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From the Headmaster
Dear Parents
Thank you so much to those of you who
supported the choir at the Herschel concert on
Tuesday evening. It was a wonderful
performance; our boys really did us proud! The
final item was a combined choir performance,
what a treat to see many brothers and sisters on
stage together!
Thank you also to those who have completed the
communication survey. We really would like to
have comprehensive feedback, so if you could
please take a few minutes to complete the form,
it is still available in the link below:
http://goo.gl/forms/HiOG7uzdLt

Social Media and Communication Apps:
communication apps have become highly
advanced, allowing users to make comments
anonymously, post photos, post links to websites
or automatically delete after a specific time.
Again with internet this means that this
communication is global and one doesn’t always
have control over who is involved in the
communication.
Playdate Rules: although one may have quite
specific rules in one’s own home, the use of
technology on playdates and sleepovers is
becoming more and more common. The rules in
other homes may well differ from your own, and
this is a tricky area. Boys in groups have a
tendency to get themselves into trouble, and not
always behave as one would expect in your own
home. Open and honest communication
between families is well advised.

A reminder to Grades 6 and 7 parents regarding
the study skills seminar on 21 MayDress:
at 18.30. The
aim of the evening is to highlight study skills
Our challenges
implemented
at school, to
which
should
enable uniform including
All boys are required
wear
full winter
blazers as parents are vast and varied.
The technology challenges are further
parents to better support their son through the
complicated by our children being more skilled
process of exam preparation. Please
than we are! We will be hosting an evening later
contact marketing@wpps.org.za if you would like
this term to look at some of the challenges facing
to attend.
parents, and to educate parents on some of the
We have, unfortunately, received a number of
more common apps and games. There will also
concerns recently regarding inappropriate
be a forum for discussion of concerns relating to
content on boys’ technology at home. With the
technology.
huge strides made in portable technology in
Finally, the International School of Cape Town
recent years, it has become even more difficult
will be moving onto the Buxton property next
for parents to monitor content. This is further
year. They have recently signed a long-term lease
compounded by the level of skill our boys
and hope to move their pre-primary classes
possess when operating technology; they are
“down the road”. I have been in contact with
extremely adept in using tablets and phones
their principal, David Hunter, and we will
from incredibly young ages. This has, therefore,
certainly work together at alleviating any
become an issue in ALL Grades N-7.
logistical implications of their move.
Later in this newsletter, you will find some tips
I hope you have a fantastic weekend.
from Thomas Adams, our IT Administrator,
regarding safe internet use.
Regards
Our chief concerns relate to:
GARY SKEELES
Portability of Devices: gone are the days of a
highly visible desktop with safe filters installed.
Boys are now able to take tablets and phones
behind closed doors and the filtering of content
has become incredibly difficult to manage. Out of
sight, out of mind also means that screen time
can easily get out of control.
Gaming Forums: many of the more popular
games, such as Minecraft and Clash of Clans,
allow users to comment constantly on any
subject in a “chat zone”. These groups can be
closed; however, it is also easily possible to get
into open chats with unknown people.
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Second-Hand Shop News

Sparrow
iPhone App
Sparrow, our school calendar system, has recently launched an
iPhone app. This app will assist you in organising your son’s
school commitments and will allow you to view the calendar on
your phone.
Numerous staff have tested the app over the past few weeks
and are enjoying the mobility and ease of use immensely. We
encourage parents to use the app for to see how it can assist in
organising your son’s schedule!
Sparrow has conveniently created a step-by-step guide on how
to download and setup the app, this can be viewed by visiting
the following link: https://docsend.com/view/yzpqwb7

The Second-Hand Shop is located on the Newlands Road Campus
and has an excellent selection of second-hand school uniforms
(including blazers), sports gear, bags and essentials.
We are currently looking for any items of winter uniform or
winter sport kit. If you have any items you would like to donate,
they may be dropped off at either the Newlands or Eden Road
offices.
All funds raised from the Second-Hand Shop go towards our
Bursary Fund.
Trading times:

Mondays: By appointment
Fridays: 13:00 to 14:00

Contact Linda Daniel 0845851666 or
email linda@cradleoflife.com

Dads and Lads Table Mountain Hike

Please diarise Sunday, 7 June, for our annual foray up Table
Mountain.
We will meet at Constantia Nek at 08:00 for an 8:15 start.
Grades 2 – 7 will head up "Constantia Corner", picnic at the dam
on top, and then come down via the concrete road. We expect
to be down between 12:00 and 13:00.
Boarders’ Outing to Kalkies, Kalk Bay

There will be a shorter route for Grades N – 1 boys.
More details will be emailed out in the week before the walk.
All boys coming on the hike will receive ten merits.

