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From the Headmaster’s Desk
We seem to have had a very good start to the year. Our boys and
staff have been continuously encouraged to "choose their attitude" in everything that they do in and around school. We will be
unpacking this theme for the term during our Monday assemblies
over the next few weeks.
We would like to welcome all our new parents, boys and staff
members who have joined the WPPS family this year. We hope
that you have a fruitful and productive time at the school.
Our new staff members include the following:
Chris Porter
Operations Manager
Georgette Rautenbach Grade R
Jess McCulloch
Marketing
Merlain Yeo
Maternity post for Jade Davies (Grade 2)
Tim Gordon
Student Teacher
Bayanda Mbmabo
Student Teacher
Bryan Punt
Student Teacher
Nicole van der Valk
Student Teacher (Grade 1)
Justin Christians has changed jobs within the school, moving from
the kitchen to take up a post assisting Thomas Adams with the IT
at the school.
As we begin 2017, there are several things we have changed.
Firstly, the Grades 6 and 7 boys have been split into Grade Groups
where one teacher looks after about ten boys. Furthermore, we
have taken the classrooms away from the boys and given these
spaces to the teachers. Each classroom now belongs to a teacher
(and subject). The boys go to that room when being taught by
that particular teacher. This means that the rooms will be better
looked after and the teachers will be able to make them educationally vibrant with their subject specific resources.
What were the old Grade 7 classrooms, have been painted and
redecorated during the Christmas break. The old lockers have
been taken out and new ones have been made up for the new
Grade Groups. Furthermore, all the desks have now been redone
and made more functional. These classrooms are now far lighter
and brighter, and more conducive learning environments.
We also are pleased to announce that we have reinstituted societies. These will take place between 13:15 and 14:15 on Friday
afternoons. Consequently, the day will end at 14:15 instead of at
13:15 on Fridays for all Grades 3 to 7 boys. This societies slot
means that the boys are exposed to hobbies and activities that
would be of interest to them. In our quest to unlock each boy's
potential, we are hoping to ignite a passion through these different activities that could result in a lifelong interest, hobby or passion.

with the boys not being able to settle quickly into an academic
routine. This year, we have changed this to ensure that athletics
and swimming was done in the afternoons during the usual sport
slot, which has proven to be much better for the start of the year
and, specifically, for our academics at WPPS.
In Grades 6 and 7 we have further introduced an elective period
once a week where all boys who do music in private tuition can be
taken at the same time. This means that there is less disruption to
the other classes owing to boys going out to do music, and the
boys do not miss subjects that they may well like. In the past,
many of the teachers were worried about the amount that the
music boys were missing of their specific lessons. By doing this,
we are trying to limit this type of clash.
Cape Town is currently facing a very worrying water crisis and we
at WPPS are trying to assist as best we can to alleviate the
problem. We have taken the decision to sink another borehole on
the Eden Road Campus to add to the one that is already operational on the Newlands Road Campus. This should be operational
in the next six weeks. We have also applied to the City Council for
the necessary exemptions. Accordingly, we are allowed to water
gardens between 08:00 and 10:00 only on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays. However, we will only irrigate when absolutely necessary, so as to try to conserve as much water as possible.
Furthermore, we are looking into purchasing covers for our pools
to mitigate against evaporation. We will be obtaining signage that
we will put up around the school informing people of the fact that
a great deal of our watering is provided by borehole water.
All these new measures have been put in place to ensure that we
have a better functioning and running school. We will continue to
seek ways to enhance the teaching and learning at WPPS so that
our boys derive optimal benefit from their education. As we engage further with our strategic planning, more measures may well
be put in place in the months and years to come to assist us in
making WPPS the best school it can be for our boys.
Family News
We were devastated to hear that Andrew and Samantha Laing
(Blake is in Grade 1F and grandson of Karen Jenkins the
Headmaster's PA) experienced a very frightening incident when
they had to evacuate their house in Vredehoek to get away from
the horrific fire on Monday night. The roof of their house was
badly burnt in the blaze. While the firemen were able to save the
rest of the house, they had to use a great deal of water, which
destroyed a large percentage of their possessions. Please keep
them in your thoughts at this stage. If you feel moved to assist in
any way, email Juliana Dreyer dreyer@wpps.org.za who will help
you with this.

