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From the Headmaster’s Desk
I hope that you had a great Easter holiday, and that you have come back to school revived, refreshed and ready to
face the new term.
On Monday this week, the staff, some parents and members of the Board looked at a very important process of
envisioning the future of education at WPPS. We were exposed to the thinking of
different educationalists and contemplated the future of education in a world that is changing enormously as we
move forward. I believe that Zoe Weil’s thoughts beautifully articulate and encapsulate what I believe we should be
doing in education in terms of our boys making a meaningful difference in the world. I have taken material from
her website, several interviews and her writing to share the main ideas with you. I believe that they have
implications for our strategic planning process at WPPS. It would be great to have some feedback.
“While there are many ways in which humanity is becoming less violent, less prejudiced, and less cruel, the reality of
a warming planet with over 7 billion people and limited resources means we face potential economic, social, and
environmental catastrophes. We are confronted with climate change, growing extinction rates, economic
instability, a looming energy crisis, human trafficking, slavery, poverty, and the oppression and abuse of women and
girls across the globe, to name just some. Yet few will have learned in school how to approach and solve such
systemic problems, and even though there are plenty of people already working on these and other issues, the
systems in place that perpetuate them are entrenched. We need to create better, sustainable, and restorative
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systems in a host of arenas from food production
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and transform dysfunctional, inhumane,
and destructive systems, but we’ll be hard-pressed to succeed if children in school continue to be taught under
centuries-old models, and if our grand purpose for schooling remains to “compete in the global economy”, which is
the buzz phrase of our time regarding education reform.

Joseph Oelz

School is exactly the place to grapple with global challenges and to explore multiple viewpoints and perspectives.
This is why humane education is so important, because one of its core goal is to foster critical and creative thinking,
without which our children are at the mercy of every sort of manipulation, group-think, and even simply
mainstream norms and habits that may be destructive and inhumane.
Of course our children need to become verbally, mathematically, and scientifically proficient, but these are
foundational tools, not endpoints. We believe that the goal of schooling in today’s world ought to be to provide all
students with the knowledge, tools, and motivation to be conscientious choice makers and engaged change makers
for a prosperous, healthy, just, and humane world for all people, animals, and the environment, or as we like to put
it: we need to graduate a generation of solutionaries.
A solutionary is someone who identifies inhumane, unsustainable, and exploitative systems and then develops
practical, effective, and visionary solutions, both large and small, to replace them with those that are restorative,
healthy, and just. Solutionaries bring their knowledge and skills to bear on pressing and entrenched challenges in an
effort to create positive changes for all people, animals and the earth.
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Humane education includes four elements:
1. Providing accurate information (so we have the knowledge to face challenges);
2. Fostering the 3Cs: curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking (so we have the tools to meet challenges);
3. Instilling the 3Rs: reverence, respect, and responsibility (so we have the motivation to confront
challenges);
4. Offering positive choices and tools for problem solving (so we will be able to solve challenges).
What if we all had the passion and skills to solve the most pressing challenges of our time and, through our daily
choices, work, and acts of citizenship, made choices that do the most good and least harm for ourselves, other
people, animals, and the earth? Imagine the world we would create.
Humane education not only instils the desire and capacity to live with compassion, integrity, and wisdom, but also
provides the knowledge and tools to put our values into action in meaningful, far-reaching ways so that we can
find solutions that work for all.
It’s time to make living ethically, sustainably, and peaceably on this planet the very purpose of education.”
I hope that this has given you some food for thought and I look forward to engaging with you on this important
topic. What do you think?

celebrating life and learning
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Chaplain’s Corner
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a
living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
1 Peter 1:3
Parents’ Prayer Group – All welcome
Wednesdays from 08:00 – 08:30 in the WPPS Chapel
Send prayer requests or get reminders to Kath Malan
jkmalan@webafrica.org.za
Wednesday Chapel Services
All parents are invited to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesdays in the Stansbury Hall at 07:40. Please join us.

Thought for the Week
“Happiness is mostly a by-product of doing what makes us feel
fulfilled.”
American paediatrician Dr Benjamin Spock (1903-1998)
Congratulations to Ms Lara Cameron-Dow (Grade 3)
who married Jendrik Heyn during the school holidays.
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Easter Egg Collection

Grade 1F
Wonderland

Thank you very much to everyone who contributed to our Easter
egg collection.
We delivered some to St John's Church. They distributed to the
children of inmates in Pollsmoor Prison and to members of their
community.
Kidz2kidz were very grateful to receive almost 3,000 eggs from
us.
Our friends at Huis Nuweland enjoy their treat and the
excitement on the faces of the reception children at Zerilda Park
Primary School in Lavender Hill had to be seen to be believed.
Our Wetpups family truly is a very special one!

Term 2 Sporting Commitments
I hope you had a good Easter break and that your son is ready
for his second term’s sporting commitments.
As mentioned previously with regard to selection, there may be
a few boys who will not be selected for their team of choice, and
who may feel discouraged. Please support us as coaches when
guiding your son through any emotional let-down he may
possibly face, and encourage him in the appropriate manner.
We aim for every boy at WPPS to represent the school at (or
about) his level.

Music Theory
Please note that the days have changed for this term:
Monday 14:30 – 15:10: Grade 4
Wednesday 14:30 – 15:10: Grade 5
Thursday 14:30 – 15:10: Grade 6
Grade 7 lessons will take place during lunch breaks.
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