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  All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers 
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Western Province Preparatory School 

21 August 2015 

Back to Boys 

Educating Hearts and Minds 

celebrating life and learning 

Thought for 

the Week 
 

“Speak when 
you are angry 

and you’ll make 
the best speech 

you’ll ever 
regret.” 

Laurence J Peter 
 

Dear Parents  

With our Headmaster away on school 
business, I am delighted to have the 
opportunity to write this on his behalf. 

It is that time of the year when we all 
eagerly await summer. It will soon be upon 
us, and the fourth term has a habit of 
flashing by. Some of our Grade 7s– who at 
the moment can’t wait to leave this “little” 
place– may be slightly sad, post exams and 
festivities to say goodbye to WPPS. The 
Grade 2s will be eagerly waiting to “cross 
the road” to what they now see as big 
school, and our current Grade 6 mentors 
will welcome them as their “buddies” next 
year, as the seniors of the school. 

It is with these thoughts that I write this 
newsletter. There is much happening in our 
boys’ lives and many things to look forward 
to. As they go about their day they do their 
academic work, play their music and sport 
and, hopefully, have some time to climb a 
tree. They invariably do all this in the 
company of others. Peers and friends for 
play (and sometimes fighting), family 
members who love and support and 
teachers who nourish minds and cultivate 
thought, are central to their days. 

As teachers in a boys’ school, we are acutely 
aware that boys thrive on the relational 
aspects of their engagements with others. In 
their book: Reaching Boys Teaching Boys, 
Richard Hawley and Michael Reichert 
explain their study commissioned by the 
International Boys’ School Coalition (whose 
conference was hosted by Cape Town boys’ 
schools, including WPPS in July). They found 
that when asked about an effective learning 
experience, boys diverted their answers 
from actually recounting the lesson to 
describing the teacher, and his or her 
personality traits. Humour, understanding a 
boy’s uniqueness, and a mastery of her 

subject, to name some, were popular 
amongst boys. They appreciate teachers 
with whom they can engage in a trusting 
and positive manner.  

This is at the forefront of our thoughts 
as we deal with boys every day. Try as 
we might, not every teacher will 
connect with every boy every day, but 

subject, to name some, were popular 
amongst boys. They appreciate teachers 
with whom they can engage in a trusting 
and positive manner.  

This is at the forefront of our thoughts as we 
deal with boys every day. Try as we may, not 
every teacher will connect with every boy 
every day, but you’d run out of fingers if you 
had to count the number of committed and 
caring teachers with whom your son comes 
into contact each day. There is someone 
with whom he can share his problems, fears, 
aspirations and successes at school. 
Sometimes small issues become big if they 
are allowed to fester until home-time. I 
continually ask boys to speak to a trusted 
adult at school, who will help them solve 
and overcome incidents of nastiness or 
disrespectful behaviour.  

The message of speaking up about 
unhappiness and incidents immediately, 
bears repeating at home. We have yet to 
encounter issues that are not virtually, 
immediately solvable when this is the case. 

Have a lovely (and hopefully sunny) 
weekend. 

Oliver Steynor 

 

Gr 7 Science Lesson 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/l/laurence_j_peter.html


2 | P a g e  

 

 

 
   

 

   

Chaplain’s Corner 
 

 
 
 
 

There is one whose rash words are like 

sword thrusts, but the tongue of the 
wise brings healing.  Proverbs 12:18 

 
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome 

 

Thursdays from 07:45 – 08:30 in Eden Rd Staff Room 
 

Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan 
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za  
 

Wednesday Chapel Services 
 

All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on 
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us. 
 

Back to Boys 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND-HAND ROSE COLLECTION! 
 

The Second-Hand Rose sale will take place on Friday, 28 August. 
The aim of this WPPS fundraiser is to sell good quality second-
hand items at a discounted price. All proceeds from the sale will 
go towards raising funds for our school.  
 

This is a good opportunity to de-clutter your kitchens, bedrooms 
and garages of any items that are in usable condition. 
  
We would be most grateful if you could send in: 

 Old/previously loved clothes 

 Accessories – shoes etc 

 Children’s wear 

 Tablecloths 

 Sheets, pillows, pillowcases, duvet covers, duvet inners, 
quilts and blankets 

 Towels 

 Working appliances 

 Crockery, cutlery and other kitchen items  
 

Drop off points: 

 Eden Road - DJ’s office 

 Newlands Road – Neville’s office 
 

Any queries please contact Caron Perrott 021 7618074 or email 
marketing@wpps.org.za 
 

Many thanks 
The WPPS Fundraising Committee 

 

 

Last Request for Stall Holders 
 

If you are interested in having a stall at the Christmas Market, 
please contact Amanda Rich amanda.rich@outlook.com 

 

EDEN RD NOTES 

 
AFTERCARE 
Please remember to sign your boys out when you 
collect them. This is essential for security reasons so 
that we know they are out of our care. If you 
don't, we have to sign for you and estimate the time 
he spent with us. 
Reminder - boys will be added to the list if not fetched 
from school on time.  
 
