see that leadership is about serving others in a compassionate and caring way, as well as
acting with integrity, gentleness and decency. Where are all the leaders? As schools we have failed our country if we have not been able to
produce leaders who can make a meaningful difference for the world. What is happening to our Beloved Country?
Margaret Wheatley a well renowned academic and writer with a particular interest in leadership, puts forward some interesting arguments as to why the world is struggling with leadership at this time. In her book “So Far from Home” she writes that the world is in a very
bad way and suggests that there are three reasons for this.
Firstly, she points out that the enormous technological advances that have been made have created a situation where people have become consumption-driven, opinion-centric and paranoid. “...the irresistible forces of self-making, consumerism and the Internet interacted
and fed on one another to begin the spiral of descent.” Margaret points out that advertising and reality TV creates unworthy heroes to
whom we aspire, and make us want “things” like cars, houses, gadgets, the latest hairstyle or fashion accessory.
An article in the Time magazine written by Joel Stein pointed out that there has been a significant increase in narcissism. Narcissistic Personality Disorder is defined as a person who is preoccupied with themselves in terms of vanity, power and prestige. Stein points out that
this generation is known as the “me, me, me” generation. We only think about ourselves. We record our steps on FitBit, our whereabouts
on PlaceMe, we use Facebook and Twitter where we tell the world about ourselves and what we are doing. What we have, what we look
like and the power we have, has become all important to us.
Margaret Wheatley contends: “This consumer culture of manufactured selves has left behind more than half of the earth’s seven billion
people and conscripted millions of poor people to terrible working conditions to produce what we affluent consume.” People in the world
have become self-absorbed and self-centred.
The second thing she points out is that we have become distracted from the real issues and from thinking clearly about what is happening
by the new technologies that have come to the fore. The internet and computers are connecting people in one way and yet true connections and real relationships are suffering. Life has become so hectic and so full of gadgets that we are becoming more distracted and disconnected. Furthermore, she points out that “...as we surfed, clicked and linked on the Net, discovering things that interest us, we didn’t
notice that we were losing fundamental human capacities such as memory, meaning, making and thinking. We were paying a terrible price
for everything, but we were too distracted to even notice.” Not only are we losing our ability to relate we are also losing our ability to
think critically.
Lastly, she points out that organisations have become exceedingly more complex and bigger. She writes “Twentieth-century leaders built
corporate empires, organisations too big to lead. Inherently unmanageable by virtue of size and complexity, inherently meaningless by
virtue of work reduced to disassociated part, these behemoths were ill prepared for this new world of rapid change and unpredictability.”
The rising complexities and the sizes of our organisations have meant that leadership has gone back to leading by the more autocratic
means of ‘command and control’. Even though leaders are aware of Servant Leadership and the like, they find it far easier under these
complex circumstances to tell others what and how to do things instead of trying to empower them.
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From the Headmaster’s Desk cont/d...
This new world in which we live, that has arisen out of the industrial revolution and the information age, has resulted in us becoming
disconnected, fearful and unsure of most things. We are living in a world of constant change and complexity and this has meant that
people have become more self-serving and absorbed. When the going gets tough, we tend to retreat into our private worlds and people
are more intent to look after themselves and those closest to them. Greed and corruption has become the order of the day in South
Africa and our potential leaders seem to have withdrawn from of the public domain, too scared to stand up for what they believe is
right. The problem here is that as Edmund Burke says “Evil flourishes when good men do nothing”. Dietrick Bonhoeffer said “Silence in
the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guitless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act”. Our challenge in this country is to
find leaders who, will lead with compassion, integrity and with decency. We need Servant Leaders like Mandela who are not concerned
about power and influence, but rather concerned about doing what is right and just. We need our leaders to take on the Wetpups motto
“Iusta Tenete” – stand up for what we believe is true.
Our schools have a responsibility to ensure that we produce future leaders who are able to think outside of themselves, to fight for the
vulnerable in our society and to lead with integrity and with principles. The missions and visions of most schools today is to ensure that
each child become the best they can be. However, this vision for the children feeds into the narcissistic world that we see ourselves in
today. The skills that we assist the children to acquire and perfect are then used by the children for their own edification and for their
own enrichment regardless of those around them. We need to change our visions and missions to ensure that our children come to understand that the education they have received is a privilege, and that they have a responsibility to use their God-given talents to give
back to society so that this very broken world can be fixed.
As we contemplate our future in this country, let us take stock of where we are in relation to leadership in our country and pledge to
make sure that we grow our children to serve others and the world instead of themselves, so that the world can look forward to a future
of hope instead of despair. Let us pledge to develop compassionate warriors who discover their gentleness, decency and their bravery to
live our school motto Iusta Tenete.
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Thought for the
Week
“Be

brave enough to start a
conversation that matters.”
American writer Margaret
Wheatley

Strategic Plan –
Crystal Ball Gazing
There were parents who could not make
our Crystal Ball Gazing exercise which
was held on Monday, 4 April. In order to
give any parents who missed this event
the opportunity to participate, we have
decided to hold the same presentations
over two nights on Tuesday, 10 and
Thursday, 12 May from 18:30 – 20:30 in
the Stansbury Hall. Please RSVP to
jenkins@wpps.org.za by Monday, 9 May.

Rugby boys training with Nic Groom
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Chaplain’s Corner
For it is you who light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens
my darkness.
Psalm 18:28
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
Wednesday Chapel Services
All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join
us.

Kai de Klerk
Thomas Saurma-Jeltsch and Dan Mincher made a flute
from bamboo and 3D printed the recorder mouth piece.

On Monday, Kai de Klerk (Grade 7) presented his framed
painting of 'The War Horse' to Peter Stuckey, our school
magazine designer.
Peter identified this art work as an outstanding piece
while he was doing the layout of the art pages for 2015
magazine. Kai presented the framed artwork to Peter as
a thank you gift for all his work on the magazine.
Well done, Kai, for your outstanding art.

Reading at break time

Weekly Riddle
I hope you enjoyed last week’s riddle.
The answer is:
9 minutes. It only takes 9 cuts to get
10 equal sections.
You should have little trouble finding
the answer to this week’s riddle.
Someone at a party introduces you to
your mother's only sister's husband's
sister in law, who has no brothers.
What do you call this lady?
Joscelyn Davie
1st XV Rugby Team
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Rugby vs WBJS
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Grade 3 Blazer Ceremony
Honour
The passionate parents,
Looking ahead
The memory of the ceremony continue the legacy.
Emotions run high,
They inspire growth and connection
For noble respecters,
An idolised memory.
The rite of passage pathway to friendship,
Unifies tradition in the finest of men,
Passing the torch to jubilant boys,
Respecting tradition to inspire a growing legacy.
By Ben Jack

A Brick in The Wall of Life
A moment to remember,
A step on the pathway,
The traditional ritual,
The blazer ceremony.
Marking the end of my journey,
And the start of his,
Together we face new chapters in our lives,
United and yet divided.
I stand up,
And turn to my expectant buddy,
Filled with Excitement,
And beaming with pride.
Side by side we stride towards the stage,
Nervously, we ascend the steep steps,
My role has changed,
Henchman to Hero.
Standing alongside my fellow classmates,
We momentarily relive this moment four years ago,
Such happy memories,
Soon to be my buddy’s too.
We exchange items,
I help him with his blazer,
My buddy is now welcomed into our school,
His wall of life is steadily rising upwards.
By James Elliott
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Grade 4 Newlands Forest
Fire Station Visit
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Grade N Hot Chocolate
Morning
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Grade N Kirstenbosch Outing
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