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From the Headmaster’s Desk
As we get to the end of a very eventful year at WPPS, we say
goodbye to our boys in Grade 7. I spoke to them at our
Leavers’ Dinner on Saturday. This is a shortened version of what I
shared with them.
We have now come to the end of your time here at Wetpups and
you will all be going on to high schools in 2017. You boys, as a
Grade 7 group, have been outstanding. I have been very privileged
to have you as my first group of Grade 7s at this school, and your
successes has made my year such a positive and memorable one.
On the academic front, our boys excelled in the writing of scholarships and they did very well in their high school entrance tests.
They will be remembered as a group for having some of the best
rugby results in the history of the school, with the U13A side losing only two matches and winning the SACS 7s tournament. The
water polo team did exceptionally well and was the runner-up in
the SACS tournament. On the cultural side, this group of boys was
also very strong, this was evident in the number of music scholarships they were awarded and the brilliant results they achieved in
the music exams. The school play Aladdin was superb, which once
again highlighted the talent of this group. Our Grade 7s of 2016
have really done us proud. All of this points to us having had a
very good year with you boys at the helm and, as such, we are
really going to miss you.

Sabina Tamboer and her husband were special
guests at Leavers’ Dinner. Sabina retires at the end
of this year after 38 years of service to WPPS.

You may have noticed that our theme for this year has been
awakening possibility. We trust that while you have been at
Wetpups you have been able, with the help of the school, to find,
unlock and maximise your God-given talents. We also hope that
you will have learned the importance of having a good attitude
and respecting everyone around you regardless of age, sex, race,
religion, culture and appearance. To be successful in life is easy, in
that you can do what you are good at, but to become significant
requires you to be successful with the most important additions of
the values and principles like respect, integrity, courage and
compassion, humility and accountability.
You are at that stage of life when you need to start thinking about
your ultimate goals and dreams. Prep school is about trying to find
what you are good at, while senior school is about developing and
then setting out to achieve your dreams. Malcolm Gladwell in his
bestselling book Outliers points out that those people who are
successful in life are those who spend 10 000 hours doing and
practising their skill. That translates to about three hours a day for
ten years. So, the time to start dreaming is now so that you can
start honing your skills and Interests. As Swami Vivekananda says,
“Take up one idea. Make that one idea your life – think of it, live
on that idea. Let the brain, muscles, nerves, every part of your
body, be full of that idea, and just leave every other idea alone.
This is the way to success.”
It is easy to dream, what is far more difficult is to make your
dreams a reality. Making your dreams come true takes an awful
amount of hard work.

Outreach
Thank you so much for your support and involvement during
2016. It is a difficult time for many people and, once again, our
wonderful Wetpups family has made every effort to help in so
many ways.
Next year, we hope to build more meaningful and long-lasting
relationships. It is important for our boys not just to give, but to
interact and see what is going on around them. This is when real
empathy will develop, and in this way we can grow the future
solutionaries for our planet.
If any Grades 6 or 7 boys are free to help deliver some gifts to
Victoria Hospital in the second week of the holidays, please
contact Catherine Sellier, sellier@wpps.org.za.
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cont/d…
However, I would encourage you to keep your eyes on your goal
and keep working towards it. The one thing that you do not want
is to end up at the end of your life wishing that you had followed
your dream. In order to realise your dream you need to first of all
have a dream; then you need to work with the 4 Ds: desire,
discipline, dedication and drive.

Grade 7 Leavers’
Dinner

As you go about reaching your goals and realising your dreams,
you will find that there are several dream killers. Firstly, other
people kill our dreams by telling us that we can’t do it because we
don’t have the talent or that it is too difficult. You will find that
there will be many who will try to give you advice about how you
can’t achieve your dreams. You need to stick resolutely to your
goals and keep working systematically towards them regardless of
the dream killing you encounter. The second aspect, which kills
dreams, is failure. When we fail to achieve our goals, we often
then give up on our dream. How sad. You need to learn to pick
you self up and try again.
The other very important aspect to keep in mind when dealing
with dream killers, failure and other peoples’ negativity, is
persistence. We need to learn to persevere. We have just had the
American Presidential election, and this reminds us the life story
of Abraham Lincoln - one of the greatest American Presidents.
Born into poverty, Lincoln was faced with defeat throughout his
life. He lost eight elections, twice failed in business and suffered a
nervous breakdown.
Most people dealing with these types of setbacks would have
given up on their dreams. Abraham Lincoln persevered and acted
with a great deal of courage, drive, determination, discipline and
desire to eventually realise his dream of leading the United States
of America.
I urge you to follow you dreams, persevere, take risks and don’t
give up on your dreams. You will need to work hard to make your
dreams reality. Here are some wise words of wisdom for you from
Lloyd George who points out: “Don’t be afraid to take a big step if
one is indicated. You can’t cross a chasm in two small jumps. Risk
and reward travel side by side. Avoid one, and the other will also
pass you by.” The time is now – so start dreaming and make your
dreams a reality. As Joel Barker said: “Dreaming without
action is merely a dream. Action without dreaming just passes the
time. Dreaming with action can change the world."
We will be following your progress with a great deal of interest,
and hope to see you accomplishing your dreams in the future.
Harriet Tubman has said “Every great dream begins with a
dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the strength, the
patience, and the passion to reach for the stars to change the
world.”
All that remains is to thank everyone for a wonderful year, and I
wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.
SIMON WEAVER

Thought for the Week
"It's never wrong to do the right thing.”
American novelist, journalist and humorist Mark Twain (18351910)
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