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From the Headmaster’s Desk
I found it very interesting that the founding of Wetpups was
inspired by the chance meeting of Geoffrey Stansbury with Sir
Percy Fitzpatrick in Dorset, England in 1912. Mr Stansbury
dreamed of founding a school and at the time things in England
were very unsettled. It was Sir Percy Fitzpatrick who convinced Mr
Stansbury to come out to South Africa to start a prep school. He
also assisted him by introducing him to people who were able to
help him with this huge undertaking.

Exciting News!
Our General Knowledge team has qualified for the final round of
the Inter-Schools Quiz to take place in October. WPPS is one of
eight schools to qualify. Congratulations boys, we are proud of
you!

Sir Percy Fitzpatrick is famous for many things, but the one for
which we all know him for is that he wrote the book Jock of the
Bushveld. This was a book about a dog that he owned while he
was a transporter and hunter in the Kruger National Park area in
the early years of his adult life in the 1880s.
During the holidays, I decided that I should read his book as he
had inspired the founding of our school. I find it fascinating that
our nickname as a school is Wetpups, and a man who inspired our
founder to start the school wrote a book about a plucky little dog
called Jock.
As the story goes, Jock was a little Staffie who was the obvious
runt of the litter. He was small and ugly compared to his siblings
and yet Percy Fitzpatrick was taken by him and wanted him
specifically despite having been offered the more robust and
better looking puppies of the litter. Jock proved to be an
outstanding dog. The stories told about him speak of his bravery,
courage, loyalty, discipline, perseverance, grit, focus, tenacity and
character. He fought against baboons, other dogs, lions and crocodiles while assisting his master with his hunting. Everything he did
he did being present and totally focused on the task at hand. He
did things properly and not in a half-hearted manner. He was the
ultimate Wetpup!
As I said to the boys at our first assembly this term, WPPS is much
like Jock in that we are the smallest of the schools in the Southern
Suburbs. However, as a school, we show all the characteristics of
Jock in our inter-schools competitions. Often we are up against it
on the rugby field and yet we play with tenacity and grit and we
always give of our very best. As Wetpups we need to take on the
character of the plucky little staffie called Jock and should all
become "Jocks". Let us take on the spirit of this little dog and be
proud to be Wetpups.
SIMON WEAVER

Thought for the Week
“A kind word is like a spring day.”
Russian proverb

Traffic at Wetpups
In order to alleviate the congestion of traffic on Eyton Road outside Gate 2 during pick-up and drop-off times, we have decided
the following:
 Eyton Road should be used as a one-way travelling east from
Newlands Road to Linda Road.
 Grades 4, 5 and 6 boys should be dropped off and picked up
at Gate 2 in Eyton Road.
 Linda Road should be used as a one-way travelling north from
Eyton Road to Riviera Road.
 Grade 7 boys should be dropped-off and picked up at Gate 5
in Linda Road.
 Riviera Road should be used as a one-way travelling west
from Linda Road to Newlands Road.
 Grade 3 boys should be dropped-off and picked up at Gate 7
in Riviera Road.
If we all operate using these roads as one ways and we drop-off
and pick-up the boys at the respective gates then the congestion
around the school will ease a great deal making this far more bearable for all.
Furthermore, we request that parents respect and adhere to the
road signage so that our Wetpups neighbours are not disadvantaged in any way.
We get many calls from our neighbours complaining about cars
being parked in front of driveways and blocking entrances. We
ask that we all act with respect and consideration when driving
around the school and parking in the vicinity.
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The collecting, sorting and packing have been done. Now all we
can do is pray for the weather to play its part. We look forward to
making Sunday a magical day for some very special people.
Thank you for all your support.

Douglas Murray Field
We have been asked many questions about the Douglas Murray
Field which is located next to Herschel Prep school in Ripelby
Road.
WPPS currently holds the lease of this field from the City of Cape
Town, which is due to expire in 2028. We allow Claremont High to
use the field for their practices and for their PE lessons when we
do not require the field. Herschel uses the field for parking at various times through the year. WPPS is obliged to maintain the property and allowed to develop it as we see fit.
This field is a very important facility for our school as it is a much
needed space for our sports programme.
We hope this clears up any questions you may have about it.

Eden Road Notes
NOTICE TO ALL PARENTS
When collecting your son early for an emergency appointment, as
arranged with your son’s teacher, kindly report to the office.
Please do not go directly into the classroom during teaching time.
This is a snippet from the Eden Road A-Z, parents are advised to
refer: http://wpps.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/EdenRoad-Campus-A-Z-2.pdf
ABSENTEEISM
Any boy who arrives late must report to the office. If your son is
absent, kindly inform the office by 08:00. If he has been off school
for three days or more, you need to provide a doctor’s certificate.
Please contact DJ on jacobs@wpps.org.za or call 021 674 1455.
Please note that the Headmaster must be timeously notified via
email of any leave of absence, leave to attend a family function or
to miss a compulsory school event etc. Such leave of absence is
viewed seriously and should only be requested in exceptional
circumstances.
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ABRSM Music Exams
These exams take place at school next week. Please encourage
your son to practise his pieces and scales every day leading up to
the exam. We also recommend that boys perform their pieces for
their families at home to help them get used to the exam
pressure. Boys must bring their instrument and music to school on
the day of the exam.
The exam timetable is on the school's website.

Second-Hand Rose Collection
The Second-Hand Rose sale will be taking place this year on Friday,
25 August. The aim of this WPPS fundraiser is to sell good, quality
second-hand items to the surrounding community at a discounted
price. All proceeds from the sale will go towards raising funds
for our school. Last year we raised approximately R30 000, which
went towards capital projects around the school.
This is an excellent opportunity to de-clutter your kitchens, bedrooms and garages of any items that are in usable condition.
We would be most grateful if you could send in:

Old/previously loved clothes

Accessories – shoes etc.

Children’s wear

Table cloths

Sheets, pillows, pillowcases, duvet covers, duvet inners, quilts
and blankets

Towels

Working appliances

Crockery, cutlery and other kitchen items
Drop off points:
Eden Road - DJ’s office
Newlands Road – Mr Porter’s office

Grade 4 Outing to Artscape to watch
Vlooi

Any queries please contact Caron Perrott 021 761 8074 or email
marketing@wpps.org.za
Many thanks
The WPPS Fundraising Committee
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Grade NC watching
a Rain Frog
munching on a snail

Grade NC
Kirstenbosch
Outing

Grade NC Pyjama Day
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