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From the Headmaster’s Desk
As everyone is aware, our theme for this term is “Choose your
attitude”. We are encouraging our boys to develop a positive attitude to all that they do, so that they are able to be the best they
can be. I am finding in my own life that this is not always easy as
things do not always go according to plan. However, I believe that
we should be encouraging our boys to develop a good attitude as
it is one’s attitude, that largely determines success in life.
A positive attitude incorporates such aspects as the development
of an “I can” approach to obstacles that we may encounter. It also
requires us to acknowledge that “If it’s going to be, then it is up to
me”. We need to become proactive in all that we do instead of
waiting for things to buffet us and determine our path in life. A
positive attitude means that we work tirelessly on the four Ds in
order to realise our dreams and goals; these include discipline,
determination, drive and desire. Having a positive attitude means
that we have resilience in all that we do. If we fail, we get up from
our failure and try again showing perseverance and grit. We need
always to work to do things properly, or rather not do them at all.
All of this assists each one of us to be the best we can be. This is
the type of attitude that we need to grow and develop in our boys
so that they can become successful and awesome in the future.
A person who is successful in life combines aptitude and skill with
attitude. Being successful, however, does not always mean making
a significant impact on the world. A person can be very successful
in life and yet this success can often be focused on
self-glorification and the advancement of the individual to the
exclusion of those around him/her. This is best illustrated in the
following exercise. Try and answer the following questions, which
were set up by Charles Shultz.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Name the five wealthiest people in South Africa.
Name the last five winners of the Miss South Africa contest.
Name five people who have won the Nobel Peace Prize.
Name the last four Oscar winners for best actor and actress.
Name the last five winners of the Soccer World Cup.

Easier? The Lesson: The people who make a difference in your life
and who are really significant are not the ones with the most
credentials, the most money, or the most awards. They are the
ones who care, inspire, empower and engage meaningfully with
you and who have, through what they have done and said
changed you significantly.
What does this mean for WPPS and the education that we offer
here? For me, it means that we need to ensure that we not only
awaken our boys’ potential and develop positive attitudes within
them, but that most importantly, we need to instil the correct
values so that they are able to make a significant impact on the
lives of those they encounter and on the world. The legacy that
they will then leave on the world will be so much greater and
more enduring. For this reason, the concentration on our values of
respect, integrity, courage, compassion, humility and
accountability is so important. Let us develop our boys’ attitudes
but never forget the importance of instilling our values. If we can
get these three aspects (skills, attitude and values) right, we will
have achieved our goal of inspiring and empowering significant
solutionaries for our future.
In order to assist us in this emphasis on our values, we have decided to institute a IUSTA TENETE Certificate Award. This award will
be nominated by staff and boys.
The award will go to boys who go beyond the call of duty in terms
of living out our school values; for example, a boy who reaches
out to those who are vulnerable. The award will be presented at
our Monday Assembly.
These awards will be featured in our weekly newsletters. In doing
this, we aim to recognise and acknowledge those boys who make
a significant difference to those around them and the world.
SIMON WEAVER

How did you do? The point is, none of us remembers the
headliners of yesterday. These are no second-rate achievers. They
are the best in their fields. But the applause dies. Awards tarnish.
Achievements are forgotten. Accolades and certificates are buried
with their owners. Here are another few questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

List four teachers who aided your journey through school.
Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult
time.
Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile.
Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated
and special.
Name three people who have believed in you and inspired
you.
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Grade 7C (SB) making sandwiches as a
team
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Max Mouthguards will be coming to WPPS on Friday, 10 February,
at 14:30 to size boys who are interested in purchasing a mouth
guard.
You have to register and make an online payment before been
sized up. Please visit their website shop, maxmouthguards.co.za or
contact Desiree (Desiree@maxmouthguards.co.za) should you
have any questions.

Thought for the Week
Funda Nathi (Learn with Us)
Molo mhlobo wam!
Unjani namhlanje?
Ndiphilile enkosi.
Sobonana ‘msinya.
Kulungile!

Hello my friend!
How are you today?
I am fine thank you.
We’ll see each other soon.
Alright!

"The only thing that is the end of the world is the end of the
world, and so you get knocked down, you brush yourself off and
you get back to work.”
Former President Barack Obama at his final White House press
conference, 18 January 2017

Thank You
I would like to convey my sincere thanks to all the moms who
helped cover textbooks this week. Your hard work and time is
much appreciated.
Joscelyn Davie

Eden Road Notes
EDEN ROAD CAMPUS PARKING
Parking is for staff only. You will only be permitted to drive in if
you are collecting a sick child.

Grade 7B (LH) Hot chocolate fun and a
bit of lateral thinking.

GRADES N - 2 SPORTS DAY
This event takes place on Friday, 17 March, from 08:30 - 10:30.
Grades N and R are to wear their Wetpups T-shirts and Grades 1
and 2 boys to wear their blue Quantec shorts & house T-shirt.
Please remember to apply sunscreen and wear a cap.
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS
NO CAP, NO PLAY! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless of the weather.
GENERAL
Remember to greet and use the path when walking in and out of
the school.
Absentees: Please call the office by 09:00 to report your son's
absence on 021 674 1455 or email jacobs@wpps.org.za
REMINDERS
Mon 6
Grade 1 Library and Hot Chocolate Morning
Wed 8
Grade R Library and Hot Chocolate Morning
Hearing Screening
Thurs 9
Hearing Screening
Fri 10
Stump Cricket

Grade 1 Old Boy Dads chatting to the
class about their days at Wetpups
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