Western Province Preparatory School
Educating Hearts and Minds
24 July 2015
celebrating life and learning

It has been a difficult start to the term for boys and staff, as we process and reflect
on the passing of Samuel Cooke during the holidays.
The Grade 1 boys had a specific discussion on Tuesday with psychologist, Leigh
Pettigrew, to assist them in dealing with the reality that Samuel would not be back
at school. Our Wednesday chapel service for Grades 3-7 was a tribute to Samuel,
while the boys in Grades 1 and 2 attended a special memorial yesterday. It was
wonderful to have members of the Cooke family join us.
The Cookes are very much a part of our WPPS family. Samuel’s grandfather, Roley,
was a headmaster at WPPS and his grandmother, Sue, taught here for many years;
Dress:
his uncle, Chris, is an old boy and his younger brother, Gabriel, will
be starting in
Grade N next year.

All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers

Samuel was an amazing little guy. He was just like any other Grade 1 boy. He was passionate about cricket, fanatical about Star Wars
and loved to build Lego. He had a tremendous sense of humour and, like many, tried his best to get out of work he didn’t enjoy. He
was fiercely competitive. One of his highlights of this year, was batting the whole of break without going out – it may have helped that
his granny was the umpire!
He loved school and wanted to do everything he could this year. He was desperate to learn to read and write – and did so easily. He
attended park rugby and stump cricket as often as he could, even hitting tackling bags despite having a port in his chest.
Samuel showed us an abundance of courage. Medically, he faced injections, scans and treatment that made him feel awful. Yet, there
was no bitterness in his heart. No complaints that the tumour was unfair. No blame. He once told his parents, “You get what you get
and you don’t get upset – and I got Tuma.” He truly had an indomitable spirit!
Samuel was forced to go through things that no seven-year-old should ever have to experience. As he approached his death, his dad
told him how proud he was of him and what a privilege it was to witness his bravery. He told him he was confronting his illness like a
man. Samuel was not scared of dying. On one occasion, he told his mom that in heaven his body would be different, but he would
have the same heart. He explained that what he meant was that he would still love all those he left behind.
There is a saying, “There is no footprint too small to leave an imprint on this world.” Samuel only had seven years on earth, and was
only at WPPS for two-and-a-half of these, but he gave us so much to think about and learn – determination, courage, wisdom,
gratitude and perspective. But of all, the thing that struck me most about Samuel, was his incredible faith. He knew he was going to
heaven, and he was happy about that. His middle name is Nkosinathi – which means God is with us.
Samuel had a pure and innocent soul, untainted by this world in which we live; a truly special boy who forged a place deep in all our
hearts.
“It takes a minute to find a special person, an hour to appreciate them and a day to love them but it takes a lifetime to forget them.”
He will forever be a Wetpups old boy, and we will never forget him.
Thank you all for the support. The WPPS family truly is a special one! We will continue to monitor the boys; they will all deal with grief
differently, in their own way, and in their own time. If you have concerns, please let us know. Any boys, staff or parents who would
like to add messages to the memory box going to the Cookes, please send these through to either office by Thursday next week.
I would especially like to thank the Grade 1 boys – “Team Samuel” – for their incredible love, kindness, respect and friendship. They
have been amazing!
Our thoughts and prayers go to the Cooke family. They have walked a long and difficult journey, one which will continue to be difficult.
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Independent
Examination Board
IEB has recently embarked on a
Primary Schools Initiative (PSI),
which aims to improve teaching
and assessment practices in
primary schools. WPPS has joined
this exciting initiative as we
continually strive to improve what
we do, and be at the forefront of
local and global trends. Through
the PSI, we will have access to a
variety of assessment and benchmarking tools.
We are delighted to share with
you that we are bench-marking
Grades 3 and 6 this year. These
assessments provide a tool to
validate our standards externally.
With support from IEB, strengths
and weaknesses will be identified
to guide our ongoing academic
development, and ensure that we
are educating our boys in line with
best practice.

Chaplain’s Corner

Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain
wisdom in the future.
Proverbs 19:20
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Thursdays from 07:45 – 08:30 in Eden Rd Staff Room
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
Wednesday Chapel Services
All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.

SECOND-HAND ROSE COLLECTION!
The Second-Hand Rose sale will take place on Friday, 28 August.
The aim of this WPPS fundraiser is to sell good quality secondhand items at a discounted price. All proceeds from the sale will
go towards raising funds for our school.
This is a good opportunity to de-clutter your kitchens, bedrooms
and garages of any items that are in usable condition.

