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Awareness and Inclusivity – A New 
Understanding 

 

Part 2 
 

Finally, ‘Who are we?’ aims at developing a super-ordinate culture 
with a multi-layered identity. The core concepts, inclusion and 
conflict resolution, are developed through exploration and en-
couragement of interdependence. This creates new layers of iden-
tity that will highlight similarities rather than differences, including 
focus on that which is the same, examining what we believe in and 
hope for (our values and dreams), exercises in expressing appreci-
ation of other cultures and exercises requiring cooperation and 
coordination. 
  
The ability to manage conflict is an essential part of a child’s devel-
opment. Social problem solving and dealing with arguments en-
hances the child’s ability to look at a situation empathetically.  
When these skills improve, children are better able to function 
emotionally, academically and socially. Inclusivity is lost when 
individuals’ backgrounds are ignored and everyone is treated as a 
homogenous group, which results in some groups being unwilling 
or unable to contribute.  Therefore, we must ensure that individu-
als from diverse backgrounds are being actively engaged in all 
aspects of school and home life. 
   
The programme outline is as follows: 
The course is broken into 12 modules specifically aimed at Grade 5 
learners. We intend, however, to divide the modules among 
Grades 4-6 in order to incorporate more boys into the  
programme. 
Grade 4 modules 1 - 6 over a 12 week period 
Grade 5 modules 4 - 9 over a 12 week period (1 - 9 in 2017) 
Grade 6 Modules 7-12 over a 6 week period 
  
Ideally, we would like to begin at the end of the second term, 
where the learners can adjust to the new content and those boys 
that have completed the programme can reaffirm prior 
knowledge. The course will then conclude in term 3. We will in-
clude Zonnebloem throughout the duration of the programme by 
taking specific grades to interact during specific modules. This is a 
fantastic opportunity for the boys from both schools to explore 
diversity in its true sense, where the disparity in backgrounds is 
immense. 
  
Staff training, in particular the student academy, during the initial 
phases is vital, allowing for co-facilitators to demonstrate diversity 
themselves. Staff development will also include training in narra-
tive practice, an essential part of the way in which the programme 
is presented. 
  
In the future, we hope to include the following extensions to this 
course: 
Phase 2: Living the change - CDI in our community and Phase 3: 
The hero's journey - CDI and ethical leadership, which is an UW 
leadership camp preparing learners for the variety of leadership  

roles and challenges of high school and beyond... I am currently 
researching the above and will see if there is a viable option for 
the Grade 7s who are currently unattended to. 
  
I would like to conclude by expressing how humbled I have been 
when witnessing some of the boys’ responses to the programme 
and during some of our discussions. This is one of the greatest 
teaching and learning opportunities that I have encountered in 
education to date, as it provides our boys with the vital tools re-
quired for life in a diverse society such as ours. This is the first step 
to a more unified school and country, and I am excited to see the 
changes we can generate in the future. 
 

RYAN GEDDES 
 

Grade 4 held a special birthday tea for the 
Kitchen, Cleaning and Ground Staff 
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Eden Road Notes 
 
AFTERCARE 
If the boys go from Aftercare to an extramural or therapy session 
and parents collect them straight afterwards, please ensure that 
they have their shoes and socks on before leaving the campus. 
 

If your son is listed as a regular on any given day at Aftercare, but 
will not be attending for any reason (playdate etc), please let the 
office know before 12:00 so that he can be crossed off and we 
don't search for him. 

Thought for the Week 
 

“Life is partly what we make it, and partly what it is made by the 
friends whom we choose.” 
 

Chinese proverb 

Grade 5T Design & Technology 

Grade 5T was tasked with creating the tallest tower using a couple 
of sheets of newspaper, and some glue. In their groups they first 
discussed possible ideas before building started. They soon real-
ized the technical difficulties of having a narrow base on an une-
ven surface. I was amazed at how well the boys worked together 
in their individual groups. They had to think of and solve several 
problems along this journey. They certainly had loads of fun!  

Grade 6 Legacy Project Workshop 

Last Friday the Grade 6 boys participated in their second “Legacy 
Project" workshop. This project is aimed at encouraging the boys 
to evaluate their own attitudes and behaviour from the  
perspective of their legacy - the mark they leave behind. The first 
workshop introduced the concept of a legacy, but this follow-up 
"Build-a-Bear" workshop engaged the boys in exploring, and  
discussing, what individual character traits they would like to be 
remembered for. In their grade groups, they have now completed 
their "bears", which are on display in their classrooms as a  
constant reminder. Each boy was also given the opportunity to 
complete his own personalised "bear", which he can carry with 
himself as a point of reference. This will be followed up next term 
with our third workshop, which will build on this, as we see how 
we develop and manage our "reputation".   



celebrating life and learning 

Grades N & R  
Puppet Show 

 

 
 
 
 
Second-Hand Rose Collection 

 

The Second-Hand Rose sale will be taking place this year on Friday, 
25 August. The aim of this WPPS Fundraiser is to sell good, quality 
second-hand items to the surrounding community at a discounted 
price. All proceeds from the sale will go towards  
raising funds for our school. Last year we raised approximately 
R30 000, which went towards capital projects around the school. 
 