Chaplain’s Corner

You are welcome to bring your dog(s). The longer route is not
suitable for old\frail dog, as there is a short scramble at one
point on Constantia corner.
The outing is dependent on good weather. We will make a call
on the Friday beforehand, and advise everyone via email.
We are also looking for a few guides, so if you can help or need
further information please contact Mark Derman 0834888777 or
email mark@soulv.co.za

Therefore, my beloved, work out your salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is GOD who works in you, both to delight and to
do His good pleasure.
Philippians 2:12-13
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Thursdays from 07:45 – 08:30 in Eden Rd Staff Room
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za

Thought for the Week
“It’s not what you look at that matters, it’s what you see.”
American author Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

Wednesday Chapel Services
All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.

Back to Boys
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Technology and its Concerns: Mobile
Devices, Apps, Data
In today’s modern world, technology can be key in assisting us to
be more productive, efficient and happy in our everyday lives,
and this can also apply to the modern child. Reading, Maths,
Science and gaming apps all help to assist children to achieve
their best and improve their skills, both academically and in
terms of their co-ordination.
Sadly, with the technological revolution, children are exposed to
a wealth of information and contacts that previous generations
did not interact with. In many cases this is positive, however, the
internet is also a dangerous playground for children and, as
parents, there are more precautions than ever that a parent
needs to keep in mind when it comes to the internet. Below are
a few ‘concern areas’ that can help parents to keep tabs on their
son’s internet use, and how to minimise problems arising.
1.

App Accounts
Parents can help to control what apps are downloaded to
their son’s devices by keeping close control on app store
accounts - including not letting your son have his own
account.

2.

Check App Content
Before downloading any apps, review these by performing a
simple Google search for the app and see what other users
and parents have said. Many gaming apps allow for ‘global
chat’ features, which could be a gateway for unsavoury
discussions to take place or facilitate the sharing of
indecent pictures/web links.

3.

Keep an Eye on the Screen
Parents can try to keep an eye on the screen when their son
uses a device (both mobile and non-mobile). This will help
boys to be open with their parents and also help parents to
see what content is displayed (third party apps often have
adverts/pop-ups that can display content that parents may
not wish for their son to see).

4.

Force Safe Search Settings
Google and other search providers allow parents to force all
search engines to filter out explicit results - while this won’t
stop a boy visiting an explicit website, should he already
have the link, it will ensure he won’t accidentally stumble
upon such websites in a Google search. WPPS, by default,
ensures this setting is forced on all our school accounts.

5.

Social Media
Social media accounts are, per the relevant site Ts & Cs, for
children under the age of 13. Sites such as Instagram,
Tumblr and Snapchat can easily facilitate the sharing of
pornographic images and these apps can be a serious threat
to your son should he engage in the chat/discussion feature
of these services.

As technology evolves, we need to be more careful about
protecting children in our care, and any caregiver has the
immense task of keeping up with these developments. With the
introduction of wearable technology, we need to be even more
clever/careful to keep the positive features available to children
and exclude the dangerous aspects.

Found reading quietly in the Eden Road
Library
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Spur Schools' Triathlon Challenge

This exciting event, which was part of the ITU World Triathlon
Series event held in Cape Town over the Freedom Day long
weekend, saw no fewer than 34 Wetpups boys and 13 staff
members participating.
Notwithstanding the cancellation of the swim leg owing to safety
concerns around the cold water temperatures, boys and staff
alike, gave their all.
Our team of William Morley, Connor Glass and Elyas Ayyoub
came home in first place, thus winning the floating trophy for
the Schools' U12/U13 team category. They were closely followed
by James Griffiths, Luca Hefèr and Ryan Goodsell who finished in
third place.
Despite these fine achievements, it was the enthusiasm which
Wetpups showed as a school that really shone through, with
every athlete enjoying a memorable day out.
Congratulations to all finishers!

Grade 7's putting up Periodic Table
installation outside Science Lab
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