Welcome to Mrs Jade Davies who has taken over from
Mrs Susanna James in Grade 2.

Drop off points:

Eden Road - DJ’s office

Newlands Road – Neville’s office

Thought for the Week
Good character... is not given to us. We have to build it piece by
piece - by thought, choice, courage and determination.
John Luther

We would be most grateful if you could send in:

Old/previously loved clothes

Accessories – shoes etc

Children’s wear

Tablecloths

Sheets, pillows, pillowcases, duvet covers, duvet inners,
quilts and blankets

Towels

Working appliances

Crockery, cutlery and other kitchen items

Any queries please contact Caron Perrott 021 7618074 or email
marketing@wpps.org.za
Many thanks
The WPPS Fundraising Committee
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Club Electron

One-to-One 2015

A reminder for new beginners to enrol for the Club Electron
Robotics class starting on Tuesdays from 15:30 to 16:30. If your
son is interested go to www.ClubElectron.net or for more info
contact jeanine@ClubElectron.net

Eden Road Notes
AFTERCARE
Please arrange regular bookings for Aftercare for Term 3 with
DJ (new term/new lists). Casual daily requests can be emailed to
her early in the morning or you can call the direct line
(021)7975201 to Aftercare after 12:45 .
GENERAL
Please collect boys punctually from their activities. Anyone
waiting around will be sent to Aftercare.
Please note that we are doing sandwiches for U-turn on
Wednesdays.
REMINDERS
Thurs 30 Grade R Bicycle Day
Grade N Monty’s Midnight Feast
Fri 31
One-to-One Civvies Day
Grade N Pyjama Day

As many of you know, The Good Hope Centre is no longer
available to host this magical event for the intellectually
disabled of our community. As the venue is still uncertain, we
have decided that we will not take part on the day this year.
Our school has been involved for over 20 years and enjoyed a
wonderful association with the organisers during this time.
Our One-to-One Civvies’ day collection will still go ahead, but
with a more specific item request. The Grade 7 boys will sort
and deliver the gifts to homes linked to the actual ONE-TOONE day.
List of gifts that can be donated:

Beanies

Scarves

Gloves

Socks

Blankets

Soft toys (don’t need to be new, but not too loved)

Toothbrushes

Toothpaste

Plastic cups

Soap

Face cloths

Deodorant

Shampoo

Bubble bath/shower gel

Brushes
Hopefully, there will be a new, permanent home for the event
in 2016 and we will be back alongside the friends we have
made over the years.

Storm Lanfear followed up on his WP success at
Downhill Mountain Biking by taking the SA
Championship title in his age division in
Stellenbosch last Sunday. As the 2015 SA DHI Champion
(the official term) he is awarded the National Champion
jersey to wear for the year.
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Catechism
Catechism classes will resume next week. Our catechists look
forward to welcoming your sons back to an exciting second
semester.
Our Grade 3 boys will be making their First Reconciliation in
September, and the Grade 4s will be preparing for their First
Holy Communion in November.

Second-Hand Shop News
The Second-Hand Shop is located on the Newlands Road Campus
and has an excellent selection of second-hand school uniforms
(including blazers), sports gear, bags and essentials.
We are currently looking for any items of winter uniform or
winter sport kit. If you have any items you would like to donate,
they may be dropped off at either the Newlands or Eden Road
offices.
All funds raised from the Second-Hand Shop go towards our
Bursary Fund.
Trading times:

Mondays: by appointment
Fridays: 13:00 to 14:00

Contact Linda Daniel 0845851666 or linda@cradleoflife.com

Joseph Oelz (9 years old) in car 63, leads the top six in
the Maxterino Class, to win the race of the day, placing
him fourth in South Africa after Round 2.

Music Lessons
Music lesson times will be changing for the second semester so
that boys do not have to miss the same subject for the whole
year.
We have tried to move as many times as possible, but due to
timetable constraints some have stayed the same. We will be
switching to the new timetable from next week.

Recycled Materials for the Art Room
We are looking for donations of recycled materials for the Art
Room.
We need elastic bands, sosatie sticks, toothpicks, toilet rolls,
straws and bottle tops.
Donations can be dropped off in the Art Room.
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