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From the Headmaster’s Desk
I hope that everyone has had a restful and blessed Easter. These
past three weeks have been tumultuous for our country as our
leaders fight against each other. While we certainly live in
interesting times, this uncertainty makes us more focused on
ensuring that we do the best for our boys so that they are able to
become good future citizens, and can assist us in solving our problems and inspiring hope for future generations.
At the beginning of the year the staff looked at the Fish
Philosophy. This modern day parable identifies four different
aspects that are viewed as being beneficial for the success of an
organisation. Last term we delved into the first of the four,
“Choose your Attitude”. This term we will be focusing on the
second, which is “Play”. I have no doubt that we are going to have
a great deal of fun with this theme; after all it is often said that a
child’s work is his play. In terms of the theme influencing the boys,
we will be looking at ways that we can make their learning fun and
engaging - we all learn more effectively when we are having fun
and playing. What is important for the staff, is that we need to
enjoy our work and our colleagues in order to deliver the best for
the boys. It should be noted that happy people, who are playing
and having fun, treat others well and this leads to creativity. Work
becomes the reward in itself and not merely a way to a reward.
Let us learn to play and have fun in educating our boys!
This is also going to be an exciting time at Wetpups, as it is during
this term that we will be finalising our School Development Plan.
This will provide us with the framework to ensure that we awaken
potential, empower and inspire every boy to become a solutionary
for our tomorrow. Our final plans and targets will be discussed at
a very important meeting, to be held on Thursday, 4 May, at 17:00
in the Stansbury Hall. The teams representing each of the eight
strategic imperatives will be feeding their plans for the future back
to the community. We would encourage you to attend this
meeting and be part of the strategic planning process.
One of the eight strategic imperatives is the infrastructure of the
school and the development of a master plan. Due to the
importance of this aspect, the Board has taken the decision to set
up a subcommittee of the Board that will assist the school and the
Operations Manager deal with the building and maintenance at
Wetpups. It is headed up by Wade de Jager and includes several
parents who have been identified as experts in building and related professions. The committee has met and has already made
some very helpful suggestions in terms of some of our current
projects.
As the Wetpups community is aware, the water polo pool that
was commissioned and built two years ago, has not been working
optimally. When we have a large number of boys swimming, it is
very difficult to keep clean and it either goes green or becomes
very murky. Our resident geese are also a problem.

The subcommittee has been a huge help in assisting us to find a
solution to this problem. We have also obtained the expert advice
of one of our grandfathers, Richard Starke, who is a Water
Reticulation Engineer. We are confident that with all the help from
these experts we will be able to resolve these issues in the best
possible way.
During the holidays, a new borehole was drilled on the Eden Road
Campus. Once the pipes have been connected we will be watering
all our gardens and the field with borehole water, which we
believe, is a great step forward in terms of saving water.
I have been very concerned about the safety of the deck
overlooking the Mount Royal Field. This has led to us look at reworking that particular area so that it is safe and
functional. We have been assured that the deck is relatively safe
for the time being, however, we feel that it is important to sort it
out. Part of the problem with the area surrounding is that there
are two large gum trees growing over the deck. These gum trees
are menace as the roots have made the bank and the small
structure unstable. They are also trees that drink a great deal of
water. As such we are thinking of removing them and replacing
them with the same type of tree that is already in that avenue. We
are acutely aware that we should be replacing any tree we cut
down with others. We did this successfully on Eden Road where
we have planted a great number of trees after the building of
Getty Learning Centre. The subcommittee has been very busy in
giving us advice about this particular project. As soon as we have a
plan, we will be communicating it to you.
Wetpups has some very old buildings needing to maintained. One
of our ongoing issues over the past few years has been the leaking
that occurs in the Mount Royal Building. We have now commissioned a roofing expert to repair and rebuild those areas of the
roof that need attention so that we can stop all the leaks. Once
again our committee has been very involved in assisting us with
this project.
As you can see, we are indebted to the enormous amount of work
that the Building and Maintenance subcommittee has already
done. We believe that it will be a great asset to the school as we
move forward and, especially, as we develop our master plan.
I hope that we all have a productive and fun second term at
Wetpups.
SIMON WEAVER

Thought for the Week
“Everything changes: when good things happen, savour it; and,
when bad things happen, hang in there.”
Scottish singer, Sheena Easton
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Easter Eggs
Thank you very much to everyone who sent in Easter eggs at the
end of a very busy first term. They really were appreciated.

Congratulations to Ms Fourie who married
Roland Baasch during the holidays

Breakfast Club
11 May 2017
07:45 to 09:00
Centenary Pavilion
Please save the date if you are interested in joining us for
Breakfast Club.
Our guest speaker, Leigh Gordon, will be giving an
informative talk on concussion. For more information contact
Jessica on mcculloch@wpps.org.za

Eden Road Notes
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS
No cap, no play! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless
of the weather.
AFTERCARE
Please update details with DJ, if you have changes that need to be
made to last term's arrangements.

Furniture Needed
Congratulations to Cameron Redfern (Grade 4)
who competed in a regional (Western Cape) KSI
Karate Tournament on 1 April. He achieved a
silver medal for his Kumite age group.

The school is looking for a couple of second-hand couches for the
TV room in the student teachers’ accommodation at school.
Please contact Mandy (Housekeeping) pritchard@wpps.org.za if
you have anything.
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Jaguar Challenge
A small group of Grade 6 boys made the national finals for the Jaguar Primary Schools’ Challenge, held in Johannesburg. The competition
was fierce. The boys worked very hard to compete against other provinces. The educational value of this tournament was phenomenal,
and the boys gained a great deal of insight into real project management. This was certainly an experience they will always remember.
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Grade 6 Camp
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Grade 7 Camp
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