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Dear Parents
I trust that you, the boys and the staff have
managed to get through the first full week after
the winter holidays. We now have just four
months left of the school year, which will go very
quickly.
I addressed the boys about making the most of
this final semester. We also spoke last week
about not settling for mediocrity, and giving of
our absolute best in everything we do – to work
hard and play hard!

form their OWN opinions, provided the sharing
of those opinions is respectful and is expressed
maturely.
Parenting is about balance: balance between
preparing our boys for the world out there and
protecting the innocence of youth. There are
times when we must face the reality of a society
of which we are not always proud. There are also
times when we can save our youth from the
details that they are not yet ready to process.
Our core business as parents is to safe-guard our
children, to protect them physically and
emotionally. We certainly cannot control all that
surrounds us, but that which can, we must!

As our rugby teams headed off to Eversdal last
weekend, we were reminded about the huge
impact that adult attitudes and conversations can
Exposing boys to conversations, news items,
have on our boys. Our children are sponges and
technology, social media, film, music videos, and
will take much of what they hear to heart, and it
computer games etc, which are inappropriate for
DOES have an impact on them. Where adults can
their age is a constant battle, and one that can be
Dress:
rationalise and justify, children are literal and
quite draining. While this may seem like a battle
logical. It is often quite possible to psyche our
impossible to win, we cannot afford to throw in
All
boys
are
required
to
wear
full
winter
uniform
including
blazers
lads out before even getting to a fixture; we refer
the towel and just give up. We need constantly to
to it as the “N1 fever”. This only seems to be
fight to protect our children wherever we can.
contagious when travelling north on the N1! For
After all, we are their guardians before anything
many of our boys, they believe it is literally
else, and there can be nothing more important
impossible to win any rugby matches north of
than that!
Ratanga Junction. Simply put, that is because we
There is no doubt that in this day and age,
have told them so! The reality of our fixture
parenting is not for the fainthearted. Much of
against Eversdal was that we ended up winning
what we do as parents is trial and error or gut
50% of the games, with some narrow losses.
feel. We have a tremendous responsibility, and
We often hear opinions and views from boys,
yet there is no instruction manual. The
which are clearly an echo of their parents. While
relationship between school and home is critical
it is vital for our boys to hear where we stand on
and where possible we need to all be on the
certain issues, there are also times when adult
same page. Please remember that if ever you
opinions and views should be kept from them.
have insight to share with us on where your boy
You must remember that in your son’s eyes, you
is emotionally, we want to hear it. You know him
are the font of all knowledge and what you say is
better than anyone, and often see a different
absolute fact. You can quite easily put ideas into
side. Working together makes for a far more
his head, which may not necessarily otherwise
positive outcome – happy boys!
have come to him. That said, there are times
Have a wonderful term.
when one wants to caution one’s child, to make
him aware of possible pitfalls in relationships or
Regards
warn him of unsavoury behaviour that might
come from a friendship. Try to make those
GARY SKEELES
discussions more about your son’s decisionmaking than the shortcomings of others.
It is also not beneficial for boys to hear adults
criticise teachers, team selection and school
policy while they are expected to then conform
and work within that system and structure. You
are most welcome to share your concerns and
opinions with me, if you feel they need to be
discussed or, should they simply need to be aired
with your spouse or a fellow parent, please be
aware of listening ears. I am delighted for boys to

Back to Boys

1|Page

Chaplain’s Corner

But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that
we may not be condemned by the world.
1 Corinthians 11:32
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Thursdays from 07:45 – 08:30 in Eden Rd Staff Room
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
Wednesday Chapel Services

Grade N Pyjama Day

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.

SECOND-HAND ROSE COLLECTION!

One-to-One
Thank you to everyone who has supported our One-to-One
collection. What a wonderful school community we have. If you
would still like to donate some gifts, we will be collecting
until Friday 14 August.

Eden Road Notes
GENERAL

Please note that the Eden Road Library will not be open on
4 August due to the David Melling visit.

Please collect boys punctually from their activities. Anyone
waiting around will be sent to Aftercare.

Please note that we are doing sandwiches for U-turn on
Wednesdays.
KEEPING AFTERCARE UPDATED
If your son is on the list as a regular at Aftercare, please keep us
updated if plans change and a play date is arranged, or you
collect him early. It is purely a security measure and avoids us
having to look for him to no avail. The best is to call DJ by 12:15.
She can then cross his name off for that day. You may also leave
a message with the coach or pop your head into us at Aftercare.
REMINDERS
Tues 4 Grades N – 3 David Melling Visit
Fri 7
Grade 1 Pamper Party & T-bag Design Sale
No Park Rugby

The Second-Hand Rose sale will take place on Friday, 28 August.
The aim of this WPPS fundraiser is to sell good quality secondhand items at a discounted price. All proceeds from the sale will
go towards raising funds for our school.
This is a good opportunity to de-clutter your kitchens, bedrooms
and garages of any items that are in usable condition.
We would be most grateful if you could send in:

Old/previously loved clothes

Accessories – shoes etc

Children’s wear

Tablecloths

Sheets, pillows, pillowcases, duvet covers, duvet inners,
quilts and blankets

Towels

Working appliances

Crockery, cutlery and other kitchen items
Drop off points:

Eden Road - DJ’s office

Newlands Road – Neville’s office
Any queries please contact Caron Perrott 021 7618074 or email
marketing@wpps.org.za
Many thanks
The WPPS Fundraising Committee
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Second-Hand Shop News
The Second-Hand Shop is located on the Newlands Road Campus
and has an excellent selection of second-hand school uniforms
(including blazers), sports gear, bags and essentials.
We are currently looking for any items of winter uniform or
winter sport kit. If you have any items you would like to donate,
they may be dropped off at either the Newlands or Eden Road
offices.
All funds raised from the Second-Hand Shop go towards our
Bursary Fund.
Trading times:

Mondays: by appointment
Fridays: 13:00 to 14:00

Contact Linda Daniel 0845851666 or linda@cradleoflife.com

Christmas Market
If you are interested in having a stall at the Christmas Market,
please contact Amanda Rich amanda.rich@outlook.com

Thought for the Week
Masincokole – Let’s Chat
Grade 7 isiXhosa

“Things do not happen. Things are made to happen.”
President John F Kennedy (1917-1963)
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