GENERAL 

Please note that we are doing sandwiches for U-turn 
on Wednesdays.  

 
LATE-COMERS 
Please note that if your son is late (7:40 or later), he will 
have to wait in DJ's office until the teachers have 
finished their morning phonics (until around 8:00). 

 
REMINDERS  
Fri 28  2

nd
 Hand Rose, ER Hall  

Park Rugby 

 

WPPS Second-Hand Shop 
 

Manager  
 

We are looking for someone to take on the running of the shop 
with immediate effect. 
 

The Second-Hand shop is the easiest way to source nearly new 
WPPS uniform items for your boys. It is open on Fridays 
from 12:30 to 13:30.  
 

We would like to thank Linda Daniels for having run the shop up 
until now. Her enthusiasm and support have been greatly 
appreciated. 
 

If you can help or would like to know more, please contact Caron 
Perrott via email - marketing@wpps.org.za or call the office on 
021 761 8074. 
 

 

mailto:jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
mailto:marketing@wpps.org.za
http://outlook.com/
mailto:marketing@wpps.org.za
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Inter-House Cross Country 
 
Our annual inter-house cross country will, once again, 
take place on the beautiful Klein Constantia Wine Farm 
on Saturday, 12 September.  
 
Please note:  
This is compulsory for all boys from Grades N–7.  
 

 

HOW TO BUILD A LIFE-SIZE RHINO –  
WATCH THIS SPACE! 
 

A number of our Grade 7 boys are building a life-size 
rhino for the Rhinos without Borders inter-school 
sculpture exhibition. Their Rhino will be displayed at 
V&A Waterfront on 22 September, in order to raise 
money for the fight against rhino poaching in South 
Africa. We are proud of these boys' initiative and their 
enthusiasm for this worthy cause. 
 
Help our boys and help save our rhinos by donating any of 
the following materials: 
 

         wire 

         chicken wire/wire mesh 

         green plastic bottles 

 
Donations can be dropped in collection bins, which will be 

placed throughout the Newlands Road Campus.  
 

ABRSM Practical Music Exams: 
 
The exams take place on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday next week. The timetable is in the 
cultural section of the school's website.  
 
The boys must excuse themselves from any 
activity that will be missed for the exam. It is also 
their responsibility to catch up the work. Boys 
should be practising all their pieces and scales 
every day leading up to the exams.  

 

WPPS SPORTS WEBSITE 
 
We are aware of issues regarding the WPPS Sports 
website and are attending to this in order to make it 
more user-friendly. We hope to have more feedback for 
you in the next few weeks. 
 
In the interim, we have installed an 'Electronic 
Noticeboard' located in the Grades 4/5 passageway, 
which will allow your son to view the sports fixtures list 
and weekly team sheets. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any suggestions – 
my email address is hughes@wpps.org.za 
 
Andrew Hughes 

 

Back to Boys 
 

mailto:hughes@wpps.org.za
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Thank you to the Grades 6 and 7 boys 
who gave of their time last Saturday to 
make up almost 600 gift packages from 
your kind donations to this very worthy 
cause. These have been delivered to:  

 Maitland Cottage Hospital 

 Glenbridge Special School 

 Bel Porto School 

 Glendale Home for mentally challenged adults 

 Woodside Special Care Centre  

 Elundini School in Dunoon 

 Home from Home 

 It has been a truly humbling experience. 
 

Back to Boys 
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An extract from Gareth Tate’s address to the leavers of 2010: 

 
    Well done, chaps, we are proud of you all. Good luck for your exams. 
 
 
  

 
“I recently spoke to a SACS father, who is in fact the founder of the well-known film college, 
AFDA. He said that the world is changing and that we are at the forefront of the change; that 
our generation does not enjoy being put in a box but sees expression and change as the 
solution; that if anyone is able to innovate and change the world, whether big or small, that it 
is our generation. 
 
He proceeded to say that our pit-fall would be whether or not we maintain the moral 
principles and ethics that we have been taught at a young age. As liberal as he is, he 
strongly believes that whether it is 1880 or 2080, you cannot get through life without being 
able to respectfully interact with people and keep that high moral standard that Wetpups has 
shown us- to not think of yourself as better than anyone else but rather to put those around 
you before yourself. 
 
We are now entering a new phase of our life. We will be experiencing change and 
embracing it. We will be forced outside of our comfort zones and no matter how tough times 
may get we should attack every situation with the famous - Iusta Tenete. Hold fast to what 
you know to be right, hold fast to what you know to be true.” 

Back to Boys 
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The WPPS team 
which won the 
Pentangular at 

Western Province 
Cricket Club. 