In the past, we begin the new year with our doing standards for
athletics and swimming, which took place during the academic
day in our first week. We believe that this was detrimental to the
academic programme, and that it disrupted the start of the year
celebrating life and learning
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We are looking for parents to volunteer their help as Fun Night
Reps, in helping us to organise their grades stalls/ activities.
If you can help, please let Jessica McCulloch know by
email mcculloch@wpps.org.za by Wednesday, 25 January. We
appreciate all your help. It is the one of the events that the boys
count the sleeps for each year, and all proceeds go towards
making Wetpups a better place to be.

Pathway Fundraising Campaign
Have you bought a plaque for your son/s yet? It's not too late.
These plaques can be found on the pathway that links the Eden
Road and the Newlands Road Campuses via the tunnel. Each displays the boy’s name and the year he leaves WPPS. Such a lovely
way for your son to leave his mark!
All money raised from this campaign will support
the Centenary Foundation Trust, which will make a significant
contribution to every aspect of the school’s future. Furthermore,
the Trust has Section 18A status as a Public Benefit Organisation,
so donors may request a Section 18A certificate.
If you would like to know more, please contact Caron Perrott via
email marketing@wpps.org.za or call 021 761 8074.

Grade 7s signing their Creed

Eden Road Notes
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS
All activities begin 23 January. NO CAP, NO PLAY! Please remember to apply sunscreen.
GENERAL
Remember to greet and use the path when walking in and out of
the school.
GRADES N - 2 SPORTS DAY
This event takes place Friday, 17 March, from 08:30 - 10:30. Boys
are to wear their sports kit & house T-shirt. Please remember to
apply sunscreen.
AFTERCARE
Please let DJ know whether your son is going to Aftercare by 12:30
on 021 674 1455. After 12:30, the Aftercare direct line is
0814976347, please diarise. Remember to alert DJ if you are running late and your son must go to Aftercare.
ABSENTEES
Please call the office by 09:00 to report your son's absence on
021 674 1455 or email jacobs@wpps.org.za

Thought for the Week
“Nothing is quite as important as you think it is while you’re
thinking about it.”
Happiness By Design” by Paul Dolan (2014)
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Grades 6 & 7 Elevate Workshop
Our senior boys enjoyed a practical and interactive study skills
session run by Elevate Education.
The Grade 6 boys enjoyed their Kick Start programme, which
focused on dynamic reading, trigger words, note taking and mind
maps. The Grade 7 boys covered Time Management including
creating a study schedule, prioritising tasks and implementing the
plan.

Joseph Oelz won the 2016 Maxterino Karting
Championship and was awarded his Western Province
Junior Colours by Motorsport South Africa.

Swimming Captain for 2017—Michael Richardson
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Christmas Gift Collection Thank You
Thanks to you and your team for
the lovely coffee mugs filled with
goodies for all staff associated with
the emergency department. This
gesture was much appreciated. Staff members were delighted
and many came to say thank
you. What I appreciated is that it
was inclusive of security, porters
and housekeeping.
Thanks also to the boys who handed out the gifts.
We also appreciate the supply of
toys that keeps coming via Lyn. It
is great to be able to give out a toy
during unpleasant procedures or to
the children who are really under
privileged.
Have a peaceful festive season.
Kind regards
Colleen Ord
Operations Manager, Emergency
Department, Victoria Hospital.
Thank you for the wonderful gift bags for our little patients. You
certainly brightened up their day!
Thanks also for the lovely coffee mugs filled with
goodies…staff delighted to be remembered at this time…much
appreciated.
Thanks to the boys who handed out the gifts. We look forward to
welcoming them again in the new year to our ward.
Have a blessed Christmas and wonderful new year!
Warmest regards
Sr Motale and Staff
Victoria Hospital Children’s Ward

celebrating life and learning

