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Why we should be positive about
Afrikaans
I was fortunate to work with Riette Hugo, former HOD at Bishops
and Herschel, moderator for Afrikaans First Additional Language
and examiner of National Senior Certificate.
Her response to the question, which has plagued parents with
regards to whether their children should learn Afrikaans, isiXhosa
or French at primary school level, is as follows:
“Afrikaans is a good choice at a young age, as it is a relatively
simple language with many similar words to English. With a slight
change of accent you can say ‘my hand is vol ink’ and understand
it immediately as my hand is full of ink. The reason for this is that
both English and Afrikaans have Germanic roots. Although the
Modern English has incorporated many French and Latin terms,
there are still many words originating from a common ancestor”.

The approach we take at Wetpups has served our boys well. We
treat Afrikaans as our first additional language, as we know that
most of our boys will do it for matric. We do isiXhosa as a second
additional language so that the boys are exposed to an African
language, and still gives them the opportunity to take it in high
school. That is why we have six periods of Afrikaans per week and
four periods of isiXhosa.
Learn a language made in Africa by people from the Rainbow
nation.
Learn a language you can speak in Makwassie, Maritzburg and
Mpumalanga.
Learn a language that is wider than the Eastern Cape and Cape
Town and Central Africa.
Learn a language that reflects the beat of the African heart:
Learn Afrikaans. It's made in Africa.
LEEZA THERON

Where else would you be able to speak a language on the
southern tip of Africa and walk into Brussels and Amsterdam and
feel at home? Furthermore, due to the Dutch East India Company,
many diving instructors in Bali speak Afrikaans quite fluently.
The trick, however, is that parents should be positive about any
language and not burden a child with political baggage too early in
his or her life.
Simon Weaver commented on the language issue and his take on
this is:

We feel that as we live in South Africa our boys should be
exposed to speaking at least one other South African language apart from English and Afrikaans.

Afrikaans is a better resourced and accommodated language
in many high schools.

IsiXhosa and isiZulu are considered to be very difficult languages to do at matric level, and boys generally do better in
Afrikaans.

The boys who take an African language for matric are often
first language speakers.

In most English speaking high schools, currently 90% of the
children take Afrikaans for matric as a first additional language option.

If we give boys a choice we land up with some classes with
very few boys in them so that it is difficult to timetable and to
staff.

In some schools boys have been given the same amount of
time for both an African language and Afrikaans so that the
boys can then make a choice in high school. However, to do
this and give the amount of time to each language requires a
great chunk of time being taken out of the timetable to do
languages while other important subjects like Art and D&T
for example, suffer.
Some gifts bought in for Oneto-One
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All the boys doing ABRSM music exams will be playing two of
their pieces in the ABRSM Masterclasses next week in the Music
Department:
Grades 3-5:
Tuesday at 14:20
Grades 6-7:
Thursday at 16:15
These are small, intimate concerts where the music teachers will
give feedback to the boys. Parents are welcome to attend. The list
of boys and their venues is on the school's website.
The exams take place on 22, 23 and 24 August. Please encourage
your sons to practice their pieces, scales, and sight-reading
everyday.
ORFF MARIMBA WORKSHOP
The Grade 5 boys were fortunate to experience a marimba lesson
with Gerhard Van de Geer from Australia last week.

Eden Road Notes
AFTERCARE
Please update your Aftercare bookings with DJ. Termly updates
are required. There are still some Term 2 bookings listed that we
need to know whether to remove or not.
REMINDERS
Mon 7 Grade N Kirstenbosch Outing

Grade 3 Afrikaans sentence writing: Max
Sandri

Thought for the Week

One-to-One

“Joy does not simply happen to us. We have to choose joy and
keep choosing it every day.”

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our One-to-One
appeal. We will continue to collect until Wednesday, 16 August.

Dutch theologian Henri J. M. Nouwen (1932-1996)

We need to make up 3,500 gifts for this very special day.
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1st XI Hockey Tour to Natal Midlands
The U13A hockey team had the privilege of travelling to Kwa-Zulu
Natal to take part in a weekend of hockey, hosted by Hilton College
and Michaelhouse.
The first of three festivals was hosted by Hilton College on
the Friday. The format for the afternoon was to be Hockey 5’s; a
new and exciting version of the game that involves continuous
play, with the field boarded by a cushioned barrier. A player also
has the opportunity to shoot for goal from any position in the field.
The four games were a wonderful and exciting experience for our
chaps.
We then went on to our accommodation at the Ascot Inn, where
we were to stay for the duration of the tour. Saturday morning was
an early wake up as we made our way to Michaelhouse. This
festival offered us five competitive games, which included matches
on astro-turf and grass, in addition to two indoor fixtures. The boys
played exceptionally and were unbeaten on the day.
The final day was played at Hilton College. As they have recently
laid their second astro, we were fortunate to play all our games on
this surface. The boys enjoyed three wins and a draw, and
improved their play throughout the day.
I would like to congratulate all the boys on their commitment,
enthusiasm and effort during the three days of play. They gave of
their best and were wonderful ambassadors for Wetpups. We look
forward to the continued growth of this talented group of players.

Second-Hand Rose Collection
The Second-Hand Rose sale will be taking place this year on Friday,
25 August. The aim of this WPPS Fundraiser is to sell good, quality
second-hand items to the surrounding community at a discounted
price. All proceeds from the sale will go towards raising funds
for our school. Last year we raised approximately R30 000, which
went towards capital projects around the school.
This is an excellent opportunity to de-clutter your kitchens, bedrooms and garages of any items that are in usable condition.
We would be most grateful if you could send in:

Old/previously loved clothes

Accessories – shoes etc.

Children’s wear

Table cloths

Sheets, pillows, pillowcases, duvet covers, duvet inners, quilts
and blankets

Towels

Working appliances

Crockery, cutlery and other kitchen items
Drop off points:
Eden Road - DJ’s office
Newlands Road – Mr Porter’s office
Any queries please contact Caron Perrott 021 761 8074 or email
marketing@wpps.org.za
Many thanks
The WPPS Fundraising Committee
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Wetpups Pool Update
The remedial project kicked off in earnest during the holidays. The
building committee arranged for the pool water to be reused to fill
several pools across the Peninsula currently restricted from being
filled with potable water in terms of the CoCT Level 4b water
restrictions.
The bulk of the water was transported to Big Bay, Blouberg to fill
the brand new Virgin Active pool at the new Table Bay Mall
Regional Shopping Centre. The rest of the water was donated to
various Virgin Active pools for topping up and to a new residential
pool in Rondebosch. The water was donated by the school and the
cost of transport borne by Virgin Active.
Once repairs are finalised, the pool will be refilled using the two
new WPPS boreholes that have a very high quality of suitable
water!
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