This is an excellent opportunity to de-clutter your kitchens, bed-
rooms and garages of any items that are in usable condition. 
 

We would be most grateful if you could send in: 

 Old/previously loved clothes 

 Accessories – shoes etc. 

 Children’s wear 

 Table cloths 

 Sheets, pillows, pillowcases, duvet covers, duvet inners, quilts 
and blankets 

 Towels 

 Working appliances 

 Crockery, cutlery and other kitchen items  
 

Drop off points: 
Eden Road - DJ’s office 
Newlands Road – Mr Porter’s office 
 

Any queries please contact Caron Perrott 021 761 8074 or via 
email marketing@wpps.org.za 
 

Many thanks 
The WPPS Fundraising Committee 

Mandela Day Challenge 
 

The 18 July was the birthday of our greatest leader Nelson  
Mandela. It is now Nelson Mandela International Day, a day we 
celebrate, take action, and inspire change. What we are  
encouraged to do, is take 67 minutes of our day, to help those 
who are less fortunate than ourselves. Some people think that this 
is a lot to do, but if you think about it, we are only doing 
67 minutes, Nelson Mandela devoted 67 years doing what is true, 
right, and helpful.  
 

The best part about it is that if we all do it, we make a much bigger 
difference to our community, and are inspired to change the 
world, one day at a time.   
 

We should all be motivated to do this often and not just one day 
of the year, because that is what is right, and that is what builds 
up the foundation of a kind, caring, and thoughtful person we 
should all strive to be. 
 

The WPPS challenge is to make a difference for 67 minutes on 18 
July. Bring a photo with your short story next term, to add to our 
WPPS Mandela Challenge storyboards on Eden Road and  
Newlands Road campuses. 
 

Ilyaas van Graan 
Grade 6 

mailto:marketing@wpps.org.za


WPPS Golf  Day 

Save the date 
Friday, 17 November, 2017 

Societies at WPPS are the embodiment of our mission, and key to 
inspiring curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking. Through this 
programme, we endeavour to create a dynamic variety of activities 
that ignite curiosity and passion, and offer an holistic approach to 
learning.  
 

With the freedom of choice and opportunities to play, Friday after-
noons are a highlight for our Wetpups boys and staff. Friendships 
are forged across grade levels, and there are opportunities for 
leadership and teamwork. Without the constraints of curriculum, 
societies inspire boys to explore without boundaries, and the ener-
gy on a Friday afternoon is almost tangible! Staff cherish this op-
portunity to share their passions and to build relationships with 
boys through enriching experiences, and simply by having fun. 
 

Our exciting menu for Term 2 societies included:  

 Charades  The classic acting game.  

 Current Affairs: What is happening in the world now. 

 Dance: Hip-hop experts choreographed various dances for the 
boys, and this term new groups of boys have developed their 
hip-hop movements. 

 Debating: For people who like to argue; enriching arguments. 
Valuable time spent developing an argument and defending 
an opinion, supported with research and evidence.  

 Doodles: Many opportunities to express ideas and thoughts 
on paper, in different and creative ways. 

 Fun with Chromebooks: Creating virtual realities with rich 
narratives; an introduction to basic programming and coding 
concepts. 

 Eco/Drawing: Linking environmental concerns with creative 
expression; Artwork that sends a clear environmental mes-
sage. 

 Gumboot Dancing: Having fun learning how to gumboot 
dance. 

 Hydroponics: Researching/building a hydro/aquaponics sys-
tem; sustainable farming. 

 Outdoor Cooking: Braai the South African way; different cook-
ing styles, from boerewors rolls to toasted sandwiches to 
dessert. 

 Song Writing: Creating and performing your own music and 
songs. 

 Sports Quiz: Grow your sporting knowledge in a fun and com-
petitive environment. 

 Ultimate Frisbee: Hard-core Frisbee Action; learn about the 
game, teamwork, and how to have fun while playing a com-
petitive sport; builds fitness. 

 Grade 7 House Plays: The boys are responsible for the success 
of their play. Every boy is involved. Teachers facilitate boys 
through this exciting process. The enthusiasm of the boys is 
infectious! 

 

At WPPS we celebrate life and learning, and Societies each Friday is 
a happy, playful time when our boys lift the energy of those 
around them. They genuinely love their time together, learning 
with like-minded boys and educators who share a passion.  
 

Jackie Wilter 

Societies 

celebrating life and learning 
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Grade R Giraffe House Outing 

City Hall Music Concert 
 

To view a collection of photographs from the Music Concert 
please click on the following link:  http://wpps.org.za/city-hall-
music-concert-photos/ 

http://wpps.org.za/city-hall-music-concert-photos/
http://wpps.org.za/city-hall-music-concert-photos/
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Grade 7 Tour 


